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Mr.  PENNANTj  in  his  History  of  Q^r-^drupedS:,  Preface,,,  p.  8, 
Ipeaks  as  follows 

From  the  matchlefs  colle^lion  of  animals,  colle6led  by  that  piiblic-fpirrted 
gentleman,  Sir  Afh ton  Lever,  I had  every  opportunity,  not  only  of  correding 
the  Defcriptions  of  the  laft  edition,  but  of  adding  feveral  animals  hitherto 
imperfectly  known.  His  Mufeum  is  a liberal  fund  of  inexhauftible  knov/ledge 
in  mold  branches  of  natural  hidory,  which,  I trud,  will  remain  an  honour  to 
his  fpirit,  as  well  as  a permanent  credit  and  advantage  to  our  country.’' 

Mr.  LAT  HAM,  in  his  General  Synopsis  of  Birds,  in  a note  ex- 
planatory of  his  abbreviated  mark,  viz.  Lev.  Muf.  fays,  By  this  is  ineant 
the  Mufeum  of  Sir  Afhton  Lever;  well  known  to  abound  in  the  various  pro- 
ductions of  nature  and  art,  and  in  which  the  inquifidve  mind  cannot  fail  of 
receiving  the  utmod  fatisfadion  in  every  department.” 

By  an  attentive  furvey  of  the  above  two  works,  viz.  Mr.  Pennant’s  Hid 
tory  of  Quadrupeds,  and  Mr.  Latham’s  Synopfis  of  Birds,  the  extent  and 
importance  of  the  Leverian  Colledlion  will  appear  in  the  fulled  manner,  and 
will  afford  the  mod  convincing  proof  of  its  unrivalled  fuperiority  in  the  zoo- 
logical departmient. 


REPORT  OF  THE  Committee  of  the  Honourable 

« 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Mr.  THOMAS  TENANT  informed^the  Committee,  that  he  had  been 
upwards  of  Twenty  Years  a Collector  of  Subjects  of  Natural  Hiftory, 
and  had  feen  all  the  Cabinets  of  Curiofities,  both  Public  and  Private,  of  any 
note  in  Holland,  France,  and  Portugal ; and  thofe  at  Bruffels,  Drefden,  Brunfwick, 
and  Vienna  j and  had  alfo  feen  the  Spanidi  Cabinet  while  colle6ting  in  Holland : 
that  he  had  never  feen  any  Colle(5lion  more  rare,  more  curious,  or  more  in- 
fl:ru61;ive  than  Sir  Ailiton  Lever’s,  nor  any  that  can  be  compared  with  it; 
that  it  exceeds  all  others  in  the  Beauty  and  the  Prefervation  of  the  numerous 
Articles  it  contains,  which  are  better  fele6fed  than  any  he  had  feen  elfewhere: 
and  he  concluded  with  faying,  that  if  a Sovereign  Prince  v/as  to  endeavour  at 
forming  fiich  a Colle6lion,  it  could  not  be  done  in  lefs  than  Twenty  Years, 
nor  ever  be  made  fo  extenfive  and  complete,  there  being  many  Specimens  in  ' 
this,  that  could  ' not  be  procured  at  any  Expence. 

Mr.  JOHN  CHURCH  faid,  that  he  h^d  amufed  himfelf  many  Year^  in 
colle6ling  Natural  Curiofuies  ; that  he  had  feen  all  the  Colledlions  of  any  note 
in  England,  and  that  the  whole  of  them  put  together,  would  not  form  one  fo 
rare  and  valuable  as  that  at  Leiceiler-Houfe  i that  the  Articles  there  are  in 
complete  Beauty  and  Prefervation  ; that  he  had  taken  great  Pains  to  form  an 
Eilimate  of  their  Value,  afeertained  by  the  Prices  he  had  known  iimilar  Articles 
fell  for  at  Public  Sales,  or  otherwife ; and  that,  according  to.^  his  Calculation, 
the  Value  of  the  whole  to  be  fold,  is  upwards  of  53,000!. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAMILTON,  Knight  of  the  iHofl  Honourable  Order 
of  the  Bath,  faid,  that  he  had  feen  Sir  Afhton  Lever’s  Colledlion  of  Curiofities 
very  often,  and  having  a particular  Love  for  Natural  Hiftory,  he  has  had  an 
Opportunity  in  different  Journies  to  and  from  Naples,  of  feeing  every  Mufeum 
both  Public  and  Private,  in  Elolland,  France,  Germany^  Italy,  and  Sicily,  and 
that  he  thinks  Sir  Afhton  Lever’s  Coiledion  is,  in  every  refped,  taking  it  aL 
together,  tlie  hrfe  Coliedlion  he  has  feen. 

BARON  DIMSDALE  faid,  that  he  had  feen  foe  Cabinets  of  Curiofities 
at  Mofeow  and  Sc  Pererfburgh,  and  alfo  thofe  at  Paris  and  Drefden,  which  are 
eileemed  very  curious  and  valuable,  and  that  they  are  not  altogether  to  be 
coiiipared  with  Sir  Afhton  Lever’s  Colkdlion. 

N,B,  Many  rare  and  valuable  Additions  have  been  made. 
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MUSEUM  LEVERIANUM, 

No.  I. 


VULTUR  MAGELLANICUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  re6lum,  apice  aduncum. 

Caput  (plerumque)  impenne,  antice  nuda  cute. 

Li  NGUA  bifida. 

Lin,  Syft,  Nat,  p iii. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &:c. 

Vultur  niger,  remigibus  fecundariis  albis  nigro  terminatis,  gula  nuda. 
Vultur  Gryphus.  ? Lin,  Syjt,  Nat,  p,  121. 

Condor.  ? Brijf.  Ornith,  i.  f.  473,  n,  12. 


SI  primis  Americanas  hiftorias  Icriptoribus  credendum  fit,  in  quibufdam  orbis 
illius  occidui,  partibus,  miranda  ell  et  ingens  avis  fpecies,  in  exitium  Cceterorum 
animalium  ita  lethaliter  armata,  ut  omnes  aves  praedatrices  ^ quas  Europ.'ui  un- 
quam afpexerint,  mole  et  ferocitate  longe  longeque  fuperet  3 fidemque,  (fi  liceat 
dicere,)  fobriorum  noftratium  phyficorum  omnino  labefa(S:et.  Vulturis  h^ec  fpecies, 
ut  narrant  fcriptores,)  nomine  Condor  cognita,  pueros  decennes,  vel  etiam  aetate 
No,  I.  B pro- 


( i ) 

provcftiores  arripit^  et  cum  illis  longe  avolat  : binsque  hujufmodi,  fi  fimul  con- 
venerint^  vaccam  facillime  dilaniant  devorantque.  Diriffima  h^c  avis  fabulse  mir^ 
in  Arabicis  narrationibus  de  ave  Roc  feu  Ruc  anfam  dedifle  creditur.  Quamvis 
certe  valde  prseter  verum  augeatur  hujus  vulturis  magnitudo  et  ferocitas,  nequa- 
quam tamen  dubitandum  efi:  quin  vulturis  alicujus  Americani  fpecies,  alias  omnes 
vulturini  generis  facile  fuperet,  qusque,  occafionem  nada,  in  ipfa  animalia  majora 
mira  audacia  ufque  ad  necem  feviat.  In  mufeis  aliquando  occurrunt  Ipecimina, 
ut  putatur,  remigum  hujus  avis ; queis  fane  confpedis,  fi  fecundum  regulam  no- 
tilTimam  ex  pede  Herculem’'  dijudicare  fas  ht,  nullum  dubium  fit  quin  mole 

gigantea  inter  congeneres  ipfa  avis  pr^polleat.  Flujufmodi  pennse  ab  ave  in  Chili 

? 

fcloppeto  confedla  detracl^  defcribuntur  in  Adorum  Anglicorum  volumine  de- 
cimo odavo,  pagina  fexagefima  prima,  ubi  dicitur  avem  albo  nigroque  variatam 
fuifie  more  pic^  vulgaris,  (feu  corvi  picie  Linntei^)  caputque  habuiffe  crifta  cornea 
compreffo-ereda  er  acuta  inftrudum.  Alii  qui  de  hac  ave  fcripferunt  dicunt 
gulam  illi  eiTe  nudam  et  rubram,  collumque  torque  velut  plumofo  niveo  circum- 
datum. Buffonus  has  aves  non  America  peculiares  putat,  fed  et  in  Europa  ali- 
quando confpici,  avemque  a Germanis  Laemmergeyer  nominatam,  eandem  efie 
fomniat,  quam  profedo  fpeciem  in  vulture  barbato  Linn^i  agnofcunt  recentiorea 
phyfici.  Cum  vero,  licet  nuperrime  ardentiori  ftudio  flagraverint  naturas  inda- 
gatores, omniaque  fere  animalia  ex  India  utraque  in  mufea  noftra  adveda  fint, 
nullum  adhuc  mirandis  hujus  avis  adultum  fpecimen’  confpiciatur  ; fieri  non 
poted  quin  defcriptio  paululum  manca  fit  et  imperfeda,  plenaque  ejus  hiftoria 
adhuc  fere  in  tenebris  lateat,  Linnaeus,  reliquis  audoribus  confifus,  in  fyflemate 
fiio  hanc  fpeciem  nomine  Vulturis  Gryphi  admifit.  Species  in  tabula  depida,,. 
quamvis  giganteo  illo  vulture,  cpem  fupra  memoravimus,  multo  minor,  inter 
maximos  tamen  qui  ad  nos  pervenerint  numeranda  efi:.  A finu  Mageilanico 
allata  efi: ; quodque  crifta  omnino  careat,  cseterifque  de  caufis,  facile  crediderim 
efie  pullum  avis  ipfius  ingentis  fupra-didie  femineum.  Alte  ejus  ab  apicibus 
dimenfte  circiter  novem  pedes  funt  longae.  Roftrum  obfcure  efi:  plumbeum, 

verfiis  apicem  albefeens.  Caput  collumque  plumis  carent,  fed  tomento  velut 

iparfo 


t 


( 3 ) 

fparfo  et  fub-pilofo  obtectae  funt.  Vertex  ad  fufcum  vergit;  collum  vero  eft  pal- 
lidius ; nec  dubito  quiu;,  ave  adhuc  viva,  fubriibriim  fuerit.  Ad  colli  partem 
inferiorem  tuberculum  pyriforme  rubrum  confpicitur.  Circa  collum  juxta  hu- 
meros, plumarum  eft  albarum  , torquis,  primo  intuitu  cuniculi  vellus  optime 
referens.  Caetera  avis  nigra  eft,  remigibus  autem  fecundariis  albis,  nigro  termi- 
natis. Ejufdem  quoque  funt  coloris  plumae  aliquot  fcapulares,  te6lricefque  minores 
albido  ad  apices  leviter  fub-tin(ftae.  Crura  pedefque  nigricant,  funtque  vali- 
difiima,  unguibus  tamen  parum  incurvatis.  Cauda  apice  aequali  vix  ac  ne  vix 
rotundato.  Cum  remiges  hujus  avis  cum  remigibus  veri  (ut  creditur)  Condoris, 
quem  ab  America  huc  tranftulit  Dominus  Byron,  componerem,  confimiles  illas 
omnino  dijudicavi,  excepta  fola  magnitudine.  Hiftoriam.  igitur  naturalem  puram 
et  finceram  aliis  tradendi  cupidus,  pene  veritus  fum  edicere  hanc  noftram  avem 
verum  efle  Vulturem  Gryphum  Linnsi,  feu  genuinum  Condorem  ; fed  potius 
habui  novo  illam  nomine  infignire,  nomenque  Linnaeanum  (qupd  fynonymuiTi 
putatur)  dubia  manu  citare.  : 


B ^ 


THE 
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THE  MAGELLANIC  VULTURE. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  ftrait,  hooked  at  the  tip. 

Head  commonly  bare  of  feathers,  with  a naked  flcin  in  front. 
Tongue  bifid. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Black  Vulture,  with  the  Ihorter  wing-feathers  white  with  black  tips,  and. 

naked  throat. 

The  Condor, 


IF  the  tales  related  by  fome  of  the  early  deferibers  of  the  natural  produAions 
of  America  have  any  foundation  in  truth,  there  exifts  fomewhere  in  that 
cxtenfive  continent  a bird  whofe  enormous  magnitude  and  prodigious  powers 
of  deflrudion  far  exceed  all  that  the  largeft  feathered  tyrants  of  the  ancient 
hemifphere  can  boaft,  and  all  that  the  more  fober  philofophic  faith  of 
European  naturalifts  can  eafily  be  induced  to  admit.  Thefe  writers  affure  us 
that  the  fpecies  of  Vulture  called  the  Condor  is  capable  of  fnatching  up  and 
carrying  off  boys  of  ten  years  of  age  and  upwards  ; and  that  a pair  of  thefe 
deftroyers  in  concert  will  attack  a heifer  in  the  midft  of  a field  and  tear  it  in 
pieces  with  the  mofl  perfedt  eafe.  It  is  imagined  that  this  dreadful  vulture 
has  given  rife  to  the  exaggerated  defeription  of  the  bird  which  makes  fa 

confpicuoiis 
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confpicuous  a figure  in  the  Arabian  tales,  under  the  name  of  the  Roc,  or 
Rue.  Much  allowance  mull  doubtlefs  be  given  to  the  enlarged  accounts  of 
the  flrength  and  fiercenefs  recorded  by  the  above-mentioned  writers ; bur 
there  is  no  reafon  to  queflion  the  exiflence  of  fome  fpecies  of  American  vulture 
of  a fize  far  greater  than  others  of  its  genus,  and  which  may  be  capable 
of  committing  great  devailations  amongfl;  fuch  of  the  animal  world  as  are  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  its  attacks. 

In  mufeums  are  fometimes  feen  fpecirnens  of  the  remiges  or  long  wing- 
feathers  of  this  bird ; and  from  thefe,  if  may  judge  of  the  fize  of  the 
bird  they  belonged  to,  according  to  the  well-known  rule  of  ex  pede  Her- 
culem ” the  bulk  which  it  fometimes  attains,  mud  be  greatly  fuperior  to 
that  of  every  other  Ipecies.  In  the  Philofophical  Tranla6lions,  vok  i8,  p.  6i, 
is  a defeription  of  the  quills  of  a bird  of  this  fort  which  was  iliot  in  Chili, 
and  which  bird  meafured  i6  feet  when  the  wings  were  extended.  The  bird 
is  faid  ta  have  been  coloured  black  and  white  like  a mag-pie,  and  furnifhed  with 
a fharp  hard  crefl  or  comb  on  the  head.  Other  accounts  add  that  the  throat 
is  naked  and  of  a red  colour,  and  that  the  neck  is  lurrounded  by  a white 
ruff  or  tippet.  The  Count  de  Buffon  imagines  that  thefe  vultures  are  not 
peculiar  to  America,  but  that  they  are  fometimes  found  in  Europe,  and 
feems  inclined  to  think  that  the  fpecies  called  by  the  Germans  Lammer- 

geyer  may  be  the  fame  bird;  but  this  feems  now  to  be  clearly  determined 

in  the  negative  : the  Lammer-geyer  of  the  Germans  being  no  other  than  the 
vultur-barbatus  of  Linn^us.  But  lince,  notwithftanding  the  eagernefs  with 

which  natural  hidory  is  purfued,  and  the  pains  taken  to  enrich  the  European 
mufeums  with  the  mod  intereding  produdions  of  both  the  Indies,  it  does 

not  appear  that  any  full-grown  fpecirnens  of  this  great  American  Vulture  have 
yet  been  imported,  we  mud  be  content  that  its  hidory  and  defeription  fnould 
dill  remain  in  fome  degree  involved  in  obfeurity.  Linnseus,  relying  on  the 
ufual  deferiptionss  given  of  it  by  mod  authors,  has  admitted  it  into  the 

Sydema: 


( 6 ) 


Syftema  Naturae,  and  has  named  it  Vultur  Giyphus,  The  fpecies  which  is 
figured  on  the  annexed  plate,  tho’  it  cannot  come  in  competition  vdth  the 
gigantic  fpecimens  above  defcribed,  is  yet  one  of  the  largeft  Vultures  hither- 
to known.  It  was  brought  from  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  and  the  circum- 
fiance  of  its  not  having  the  leaft  appearance  of  a comb  on  the  head,  together 
v/ith  fome  other  particulars,  incline  me  to  fuppofe  it  a young  bird,  and  moil 
probably  a female.  The  extent  of  its  wings  from  tip  to  tip  is  about  lo  feet. 
The  beak  is  of  a dark  lead-colour,  and  grows  gradually  wliitifh'-  towards  the 
tip.  The  head  and  neck  are  deilitute  of  feathers,  but  are  covered  wdth  a 
fhort  ftraggiing  fort  of  hairy  down.  Hie  top  of  the  head  inclines  to  a dark 
colour,  but  the  reft  of  the  neck  is  rather  paler,  and  I make  no  doubt  but 
that  in  the  living  bird  it  w^as  of  a reddifh  colour.  Towards  the  lower  part 
of  the  neck  appears  a fmallifti  pear-fliaped  tubercle,  which  probably  was  red, 
and  round  the  bafe  of  the  neck,  where  it  joins  the  ftioulders,  is  a ruff  or 
circle  of  wHte  downy  feathers,  which  on  a curfory  view  have  exactly  the  ap- 
pearance of  rabbet's  fur.  Beneath  the  breaft  is  a confiderable  bare  fpace.  All 
the  reft  of  the  bird  is  black,  except  the  fliorter  or  fecondary  wing-feathers, 
which  are  white  with  black  tips.  A few  of  the  fcapulars  alfo  are  of  this  ap- 
pearance, and  foine  of  the  wing-coverts  are  very  flightly  tipped  with  whitifti. 
The  legs  and  claws  are  blackifh,  very  ftrong,  but  the  claws  not  much  in- 

curvated.  The  tail  even  at  the  end  and  very  flightly  rounded  at  fides.  On 

comparing  the  remiges  or  long  wing-feathers  of  this  bird  wdth  fome  which 

w^ere  brought  by  Mr.  Byron  as  thofe  of  the  real  Condor,  I found  them  to 
be  exadlly  fimiiar  in  all  refpedls  except  in  fize.  Not  chufing  therefore  to 

create  conflifion  in  natural  hiftory  by  making  it  abfolutely  the  fame  with  the 

Vultur  Gryphus  of  Linnseus,  I have  rather  chofen  to  give  it  a new  name, 
and  to  place  the  fuppofed  Linnasan  fynonym  in  a doubtful  manner. 


URSUS 
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URSUS  POLARIS, 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Dentes  primores  fuperiores  6,  intus  excavati  alterni. 

inferiores  6 , laterales  2 longiores  lobati  j fecundarii  ball 
interiores. 

Laniarii  folitarib  conici. 

Molares  5.  s.  6 : primo  laniariis  approximato.  Lin, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

UiTus  albusj  cauda  abrupta,  capite  colloque  elongatis, 

GmeL  Syji,  Nat,-  i,  loi, 
Urfjs  marinus.  Fallas  it.  3.  691. 

Urfus  maritimus  albus  major  ardlicus.  Martens  Spitzb.  73,  t.  o,f.  c. 


Ursus  Polaris,  quem  cum  urfo  communi  diu  falfoque  permifcuerunt 
phyfici,  in  frigidiflimis  mmndi  partibus  Temper  degit,  littora  ut  plurimum 
ardica  et  glacialia  pererrans,  phocas  pifcefque  devorans.  ImiisenTo  robori  tu 
menda  accedit  ferocitas.  Sub  alta  nive  cubilia  fertur  effodere,  five  in  lacunis 
inter  moles  maximas  glaciei.  Maribus  feptentrionis  extremi  enormes  innatant 
maffae  feu  infulae  glaciei,  fpedacula  miranda  et  horrore  plena  1 qu^  per  fpatiam 
multarum  leucarum  longe  lateque  fluitant,  et  nonnunquam  ventis  agitatae  fra- 
gore horrifono  fibi  invicem  adverfae  occurrunt. ' His  in  infulis  fpecies  urii  jam 
memorata  faepe  confpicitur ; longe  enim  admodum  a littore  vagatur,  et  ut 
cibum  fibi  comiparet,  enatat  audader  in  altum  mare.  Erga  prolem  fuam 
maximo  amore  fervet  j qua  in  defendenda  vi  et  fortitudine  incredibili  pugnare 
folet.  A communi  feu  vulgari  urfo  diftinguitur  mole  corporis  longe  majore, 
forma  longiore,  robore  et  craffitie  membrorum,  praecipue  vero  et  inflgniter 
capitis  longitudine.  Color  efl  candidus,  interdum  leviflima  flavedinis  tindura 
perfufus.  Labia  et  ungues  nigricant» 


THE 
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THE  POLAR  BEAR. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Six  cutting  teeth,  and  two  canine  in  each  jaw. 

P ive  toes  before ; five  behind. 

In  walking  refts  on  the  hind  feet  as  far  as  the  heel.  Pennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

White  bear  with  Bongated  neck  and  head. 

Polar  bear.  Penn,  Hijl,  ^ad,  p,  28 S. 


rT^HE  Polar  Bear,  long  confounded  with  the  common  fpecies,  is  confined 
JL  to  the  dreary  climates  of  the  moft  frozen  regions  of  the  north ; and  is 
principally  found  wandering  about  the  icy  coafts  of  the  polar  feas,  where  it 
preys  on  feals  and  fifh.  It  is  an  animal  of  tremendous  ftrength,  fiercenefs, 
and  courage.  It  is  faid  to  form  itfelf  retreats  under  the  deep  fnow,  or  in 
the  vacuities  which  it  finds  among  the  mafifes  of  ice.  In  the  feas  of  the  ex- 
treme north  are  enormous  floating  mafies  or  iflands  of  ice,  which  form  one  of 
the  moft  wonderful  fpeBacles  that  nature  in  thofe  difmal  waftes  can  exhibit. 
They  are  feen  floating  for  many  leagues  together,  and,  when  driven  by  winds, 
frequently  approach  each  other  with  the  rnofl  dreadful  crafhing.  On  thefe 
iflands  of  ice  the  fpecies  of  bear  above-mentioned  is  often  feen,  for  it  is  ca- 
pable of  fv/imming  feveral  leagues  at  a time,  and  makes  frequent  excurfions 
to  fea  in  quefl  of  prey.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  greatefl:  poffible  attachment 
to  its  young ; in  defence  of  which  it  exerts  every  effort  of  the  mofl  defperate 
and  vindiBive  courage.  As  a fpecies  this  bear  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  com- 
mon bear  by  the  far  fuperior  fize  of  the  body ; by  the  more  elongated  form ; 
by  its  vaft  ftrength  of  limbs,  and  particularly  by  the  length  of  the  head  j the 
figure  and  proportion  of  which  differs  widely  from  the  other  fpecies.  Its 

'T' 

colour  is  white,  with  a very  flight  tinge  of  yellowifh,  and  the  lips  and  daws 
are  black. 
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MOSCHUS  MOSCHIFERUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS, 

Cornua  nulla. 

Dentes  Laniarii  fuperiores  folitarii  exferti, 

LiiU 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Mofchus  folliculo  umbilicali,  Lin,  Syft.  Nat.  p.  91, 

Capreolus  mofchi.  Gejn.  ^adr.  695. 

Animal  mofchiferum.  Nieremh.  Hijl.  Nat.  p,  184, 

Tallas.  Spic.  Zool.  fajc.  13.  t.  4—6, 


A Genere  cervino  praecipue  diftinguitur  haec  Ipecies  eo  quod  cornubus 
careat,  habeatque  in  maxilla  fuperiori  dentes  laniarios  deorfum  fpedlantes, 
longeque  prae  caeteris  exfertos.  Magnitudo  eadem  fere  ac  cervi  capreoli  Lin- 
ri^ei.  Cum  imo  colore^  qui  fufco-grifeus  faturatior,  mifcetur  aliquid  ferruginei. 
Corporis  partes  pofteriores,  (in  nonnullis  faltem  fpeciminibus,  ut  et  in  hoc 
noftro)  ftriis  aliquot  obliquis  longitudinalibus  notantur.  Ungula  elongatae  ni- 
gricant. Cauda  breviffima  vix  potefb  difcerni,  Femina  carere  dicitur  dentibus 
laniariis  exfertis,  nec  non  ciftula  feu  receptaculo  mofchifero,  quod  folius  eft 
maris. 


No.  I, 


Mofchum 


( »0  ) 

Mofchum  generat  Afia,  praecipue  regio  Thibetana,  cujus  frigidiiTimas  fum- 
mitates  pinetaque  dentilTima  folet  pererrare.  Fertur  eum  non  gregatim  ince- 
dere, fed  folum  et  feparatim.  Corpore  eft  agili  admodum  vegetoque ; timido 
tamen  ingenio,  fugit  familiaritatem  hominum,  aegroque  domatur.  In  illius 
Afiani  orbis  partibus  quas  jam  memoravimus  fpecies  dicitur  eife  numerofillima  ^ 
quod  fatis  patet  a mofchi  copia  illinc  per  totam  Europam  diiperfa. 

Inanitur  elTem  laboriofus  fi  notum  hoc  odoramentum  minutius  defcriberem.» 
Pauci  funt  qui  nefciunt  mofchum  nafci  a peculiari  quodam  humore  qui  fecer- 
nitur  in  folliculo  fub  infimo  ventre,  quique  recens  odorem  fpargit  potentifii- 
mum.  Subftantise  eft  leviter  tenacis,  fed  fere  friabilis;  coloris  fubferruginei^ 
feu  ferrugineo- fufci. 


THE 


T FI  E COMMON  MUS  K, 


/ 


,^^____-J— ^-U_  l-WWl  «■■  ■ « ' U ■IWH*  I»  ■ "* » ■■■!  I ■<  »1  I ~ 

GENERIC  CHARACTER, 

Two  long  tulips  111  the  upper  jaw. 

Eight  fmall  cutting  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw^  none  in  the  upper. 

Tennants 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  Uc. 

Mufk  wnth  a cyit  or  follicle  beneath  the  belly. 

Tibet  Muflc. 

Pennant,  ^adr.  1 1 2, 

Le  Mufe.  Buffon.  12.  361. 


r^'"*  HIS  animal  is  principally  diftinguiflied  from  thefe  of  the  Deer  kind  by 
X the  want  of  horns,  and  by  the  prefence  of  tiifles,  or  long  canine  teeth 
in  the  upper  jaw,  projeding  greatly  beyond  the  rell,  and  pointing  downwards. 
Its  fize  is  nearly  that  of  a Roebuck  i its  general  colour  a fort  of  dark  brownidi 
gray,  not  without  a flight  cafl:  of  ferruginous,  and  in  fome  fpecimens^  (as  in 
the  prefent)  the  hind-parts  are  marked  with  a few  whitifh  longitudinal  ftreaks. 
The  hoofs  arc  long  and  of  a blackifli  colour  ^ the  tail  very  fliort  and  even 
fcarce  perceptible.  The  female  is  faid  to  be  diftinguiflied  by  the  waint  of 
tulks,  as  well  as  of  the  receptacle  containing  the  mulk,  which  is  peculiar  to 
the  male* 


The 


/ 
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The  Muik  is  an  Afiatic  animal,  and  Is  principally  found  amongft  the 
mountainous  parts  of  Thibet,  where  it  wanders  amidft  the  highefl  and  coldell 
trails,  and  amongil  the  pine-fore  (Is  of  thofe  regions.  It  is  faid  to  be  not 
gregarious,  but  rather  a folitary  animal.  It  is  of  an  extremely  a6tive  and 
vigorous  nature  ; yet  timid,  and  with  difficulty  tamed.  It  partakes  in  many 
particulars  of  the  habits  of  the  deer  tribe.  The  Ipecies  is  faid  to  be  ex- 
tremely numerous  in  the  regions  above-mentioned,  as  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived from  the  great  quantity  of  mufle  which  is  imported  from  thence, 
and  difperfed  throughout  Europe,, 

To  be  particular  in  the  defcriptlon  of  that  celebrated  perfume,  would 
be  to  tell  our  readers  what  they  are  already  acquainted  with.  It  is  well 
known  to  be  a fecretion  of  a peculiar  nature,  formed  in  a particular  eyft 
or  receptacle,  fituated  under  the  lower  part  of  the  animaEs  belly.  It  is, 
when  recent  of  a moll  penetrating  odor  ^ of  a ffightly  tenacious  or  nearly; 
friable  fubftance,  and  of  a reddifh  or  ferruginous  colour. 
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PIPRA  RUPICOLA. 


CHARACTER  GEN  ERIC  US. 

Rostrum  capite  breviuS;,  bafi  fubtrigoniirrij  intege rri mu apice  incurvum. 
Pedes  grelTorii., 

Lin^ 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pipra  crifca  eredta  miargine  purpurea,  corpore  croceo,  te(S:ricibus  re(5lricum’ 
truncatis.  Lin.. 

Rupicola.  Brijfon,.  av.  4.  j?.  437.  n.  i.  L 34.  /. 


AVES  Americanas  et  Indicas, ^ voce  fuavi  et  canora  quse  fylvis  pratifque  Eu- 
ropaeis amoenitatem  affert  et  obiediamentum,  plerumque  carentes,  colorir- 
bus  tamen  mirum  in  modum  vividis  et  variis  fuperbire  notum  eft.  Harum  non- 
nullae fplendidiffima  colorum  diverfitate  funt  infignitasi  nonnullae  unico  colore 
per  totum  fere  corpus  aeque  diffufo  diftinguuntur.  Exemplo  fit  avis  in  tabula^ 
depida ; qus  integra  et  bene  fe  habens,  coloris  vere  crocei  fpecimen  exhibet 
pulcherrimum,  ipfa  Paradifea  aurea,  cujus  dorfum  eodem  fere-  colore  nitefcit, 
non  excepta.  Eft  etiam  Piprae  Rupicolae  aliud  fmgulare  ornamentum  ^ crifta 
nempe  compreifa  et  ereda,  duplex,  longitudinaliter  fita,  cujus  duie  internae  fu- 
perficies  valde  fibi  invicem  appropinquant.  Tres  tantum  praeterea  aves  funt, 
ut  puto,  quae  criflam  habent  fimfiliter  formatam  j Mergus  nempe  cucullatus  Lin. 
Columba  coronata  Lin.  et  Columba  criftata  Lathamii.  Eadem  efl:  crifta  his. 
avibus,  quae  fane  prae  caeteris  ornamento  maximo  certe  et  fibi  peculiari  infig^- 
mxi  videntun* 
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Plumae  praeterea  quae  caudam  tegunt  RupicolaSj  quaeque  funt  ab  utraque 
parte  caudae,  abfeiflae  videntur  ad  apices  velut  ope  forficum ; non  ut  aliis  avi-* 
bus,  orbiculatae  vel  fenfim  attenuatae.  Hic  terminandi  modus  in  lingua  liifcorico- 
naturali  truncatus  nominatur.  Aliae  paucae  aves  exempla  hujufmodi  fuppeditant; 
praefertim  Meleagris  Gallopavo  Ifin.  cujus  collum,  pe6lus  et  latera,  pennis  li- 
milis  firudurae  teguntur ; et  Loxia  Coccothraniles  Lin.  cujus  remiges  fecundarii 
oblique  utrinque  ad  apices  truncati  funt,  ut  formam  fccuridis  bellicae  veteris 
prae  fe  ferant.  Plumae  praeterea  Rupicolae  ab  utraque  parte  caudae  funt  lax- 
iffiinae,  ut  videantur  ab  ipfa  natura  negligenter  impofitae,  quod  et  Ardeis  ob- 
tigit, et  praecipue  avi  Paradifeae.  Caput  fi  quis  obitur  intueatur,  primo  putet 
Rupicolam  in  ordine  Gallinaceo  debere  numerari ; roftrum  enim  roftro  galli 
vulgaris  non  efl  abfimile  ; ideoque  a nonnullis  nomine  galli  faxatilis  vocatur ; 
nominaturque  ab  Edwards,  qui  caput  avis  accurate  depingi  curavit,  (parum 
enim  tunc  temporis  de  illa  notum  efi:,)  Hoopee  hen,  feu  Gallina  Upupa.  Cum 
tamen  ad  Syfiema  Linnseanum  Rupicolte  chara6lerer  genericos  attentius  feru- 
tamur,  neceife  efi:  ut  ad  genus  Piprse  amandetur;  (quod  et  ipfum  Edwardum 
non  effugit.)  In  genere  igitur  Piprae  velut  gigas  eminet;  alias  enim  Ipecies 
plerasque  funt  parvae  aviculae  : tenet  itaque  fuo  in  genere  eundem  locum  quem 
columba  coronata  in  genere  columbae. 

Quod  ad  mores  et  habitus  hujus  avis  attinet,  nihil  forfan  addi  potefl:  prater 
quod  obfervavit  Lathamius  in  Synopfi  fua  avium ; qui  dicit  illam  cavernas 
tenebrofas  rupium  incolere,  ibique  nidificare,  ovaque  duo  alba  columbinis  fimi- 
lia  deponere.  Addit  ille  avem  effe  feram  et  timidam,  ut  tamen  cicurari  poffit, 
et  inter  aves  villaticas  ct  gallinaceas  fervari ; et  in  Cayana  ct  Guiana  in  Ame- 
rica Auftrali  pr^cipue  reperiri.  Valde  diverfus  efi:  color  maris  et  feminse ; 
hsec  nempe  tota  fufea  efi:,  et  criftam  gerit  multo  minus  elegantem.  Pulli,  eti- 
am mafculi,  fufei  funt,  vel  faltem  fubfufei.  Interdum  eveniffe  dicitur  ut  femina 
in  veftitu  maris,  feu  croceo  fuerit  confpeda.  Similem  mutationem  gallinis  in- 
terdum accidere  notiffimum  efi:. 


THE 
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THE  ROCK  MANAKIN. 


GENERIC  CEIARACTER. 

Bill  lliorter  than  the  head,  Ibmewhat  triangular  at  the  bafe,  bent  at  the  tip. 
Feet  grelToiiah 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Orange-coloured  Manakin  with  upright  comprelTed  crefl,  and  coverts  of  the 
tail  truncated. 

Hoopoe  hen.  Edw,  Glean,  t.  264. 

Coq.  de  roche  du  Perou.  Buff.  Blift.  Nat.  des  Gif.  4.  p.  437, 


fnp^HE  Birds  of  Anaerica  and  the  Eafl-Indies,  tho’  in  general  not  remarka* 
i ble  for  that  pleafing  power  of  melody  which  gives  fo  lively  a charm  to 
the  European  groves  and  fields,  are  yet  fupereminently  diftinguifhed  by  the 
beauty,  variety,  and  luftre  of  their  plumage:  Sometimes  exhibiting  a rich  and 
fplendid  diverfity  of  colour  in  the  fame  bird,  and  fometimes  affording  an  ex- 
" ample  of  one  fingle  or  individual  colour  uniformly  diffufed  alimofl  over  the 
whole  body.  Of  this  the  bird  which  forms  the  fubjed  of  this  prefent  plate 
' is  a very  remarkable  example.  When  in  a (late  of  perfedion  it  furniilies  per- 
haps the  fined  example  of  the  true  color  croceus,  or  golden-orange,  of  any 
bird  yet  difcovered  j not  excepting  even  the  Paradifea  aurea,  or  Golden  Paradife- 
bird,  the  back  of  which  is  very  nearly  of  the  fame  colour.  Another  very 
’ curious  particular,  and  which  takes  place  in  very  few  other  birds,  is  the  crifta 

eredo» 


( ) 

t?rc6lo-Compreira>  or  the  flattened  upright  creft,  which  is  placed  IongitudinaIi7 
and  is  double,  with  the  two  furfaces  nearly  approaching  each  other.  The  only 
birds  (perhaps)  yet  known,  in  which  a fimilarity  of  ftrufliire  in  the  ere  it  takes 
place,  are,  the  Mergus  Cuciillatus  Lin.  or  Creited  Goofeander^  the  great 
Crowned  Indian  Pigeon,  (Col.  coronata  Lin.)  and  the  leiTer  Crowned  Pigeon 
of  Latham ; in  which  birds  the  creft  is  nearly  of  a fimilar  ftru6ture,  and 
may  ftand  as  an  example  of  one  of  the  principal  beauties  obfervable  in  the 

feathered  tribe. 

There  is  ftill  another  circumftance  to  be  obferved  in  this  curious  bird; 
viz.  the  very  Angular  formation  of  the  feathers  which  lie  over  the  tail, 

as  well  as  thole  which  appear  on  each  fide  the  tail : thefe  feathers  are 

neither  gradually  lelTened  towards  their  extremities,  nor  rounded,  which  are 
the  ufual  terminations  of  the  feathers  in  moft  birds  ; but  they  appear  as  if 
cut  off  tranfverfely  towards  their  ends  with  feiffars.  This  is  a mode  of 
termination  which  in  the  language  of  Natural  Hiftory  is  called  truncated. 
There  are  not  wanting  fome  few  inftances  of  a fimilar  form  in  the  feathers  of 
other  birds ; the  inftance  which  moft  readily  occurs  is  that  of  the  feathers  on 
the  neck,  breaft,  and  Aides  of  the  common  turkey.  Another  example  is  afforded 
by  the  ftiorter  wing-feathers  of  the  bird  called  the  Haw-finch,  (Loxia  Coc- 
cothranftes  Lin.)  in  which  the  tips  are  fomewhat  obliquely  truncated  on 
each  fide,  fo  as  to  refemble  the  figure  of  an  ancient  battle-axe.  The  feathers 
on  each  fide  the  tail  are  ioofely  webbed,  or  naturally  diflievelled;  a ftrudure 
of  feather  which  takes  place  in  many  birds,  but  in  none  more  remarkably  than  in 
the  genus  Ardea,  which  contains  the  Heron  tribe ; and  in  the  Paradifea,  or 
bird  of  Paradife.  There  is  fomething  in  the  air  and  appearance  of  the  head 
of  the  Pipra  Rupicola,  which  feems  at  firft  glance  to  make  a near  ap- 
proach to  the  Gallinaceous  tribe,  the  beak  being  not  unlike  that  of  a common 

fowl.  It  is  from  this  circumftance  that  the  bird  has  received  the  title  of  the 
Cock  of  the  Rock;  and  the  accurate  Mr.  Edwards,  who  has  given  a pretty 

good 
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good  reprefentatlon  of  the  head  of  the  bird,  (all  that  v/as  then  known,)  has 
called  it  by  the  name  of  the  Hoopoe-Hen.  On  ftri6lly  examining  however 
the  beak  and  other  parts  according  to  the  true  principles  of  the  Liansean 
arrangement,  we  find  that  the  bird  does  not  in  reality  belong  to  that  tribe. 
It  is  a true  Pipra  5 a genus  in  which  mod:  of  the  other  Ipecies  are  fmall  birds ; 
fo  that  it  is  as  gigantic  a bird  in  its  own  genus,  as  the  Great  Crowned 
Pigeon  is  in  that  of  Columba. 

With  refpe6l  to  the  habits  and  hiftory  of  this  bird  I believe  nothing  can 
be  added  to  what  Mr.  Latham  has  faid  in  his  Synopfis  of  birds,  viz. 
that  it  principally  inhabits  the  holes  and  dark  caverns  of  rocks,  &:c.  in 
which  it  breeds,  laying  two  white  eggs  of  the  fize  of  thofe  of  a Pigeon : 
that  it  is  a wild  and  timid  bird,  yet  capable  of  being  domeflicated  fo  as 
to  be  kept  with  common  poultry  j and  that  it  is  principally  found  in  the 
provinces  of  Guiana  and  Cayenne  in  South  America.  The  female  is  ftrikingly 
different  in  point  of  colour  3 being  of  an  uniform  brown  5 and  has  a creft  lefs 
elegant  than  the  male.  It  is  alfo  faid  that  the  young  are  at  firfl  inclining 
to  brown,  and  that  there  have  not  been  wanting  inftances  in  which  the  fe- 
male has  appeared  in  a plumage  nearly  fimilar  to  that  of  the  male.  A dr- 
cumftance  which  has  been  fometimes  obferved  in  the  gallinaceous  tribe. 
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MOSCHUS  G R I M M I A. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 


Cornua  nulla. 

Dentes  Laniarii  fuperiores  folitarii  exferti. 


"Litvin 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  S:c. 


Mofchus  capite  fafcicnlo  tophofo. 
Capra  fylveilris  hSncd^m.  Grimmii. 
Antilope  Grimmia. 


Lin. 

Ray.  ^ladr.  80» 
GmeL  Syjl.  Nat.  i.  p.  191, 


U O tempore  Linnasus  ultimam  (duodecimam  nempe)  editionem  Syf{;e« 


matis  Naturae  confcriprit,  quo  in  genere  collocaretur  Mofchus  Grimmia 


multum  dubitatum  eft  ; cumque  foeminam,  cornubus  carentem,  (fola  enim  foe- 
minea  fpecimina  tunc  temporis  in  Mufea  Europea  advenerant)  qui  primus  de 
eo  differuit,  defcripferit  Dominus  Grimme  5 Linnaeus  igitur,  fagacem  fecutus 
BrifTonium,  retulit  illum  ad  genus  Mofchi.  Poftquam  vero  progreiru  temporis 
penitius  explorati  elTent  charaderes,  compertum  efl  pertinere  illum  potius  ad 
Antelai  genus,  in  quo  fane  a folertiffimo  Pennanto  difponitur.  Fatendum 
quidem  efl  videri  eum  forma  moribufque  Mofcho  affinem,  et  effe  quafi  com- 
mune quoddam  vinculum  inter  genera  Cervi,  Molchi,  et  Antelai.  Notandum 
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eft  fub  multoniin,  immo  plurimorum  antelaorum  oculis  efle  linum  feu  ca« 
vitatem ; fed  in  eorum  nullis  infignius  quam  in  Mofcho  de  quo  jam  io^ 
quimun 

Forma  eft  Mofchus  elegantiffima ; colore  badio  fubflavefcente,  fubtus  pal- 
lidiore. Cornua  breviflima,  glabra^  nigra,  et  modice  acuta.  Fronti  inter  cor- 
nua adhaeret  fafciculus  retro  flexus,  acuminatus,  niger,  pilorum  feu  potius  fe-^ 
tarum,  nam  pilis  reliqui  corporis  longe  duriores  funt.  Hoc  optime  defignatur 
charader  fpecificus.  Oculi  magni.  Ungulae  parvae,  nigrae. 

Africam,  Guineam  praecipue  incolit  Mofchus  Grimmia.  Ingenio  eft  mid 
timidoque.  Praeftat  agilitate,  modoque  vivendi  plerifque  Antelais  fimillimus 
eft. 
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THE  GUINEA  M U S K. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Tufks  in  the  upper  jaw. 

Small  cutting  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw  ^ none  in  the  upper. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Muflv  with  a iliarp  pointed  tuft  of  hair  on  the  upper  part  of  the  head. 
Guinea  Antelope,  Fennant.  §uadr.  p.  72. 

La  Grimme.  De  Buffon.  12.  307.  /.  41. 


T the  time  when  Linnaeiis  compofed  the  lail  Edition  of  the  Syftema 
r\  Nature,  an  uncertainty  prevailed  with  refpech:  to  the  proper  arrange- 
ment of  this  animal  i and  as  no  other  than  female  Ipecimens  had  then  been 
feen  in  the  European  Mufeums,  and  as  the  individual  fpecimxn  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Grimm,  its  firil  defcriber,  was  faid  to  be  without  horns,  Linnaeus  was 
therefore  induced  to  place  it  as  a fpecies  ot  the  genus  Mofchus,  in  which 
he  followed  the  example  of  the  judicious  BrifTon.  The  chara6lers  of  the  ani- 
mal are  now  better  knovm,  and  it  is  found  to  belong  with  greater  propriety^ 
to  the  genus  Antelope,  in  which  it  is  placed  by  Mr.  Tennant.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  however  that  it  has  ftrongly  the  general  habit  and  appearance  of  a 
Muik,  and  forms  as  it  were  a conneding  link  between  the  genera  of  MoE 

chus. 
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chus,  Cervus,  and  Antelaus.  It  is  renmarkable  that  in  many,  if  not  in  moft 
fpecies  of  Antelope,  a fort  of  cavity  or  finus  exifts  under  the  eye.  This 
particularity  takes  place  in  a very  remarkable  manner  in  the  creature  at  pre- 
fent  under  confideration ; and  in  the  living  animal  is  even  more  ftrikingly 
confpicuous  than  in  the  Antelopes  themfelves. 

The  whole  animal  is  extremely  elegant  in  its  appearance  j its  colour  is  a 
clear  yellowifh  bay  ; fomewhat  paler  beneath.  The  horns  are  very  ihort, 
fmooth,  black,  and  moderately  iliarp.  On  the  forehead  between  the  horns  is 
a very  confpicuous  tuft  of  ere6t  black  hairs  of  a flronger  nature  than  the  reft 
of  the  body.  This  forms  one  of  its  moft  ftriking  chara6ters  as  a fpecies, 
it  inclines  a litde  backwards,  and  has  an  acute  termination.  The  eyes  are 
large,  the  hoofs  fmall  and  black. 

This  animal  is  a native  of  Africa,  and  particularly  of  Guinea.  It  is  of  w 
wild,  timid  nature  3 is  poflefted  of  the  greateft  degree  of  agility,  and  in  its 
general  habits  and  manner  of  life  refembles  the  generality  of  the  Antelope 
tribe. 
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DIDELPHIS  MARSUPIA  LIS? 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Dentes  Primores  fuperiores  lo  ; inferiores  8 j intermediis  2 brevifllmis. 
Laniarii  longi. 

Molares  denticulati. 

Lingua  fubciliata. 

Folliculus  abdominalis  mammarum. 

Lm, 

I.I  ■!  > mn\  nmm  ii  i i ■,  lll■l■ll  ■ i piw  \ \ Mt* 

CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Didelphis  mammis  8 intra  abdomen  ? Lm* 

Opoflum.  TjfoM.  Angi,  n.  239. 

Ray,  ^mdt\  182. 


CU  M primo  detegeretur  occiduus  orbis,  flupuerunt  homines  latilTiiiie  cx» 
panfam  regionem,  novamque  ipfius  telluris  faciem  : nec  minus  mirati 
funt  phyfici  magnum  animalium  antea  inauditorum  et  anomalorum  numerum. 
Perculit  illos  pr^cipue  OpolTum,  five  Didelphis,  pullos  appropinquante  periculo, 
intra  facculum  abdominalem,  benigno  naturae  cuflodientis  confilio,  ad  libitum  re« 
cipere  folita.  Diu  habebatur  totum  hoc  genus,  (quod  plurimas  continet  fpecies) 
Americam  folam  incolere.  Inveftigavit  pofbea  phyficorum  fedulitas  in  aliis 
mundi  partibus  animalia  confimilia  : in  infula  praecipue  Java  piftor  Le  Brun,  ipfe 
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licet  fcienti^  naturalis  parum  ftudiofus,  perculfus  tamen  rei  novitate,  beftiam 
congenerem  Philandrum  fideliter  depinxit,  cujus  catulos  ipfe  vidit  e matris  fac- 
culo  abdominali  exeuntes  et  circumfpedantes.  Noflris  vero  temporibus,  con- 
jundlo  navigatorum  et  phiiofophorum  ftudio,  compertus  efl  alter  quafi  novus 
orbis,  animalia  continens  queis  eadem  datur  capfula  ad  recipiendos  pullos  : quo- 
rum praecipue  memorandas  funt  Ipecies  duas  Macropi,  feu  Kanguroo,  Quinetiam 
castera  Nov^  Hollandiie  quadrupedia,  utcunque  in  aliis  differant,  in  hoc  tamen 
cum  Didelphidibus  aliquatenus  conveniunt. 

'Species  quam  rasprefentat  tabula  vulgaris,  feu  Opoffum  communiter  et 
Kar’  di6la,  primo  omnium  detegebatur,  creteris  major.  Vix  feli  domef- 

tlcx.  cedit  magnitudine,  forma  crafTiori.  Color  cinereo-fubflavefcens.  Pilus  mol- 
lis, denfus,  paululum  eredus.  Aures  tenues,  nigricantes,  rotundatae,  margine 
albo  cinCtae.  Cauda  aliquatenus  fquamofa,  pilis  rariffimis  tegitur  j 'prehenftlis  quo- 
que efl  i eam  nempe  circa  quodcunque  voluerit  contorquere  poteft  Didelphis,  ut 
fufpendat  fe  more  multarum  fimiarum.  Nullam  jadare  poteft  pulchritudinem  s 
facies  enim  elongata  efl,  ore  ampliffimo.  Pedes  unguibus  acuminatis  muniti 
funt  j digiti  vero  interiores  feu  pollices  pedum  poflicorum,  ungues  habent  (ut 
funt  fimiarum)  rotundatos.  Crura  nigricant.  Venter  albet.  Pars  caudae  fu- 
perior  tantum  non  nigra.  Carnibus  vefeitur  Didelphis,  gallinas  avefque  mi- 
nores, nec  non  alia  animalia,  more  Putorii  Europaei,  prasdatur. 

Pulli  primo  nati  embryonibus  dicuntur  effe  fimiles,  facculumque  abdomina- 
lem vel  ipfi  illico  intrant,  aut  ibi  a parente  reponuntur  ^ uberibus  fefe  arde 
affigunt,  fimulque  ac  increverit  robur  et  magnitudo,  iterum  in  lucem  prodeunt ; 
deinceps  latibulum  non  nifi  periculum  veriti  quaerentes» 
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THE  VIRGINIAN  OPOSSUM. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Two  canine  teeth  in  each  jaw. 

Cutting  teeth  unequal  in  number  in  each  jaw. 

Five  toes  on  each  foot:  hind  feet  formed  like  a hand,  with  a diftindb  thumb. 
Tail  very  long,  flender,  and  ufually  naked. 

Pennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Yellowifh-grey  OpolTum,  with  blackifh  rounded  ears  edged  witli  white; 
Virginian  OpofTum.  Pennant,  ^adr.  p.  301. 

Opoflum.  PhiL  TranJ.  abridged^  2.  884.  /.  13. 


TH  E difcovery  of  the  weftern  world,  while  it  aftonifhed  mankind  by 
its  vafl  extent  of  territory,  and  a new  face  of  nature  in  the  earth 
itfelf,  was  not  lefs  produ6live  of  wonder  to  naturalifts  In  the  numerous  and 
curious  fpecies  of  animals  then  firft  introduced  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
European  philofophers.  Amongft  thefe  flriking  examples  of  fmgular  flruc- 
ture  the  OpolTum  formed  one  of  the  principal  objefls  : an  animal  in  which 
nature  appeared  to  have  exerted  a new  and  unheard-of  contrivance  for  the 
protedtion  of  the  young  \ which,  inllead  of  being  expofed  during  their 
ftate  of  helplefs  infancy  to  the  cafualties  to  which  other  creatures  are  liable, 


were 
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were  fecurely  concealed  in  a pouch  fituated  under  the  body  of  the  female. 
So  wonderful  an  example  of  the  preferving  power  of  nature  was  moll  juftly 
admired  by  the  philofophic  world ; and  the  different  ^ fpecies  of  Opoffum, 
(for  the  genus  is  of  confiderable  extent,)  were  long  regarded  as  the  peculiar 
and  exclulive  natives  of  the  American  Continent.  The  refearches  however 
of  naturalifts  in  time  difeovered  that  there  exifted  in  other  parts  of  the 
globe  animals  of  a fimilar  ftruflure,  and  in  the  ifland  of  Java  in  particular, 
an  animal  which  belongs  to  this  genus  was  difeovered  by  Le  Brun,  the 
painter,  who,  tho'  not  himfelf  a fcientific  naturalill,  could  not  fail  to  be 
flruck  by  a circumflance  of  fo  much  curiofity.  He  has  accordingly  deferibed  an 
animal  called  the  Philander,  in  which  he  obferved  the  young  peeping  out  of  their 
temporary  refidence  in  the  ventral  pouch  of  their  parent.  The  perfevering 
efforts  of  navigators  accompanied  by  naturalifts  have  at  length  dicovered  as 
it  were  another  new  world,  and  other  animals,  not  lefs  furprifing  than  the 
Opolfums ; and  which  feem  in  many  particulars  to  agree  in  ftrucfture  with 
thofe  animals  ; being  like  them  furniilied  with  an  abdominal  pouch  for  the 
temporary  refidence  of  their  young.  Of  this  the  two  fpecies  of  Kanguroo 
are  remarkable  examples  ^ and  even  the  other  quadrupeds  of  New  Holland, 

tho’  very  different  in  the  reft  of  their  generic  charaders,  ftill  make  fome 

approach  to  the  genus  Didelphis  or  Opoffum. 

The  particular  fpecies  of  Opoffum  reprefented  on  the  plate  is  the  common 
or  large  American  fpecies,  or  the  Opoffum  emphatically  fo  called;  which 

was  the  fpecies  firft  difeovered,  and  is  much  larger  than  the  reft  of  its 
genus.  It  is  fcarce  inferior  in  fize  to  a cat,  but  is  of  a thicker  form.  Its 
colour  is  a pale  yellowifh  afli  or  grayifh,  and  its  fur  is  fbft  and  thick,  and 
grows  fomewhat  ered.  The  ears  are  thin,  blackifh,  round,  and  edged 

with  a border  of  white.  The  tail  is  very  thinly  coated  with  hair;  and  has 
[ fomewhat  of  a fcaly  appearance  : it  is  alfo  prehenfile,  or  poffeffed  of  a power 
'Of  coiling,  like  thofe  of  fome  monkeys,  round  any  objed  by  v/hich  the  ani- 

No,  I,  t 
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mal  pleafes  to  fufpend  itfelf.  It  is  a creature  which  has  no  great  fliare  of 
external  beauty.  It  has  a long  or  produced  lharp  face,  and  a very  wide 
mouth.  The  feet  are  furnilhed  with  fliarp  claws,  but  the  interior  toes,  or 
thumbs,  of  the  hind  feet  are  flat  and  rounded,  and  have  nails  like  thofe  of  the 
monkey  tribe.  The  legs  are  blackifh,  and  the  belly  white.  The  upper  part 
of  the  tail  is  nearly  black.  It  is  a carnivorous  animal,  and  preys  on  poultry 
and  the  fmaller  birds  and  other  creatures,  in  the  manner  of  the  European 
polecat. 

The  young,  when  firfl:  born,  are  laid  to  refemble  fcetufes,  and  they  either 
enter  the  abdominal  pouch  themfelves,  or  elfe  are  immediately  placed  there 
by  the  parent  animal  i where  they  attach  themfelves  immoveably  to  the 
teats,  and  when  they  have  attained  fufEcient  growth  and  llrength,  again 
emerges  after  which  they  occafionally  take  refuge  in  the  fame  receptacle 
on  the  approach  of  any  danger,  and  are  carried  about  by  the  parent. 
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PSITTACUS  SPLENDIDUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  aduncum  : mandibula  fuperiore  mobili  | cera  inftrufta. 

Nares  in  roftri  ball. 

Lingua  carnofa,  obtufa,  integra.  , 

Pedes  fcanforii. 

, Lin,  Syjl,  Nat.  f.  139, 


CHARACTER  SPECIEI  C*U  S,  &c. 

Pllttacus  macrourus  faiiguineus,  dorfo  nigro  maculato,  alis  caudaque  cyaneis, 
Pfittacus  Pennantii, 

Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  p.  91.  No,  26. 


Coloribus  vividis  adeo  et  variis  decoravit  natura  numerofas  pfittacorum  Ipe- 
cies,  ut  vix  ulla  arte  pidtoria  ad  vivum  pofllnt  exprimi  i interdum  etiam 
ipfae  fpecies,  ob  nimiam  inter  fe  affinitatem  et  admixturam,  vix  ac  ne  vix  ac- 
curate diftingui.  Hanc  difficultatem  non  parum  auget  magna  illa  differentia 
quae  inter  marem  et  foeminam  ejufdem  fpeciei  non  raro  contingit.  Species 
jam  defcribenda  charadteres  quoad  colores  gerit  adeo  diftindos,  ut  ab  aliis 
adulta  et  perfe6la  facile  dignofci  queat.  In  quibufdam  tamen  Ipeciminibus, 
quae  forte  ad  maturitatem  non  pervenerint,  vel  fexus  funt  foeminei,  tanta  eft 
plumarum  diverfitas  ut  in  dubio  haereant  phyfici  quam  ad  fpeciem  debeant 
referrL 
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Pfittacus  hic  farmoHis  plerofque  fui  generis  antecedit  pulchritudine  et  colo- 
rum fplendore.  Ad  fpecies  macrouras  leu  longicandas  pertinet,  et  inter  pfittacos 
vulgo  Lcj'ies  didtos  numerandus  eft.  Color  ejus  generalis  eil  vivide  fanguineus, 
corporis  parte  inferiore  paulum  pallidiore.  Pennae  dorfi  nigrae  funt,  rubro  cindtae. 
Humeri,  feu  tedrices  minores  lucide  coerulei.  Verfus  mediam  alarum  partem 
color  coeruleus  magis  cyaneus  eft,  non  fine  virore  aliquo  obfcuriore.  Super 
axillas  color  pennarum  niger  in  maculam  tranfverfam  nigram,  apicibus  acumi- 
natis difcurrit.  Cauda  praelonga  ad  imum  eft  cuneatior.  Redlrices  duae  inter- 
mediae virore  tindlae  funt,  reliquae  pulcherrime  cyaneae,  m.arginibus  lucidioribus. 
Uropygium  fanguinei  eft  ruboris.  Crura  pedefque  nigricant.  Roftrum  albi- 
cans fubflavefcit,  bafi  plumbea.  Ab  utraque  parte  maxillae  inferioris  macula 
eft  lucide  coerulea  quo  fane  ftgno  fpecies  ipfa  pofTit  dignofci  ; in  omnibus 
enim  mihi  ha6lenus  vifts  clare  femper  extitit. 

Formofa  haec  avis  Novae  Hollandiae  eft  incola^  et  a Lathamio  in  Synopft 
fua  avium,  nomine  Pfittaci  Pennantii,  in  honorem  celeberrimi  Domini  Pen- 
nant, diftinguitur.  Cum  tamen  nomina  ut  dicuntur,  trivialia^  ad  ipfius  animalis 
quod  defcribitur  vel  colorem,  vel  mores  et  habitus,  aliqua  ex  parte,  quamvis 
faepe  forfan  remotius,  debeant  referri,  potius  mihi  vifum  eft  avem  novo  nomine 
defignare.  Pfittacum  igitur  J^kndidum  apellavi. 
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THE  SPLENDID  PARROT. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  hooked.  Upper  mandible  moveable. 

Nostrils  round,  placed  in  die  bafe  of  die  bill. 

Tongue  flefhy,  broad,  blunt  at  the  end. 

Legs  Ihort.  Toes  formed  for  climbings  viz.  two  toes-  forward,  'and  two 
backward* 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Long-tailed  fanguine-red  Parrot,  with  die  back  fpotted  with  black,  the 
wings  and  tail  blue. 

Pennantiaii  Parrot,.  Lath,  SynopJ,  SuppL  p,  6i, 

Splendid  Parrot,.  Natur alift's  Mifcellany^  pi,  53,. 


Nature  has  been  fo  profufe  of  her  decorations  in  the  Parrot  tribe, 
and  the  number  of  fpecies  into  which  fhe  has  diflributed  thefe  birds 
is  fo  great,  that  it  is  difficult  to  imitate  with  precifion  the  former  in  paint- 
ing, and  to  diflinguiffi  with  accuracy  the  latter  by  exa6l  Ipecific  charadlers. 
This  difficulty  is  dill  further  increafed  by  the  numerous  variations  to  which 
they  are  fubjedl,  as  well  as  by  the  difference  which  frequently  takes  place  in 
the  oppofite  fexes  of  the  fame  bird.  The  prelent  fpecies  feems  to  poffefs 
eharadlers  as  to  its  plumage,  which  in  the  full  grown  bird  can  never  fail'  of 
difcriminating  it  eafily  as  a didind  fpecies  s but  in  thofe  individuals  which 
are  either  not  arrived  at  their  mature  age^  or  elfe  are  female  birds,  a very 


con^ 
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confiderable  diverfity  of  plumage  takes  place;  fo  great  as  to  call:  a doubt 
over  the  fpecies,  and  prevent  it  from  being  at  all  times  accurately  afcertained. 

This  beautiful  Parrot  perhaps  exceeds  moft  of  its  tribe  in  the  richnefs 
and  fplendor  of  its  appearance.  It  belongs  to  the  divifion  of  the  genus 
known  by  the  name  of  long-tailed  Parrots,  (Ffittaci  macrcuri)  and  may  be 
placed  among  the  fpecies  cornmonly  called  Lories,  The  general  colour  of  the 
bird  is  the  richefl  fanguine  red,  fomewhat  lighter  on  the  under  part  of  the  body. 
The  feathers  on  the  back  are  black,  edged  with  red.  The  flioulder  parts  or 
coverts  of  the  wings  are  of  a moll:  elegant  lucid  blue,  which  towards  the 
middle  of  the  wing  becomes  fomewhat  darker,  and  accompanied  by  a tinge 
of  green.  Juft  above  the  axillae  or  inferior  bend  pf  the  wings  the  black 
runs  out  on  each  fide  into  a broadiili  fpot  with  fharpened  extremities.  The 
tail  is  very  long  and  cuneated : the  two  middle  feathers  tinged  with 
green,  the  reft  a rich  deep  blue,  the  edges  being  more  vivid  than  the  other 
parts.  The  rump  is  of  the  fame  fanguine  red  with  the  reft  of  the  bird. 
The  legs  and  claws  are  black  or  nearly  fo.  The  beak  of  a whitifh  yellow, 
lead  coloured  at  the  bafe ; and  on  each  fide  of  the  under  mandible  is  a 
patch  of  feathers  of  a very  rich  lucid  blue,  which  feems  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  diftinguiflied  marks  of  the  fpecies,  fince  in  all  which  I have  yet  feen 
it  has  been  uniformly  confpicuous. 

This  curious  bird  is  a native  of  New  Holland,  and  has  been  named  by 
Mr.  Latham  the  Pennantian  Parrot,  in  honour  of  the  clebrated  Mr.  Pennant; 
but  as  trivial  names  fhould  if  poftible  always  be  contrived  in  fuch  a manner 
as  to  convey  fome  idea,  (even  tho'  an  indiftind  one,)  of  the  fubjed  itfelf, 
I have  therefore  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  give  a name  which  might 
in  fome  degree  point  out  the  beauty  of  the  bird,  and  have  accordingly 
called  it  Pfittacus  fplendidus. 
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C ERVUS  ALCES. 


CHARACTER  GENERIC  US. 

Cornua  folida,  tenera^  corio  hirto  te6ta  apiceque  crefcentia,  denudata,  annua^ 
De  NTES  Primores  inferiores  8. 

Laniarii  nulli  (interdum  folitarii  fuperius.)  Lin^ 


C PI  A R A C T E R SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Cervus  cornibus  acaulibus  palmatis  caruncula  gutturali. 

Lin.  Syft.  Nat.  p,  92* 

Alce.  Plin.  Hift.  Nat,  8.  c.  15. 

Cervus  cornibus  ab  imo  ad  fiimmum  palmatis.  BriJ]'.  Regn.  Anim.  p.  93.  n,  9. 


INTER  cervos  maximus  efl  Alces;  eft  enim  illi  moles  pene  equina.  Ve- 
teris fimul  et  novi  orbis  efb  incola ; at  in  America  et  Afise  partibus  fri- 
gidioribus, amplior  eft  quam  in  Europa.  Ab  aliis  fui  generis  prsecipue  dif- 
tinguitur  cornuum  figura  menfaraqucj  quae  a ftipite  feu  bafi  brevifiima  illico 
latifTime  expanduntur,  excurruntque  in  plurimos  ramulos  extrinfecus  acuminatos, 
qui  junioribus  pauciores  funt  quam  adultis.  Alces  frigldilTimas  regiones  inco- 
lere voluit  natura.  In  nullis  Europ2e  regionibus  confpicitur  nifi  feptentrionalibus, 
et  pr^cipue  Boreali  Suecia»  Norunt  illum  Americani  nomine  JVLoofe,  Pleriquo 
phyfici  peramplum  et  crairiffimum  labium  fuperius  illi  tribuunt : in  hoc  tamen 
'ipfo  fpecimine  a Septentrionali  Suecia  nuper  delato,  quodque  pulcherrimum 
fimul  ac  perfedilTimum  efl  habitum,  nihil  hujufmodi  videre  efl.  Ledorem 
admonitum  velim  figuram  Alces  in  Bulfoni  hiftoria  prave  efle  effidam..  Multo 
accuratius  hoc  animal  repreefentat  Pennantius  in  Zoologia  Ardica* 


Alces 
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’ Alces,  fublto  excitatus,  cum  primum  in  fugam  fe  dare  conatur,  corruit  in- 
terdum,  vdut  motu  privatus.  Num  hoc  ab  i6tu  epileptico,  ut  opinantur  plures, 
feu  a folo  metu  accidat,  ut  in  equis  notifilmum  eft,  feu  alia  quanam  de  caufa, 
difficile  eft  dicere.  Res  tamen  ipfa  non  deneganda  eft,  quae  et  fuperliitloni  anili 
et  populari  anfam  dedit,  ungulis  nempe  Alces  ineffie  vim  antiepiiepticam  ^ 
et  ferio  olim  credebatur  poffie  illum  impetum  hujus  morbi  a feipfo  depellere, 
ungulo  aurem  fuam  fricando. 

% 

Pilo  induitur  Alces  infigniter  craffo,  firmo  et  elaflico.  Greffii  plerumque 
incedit  (ut  phyfici  folertis  verbis  utar,)  alto  fed  laxo,  more  fuccuflatoris ; 
qui  fane  illi  inceffus  ob  crurum  longitudinem  non  male  convenit.  Corpus 
breve  eft,  obefum,  et  validum  ; collo  admodum  curto,  piloque  inde  in  den- 
fam  et  fuberedlam  quafi  jubam  aftlirgente.  Color  generalis  eft  cinereo-fufeus 
obfcurior.  Alces  laceffitus,  defendere  fe  folet  pedibus  anterioribus  violenter 
feriendo,  in  quo  fane  pugnae  genere  adeo  eft,  peritus,  ut  canem,  immo 

lupum  interdum  unico  i61:u  poffit  occidere.  Caro  ejus  nutrimenti  fimiil  et 

faporis  plena,  frigidiorem  orbem  incolentibus  inter  cibos  eft  primarios  et 
deledlabiles.  Afferunt  Americani  cervum  Mooje^  qui  inter  varietates  eft  hujus 

fpeciei,  ferinam  praebere  longe  pr^eftantiffimam : nafufque  ejus  praecipue  inter 
lautiffimas  eorum  delicias  memoratur.  Lingua  quoque  in  pretio  eft.  Cum 
igitur  caro  adeo  praecellat,  per  campos  nivofaque  orbis  ardici  deferta  exquiritur 
Alces,  plagifque  et  omnigena  fraude  in  perniciem  illius  confpiratur.  Fit 
etiam  non  raro  ut  a lupis  et  urfis  occidatur.  Animal  eft  Alces  mite  et 

innocuum,  vaftas  zonae  frigides  fylvas  incolens,  ubi  arborum  ramulos  et  vir- 
gulta depafeitur. 

Notandum  eft  vafta  illa  cornua,  in  Hibernia  aliifque  F.uropse  partibus  e 

terra  eftbffa,  quasque  cornua  efle  Alces  opinati  funt  plures  phyfici,  fi  atten- 
tius infpiciantur,  ab  illis  et  figura  et  menfura  plurimum  diftare,  five  fit  Alces 
Europaeus,  five  Americanus.  Hanc  igitur  fententiam  hodierni  jure  refpuerunt. 

THE 
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THE  ELK. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Horns  upright,  folid,  branched,  annually  deciduous. 

Eight  cutting  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw ; none  in  the  upper.  Pennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Deer  with  nearly  ftemlefs  palmated  horns,  and  commonly  a guttural  caruncle. 
Elk.  Pennant,  ^mdr,  p.  93. 

I/ Elan  Buff,  11,  79.  tab,  7,  8, 


The  Elk  is  the  largeft  Ipecies  of  the  Deer  kind,  and  is  in  fize  but 
little  inferior  to  a horfe.  It  is  common  to  both  continents,  but  in 
America  and  fome  of  the  coldefh  parts  of  Afia  it  attains  to  a ftill  larger 
fize  than  in  Europe.  Its  principal  mark  of  diftinduion  from  the  other  fpe- 
cies  of  its  genus  is  the  fhape  or  manner  of  growth  of  the  horns,  which 
from  a very  fhort  ftem  or  lower  part  immediately  expand  into  a great 
width,  and  run  into  feveral  lliarp-pointed  procefTes  externally.  The  number 
of  thefe  procefies  differs  according  to  tlie  age  of  the  animal,  and  is  moft 
confiderable  in  thofe  of  advanced  life.  It  is  an  animal  peculiarly  adapted 

by  nature  to  cold  climates.  In  Europe  it  is  found  in  the  northern  regions,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  northern  parts  of  Sweden.  In  America  it  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Moofe-Decr.  Moil  authors  iti  their  delcriptions  of  tlic 
No,  L F " Elk) 
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Elk,  mention  the  great  length  and  thicknefs  of  the  upper  lip.  In  the  Iped- 
men  however  from  which  this  figure  was  taken,  and  which  was  lately  brought 
over  from  Sweden,  and  regarded  as  a fpecimen  of  uncommon  perfeclion  and 
beauty,  no  appearance  of  this  kind  is  vifible.  I think  it  neceflary  to  obferve 
that  the  figure  of  the  Elk  in  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  Count  de  Buffbn  is 
fuch  as  to  convey  no  juft  idea  of  the  animal,  but  in  the  Ardlic  Zoology  of 
Mr.  Pennant  is  a much  fuperior  reprefentation. 

This  animal  when  fuddenly  difturbed,  and  endeavouring  to  make  its  efcape,. 
Is  fometimes  obferved  to  fall  down,  as  if  deprived  for  fome  moments  of  the 
power  of  motion.  Whether  this  be  really  owing  (as  has  frequently  been  ima- 
gined) to  an  epileptic  fit,  or  whether  merely  arifing  from  fear,  or  fudden 
furprife,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe  in  horfes,  or  from  what  other  caufe  is  perhaps 
not  very  eafy  to  determine.  The  fad  however  is  fo  well  authenticated  as  to 
lay  claim  to  our  belief.  Whatever  be  the  caufe  of  the  phenomenon  itfelf.  It 
has  given  rife  to  the  popular  fuperftition  of  attributing  to  the  hoofs  of  the  Elk 

a very  great  and  powerful  virtue  as  an  anti-epileptic  medicine;  and  it  was  once 
^ 

imagined  that  the  Elk  had  a power  of  curing  itfelf  of  its  own  diforder,  or  of 
preventing  an  approaching  fit,  by  fcratching  its  ear  with  its  hoof 

The  hair  of  the  Elk  is  remarkable  thick,  ftrong,  and  elaftic.  Its  ufual 
mode  of  progrefilon  is  (to  ufe  the  words  of  an  accurate  naturalift)  a high, 
ftiambling  trot,’^  a pace  which  is  the  more  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  creature  on. 
account  of  the  remarkable  length  of  its  legs.  The  form  of  the  body  is  thick,  fhort,. 
and  ftrong : the  neck  very  fhort,  and  rifing  up  behind  into  a fort  of  ftif- 
fened  mane  : the  head  very  large,  and  the  tail  raoft  ex.tremely  flioru  The 
general  colour  of  the  animal  is  a deep  iron-gray.  When  attacked,  the  Elk 
defends  itfelf  by  ftriking  violently  forwards  with  his  fore-feet,  in  the  ufe  of 

which  he  is  fo  dextrous  as  cafily  to  kill  a dog,  (and  fometimes  even  a wolf 
with  a fingle  blow» 


To 
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To  the  inhabitants  of  the  colder  regions  the  Elk  furnilhes  a principal  and 
luxurious  article  of  food.  The  flelh  is  regarded  as  extremely  nutritive  and 
pleai’ant.  That  of  the  Moofe-Deer,  or  American  variety,  is  reckoned  the  fineft 
venifon  in  the  world,  and  the  nofe  is  numbered  amongfl  the  greateft  delica- 
cies that  America  affords.  The  tongue  is  alfo  in  great  eflimation.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  fuperiority  of  its  flefh  as  an  article  of  diet,  it  is  hunted  over 
the  plains  and  fnowy  deferts  of  the  northern  regions,  and  every  method  is 
devifed  by  which  the  animal  may  meet  its  deflrudlion.  It  is  alfo  faid  to  be 
attacked,  and  not  unfrequently  deftroyed,  by  wolves  and  bears.  It^  is  a mild 
and  harmlefs  animal,  and  is  principally  fupported  by  bronzing  the  boughs  of 
trees  amongfl  the  vaft  and  dreary  forefts  of  the  frozen  zone. 

I fhould  not  difmifs  the  fubjed  of  the  Elk  without  mentioning  that  the  enor- 
mous foffil  horns  which  have  been  fo  frequently  found  in  Ireland  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  and  which  have  generally  been  attributed  to  the  Moofe  or 
American  Elk,  are  now  no  longer  regarded  as  belonging  to  that  animal ; fincc 
on  an  accurate  examination  they  are  found  to  differ  both  in  figure  and  pro- 
portion, from  thofe  of  the  Elk,  whether  of  Europe  or  America, 
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SIMIA  M O R M O N, 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Dentes  Primores  utrinque  quatuor,  approximati. 
Laniarii  folitarii,  iongioreS;^  hinc  remoti. 

Molares  obtufi. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Simia  remicaudata  fub-barbata  olivaceo-fufca, 
natibus  calvis  fanguineis,  lumbis  violaceis. 
Simia  Mormon., 


genis  coeruleis  oblique  ftrlatis^ 

Gmel,  Syjl,  Nat,  p.  29. 
Schreher,  i.  f,  65.  t,  8. 


CU  M Linnseani  Syftematis  fynonyma,  (q\iod  fane  ob  operis  amplitudinem^ 
vix  poiTit  evitari,)  permifcuerit  faepe  falfoque  citaverit  iliuftris  au6lor,  eo  fit 
ut  confufa  fit  Papionis  fpecies  quam  in  tabula  depinximus,  cum  altera  omni- 
no diverfa,  huic  noftrs  licet,  exceptis  magnitudine  vividifque  coloribus,  fimU- 
lima  j cum  Simia  nempe  Maimone  Linn^ei.. 

Species  de  qua  jam  agitur,  inter  rarifiimas  fui  generis  merito  numeratur : in 
Europam  interdum  invehitur,  colorefque  reliquis  omnibus  longe  pulchriores  for- 
tita  eft,  formamque  mire  peculiarem.  Magnitudine  interdum  pedes  quinque 
fuperat».  Corpore  eft  firmo  validoque,  fpegiemque  roboris  auget  quafi  et  efferat 

pili 


[ 


I 


<f 


SiMiA  3’[ TT  o Tii]e  IT.air.ijeaatjrjd  ]B_ab.oo:k. 

/V//-  V/-  r/'r  - /'"/  e/^/,v  '''/'. /jZp/,  /'/ _z  7-h/  - .n/':././  ■ Ya,'>_'M.o''c.-//rt 


<'/1^ 


WT^ 


•i-'tr 


>i< 


4 


• ^ 


» i 


■i» 


\> 


\ 


i/N  V , 


> * 


. • VI» 


> 

N* 

V- 


• . N' 


i 


■ V.  . 


f» 


'V- 


'^y 


*5  ,» 

V‘ 


••  - >.,  \- 


\ 


\y 


,.«•  >..v^ 


H.  • - •■ 


>.  <■ 


'*<>■.  fri'., , 


■'•■t 


t*&^'  .*Xx4 


.L.-. 


' 1 


' ’a:, 


*0  *a«i 


. ■•'i; 


113« 


( 37  ) 

pili  denfitas  et  longitudo : pra^fertim  in  partibus  corporis  fuperioribus.  Oculb 
quos  inter  exiguum  eft  fpatium,  colore  funt' caftaneo  ^ decurritque  ab  illis  fafcia 
lata  rubri  ardentiflimi,  feu  coccinei,  et  fuper  apicem  roflri  diffunditur,  quod 
quafi  abruptum  et  truncatum  eft,  roftro  fuillo  non  longe  abfimile.  Gense  funt 
fplendide  violaceo-ccerulejE,  fulcifque  plurimis  oblique  du6lis  profunde  notantur. 
Csetera  facies  ex  albido  fordide  fubflavefcit.  Super  frontem  afturgit  vellus  acu- 
minatum. A mento  barba  acuminata  fub-aurantio-flava  dependet.  Dentes, 
(quos  optime  exprimit  figura,)  validifTimi  et  maximi.  Circa  collum  pofticum 
pilus  multo  longior  eft  quam  in  reliquo  corpore,  efficitque  quafi  torquem  ad 
partes  anteriores  decurrentem.  Color  imus  ex  olivario  fufco-flavefcit,  non  fine 
nigredine  quapiam  in  illo  artuum  latere  quod  exterius  eft,  et  in  dorfo.  Peclus 
autem  venterque  fere  albefcunt,  et  fuper  torquem  qui  in  collo  exftat,  circaque 
nates,  coloris  violaceo-fufci  veftigia  quaedam  cernuntur.  Lumborum  regio  pene 
denudatur  pilis,  et  coloris  eft  eximie  violaceo- coerulei,  in  laete  coccineum  fen- 
fim  tranfeuntis  : rubor  autem  pr^cipuus  in  partibus  pofticis  caudam,  cingit 
breviftimam  et  fere  nullam.  Manus  pedefque  interne  nigricant,  latifque  et  acu- 
minatis unguibus  muniuntur.  Ingenti  eft  robore  Simia  Mormon,  diftinguiturque 
ferocitate  magis  quam  manfuetudine  i quod  Papionibus  majoribus  commune 
eft. 

Africam  incolit  interiorem.  Quamvis  in  carcere  inclufa  fedens  fepe  confjd- 
ciatur  ut  refert  tabula,  fui  tamen  juris  uteretur  communiter  eodem  corporis 
fitu  quo  caetera  quadrupedia.  Notandum  eft  falfo  fynonymorum  citatione  con- 
fundi faspius  hanc  fpeciem  cum  Papione  Sphinge  Linnsei,  a quo  tamen  Ion- 
giftime  diftat,  quemque  vix  alium  crediderim  ab  illo  qui  Papio  vulgaria 
dicitur. 
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THE  VARIEGATED  BABOON. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Front  Teeth  in  each  jaw  4,  placed  near  together. 

Canine  Teeth  folitary,  longer  than  the  otherSj  dlftant  from  the  remaining 
teeth  or  grinders. 

Grinders  obtufe. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &:c. 

Short-tailed  whilkered  Baboon,  bare  behind,  with  pointed  nails,  and  violet- 
coloured  loins. 

Great  Baboon,  Pennant,  ^adr,  p,  173. 

Variegated  Baboon.  Naturaliji's  Mijcellany^  pi,  4S. 


FR  O M a confufion  and  mifapplication  of  fynonyms,  which,  in  fo  extenfive 
a work  as  that  of  the  Syftema  Naturae  of  Linnsus,  feems  almoft  un- 
avoidable, it  has  happened  that  the  fpecies  of  Baboon  here  reprefented  has 
been  confounded  with  one  really  different,  though  very  much  refembling  It. 
The  fpecies  alluded  to  is  the  Simia  Maimon  of  Linnaeus,  which,  except  in 

fize  and  vivid  colours,  bears  the  higheft  general  refemblance  to  our  prefent 
animal. 


This 
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This  very  ciirious  creature  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  rareft  of  its 
tribe,  and  is  not  often  to  be  feen  in  Europe.  It  is  however  fometimes  ob- 
tained, and  exhibits  at  once  the  moft  beautiful  and  lively  colours  of  any  Ipe- 
cies  yet  known,  and  at  the  fame  time  an  appearance  in  the  higheft  degree 
fingular  and  fbriking.  It  is  an  animal  of  very  conliderable  fize,  having  been 
fometimes  feen  more  than  five  feet  high.  Its  form  is  uncommonly  ftrong 
and  mufcular,  while  the  great  length  and  thicknefs  of  the  hair  on  the 
fuperior  parts  of  the  body  ftill  adds  to  this  appearance  of  ftrength  and  vi- 
gour. The  eyes  (which  are  placed  very  clofe  or  near  each  other,)  are  of  a 
deep  hazel.  Down  the  middle  of  the  nofe  from  the  eyes  runs  a broad  band 
of  vivid  vermilion  red,  which  diffufes  itfelf  over  the  tip  of  the  fnout,  which 
has  a fomewhat  abrupt  termination,  in  fome  degree  approaching  to  that  of  a 
hog.  The  fides  of  the  nofe  are  of  a very  fine  violaceous  blue,  and  are  very 
ftrongly  marked  by  feveral  deep  furrows  in  an  oblique  diredlion.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  face  is  of  a pale  dull  whitifli  yellow.  On  the  top  of  the  front 
the  hair  rifes  in  a very  remarkable  manner  into  a pointed  form.  Beneath 
the  chin  is  a pointed  beard  of  a light  orange-yellow.  The  teeth  (as  the 
figure  well  exprefles,)  are  mofl  extremely  ftrong  and  large.  Round  the  back 
of  the  neck  the  hair  is  much  longer  than  on  other  parts,  and  inclines  down- 
v/ards  on  the  fore  parts,  fomewhat  in  the  mianner  of  a wreath  or  tippet. 

The  general  colour  of  the  animal  is  an  olivaceous-yellow-brown,  with  a 
.caft  of  blackifli  on  the  outfide  of  the  limbs  and  back  ; but  is  much  lighter 
or  almoft  whitifh  in  front  of  the  body^  and  on  the  projesfting  tippet  of  the 
neck  and  round  the  hips  it  has  a flight  tinge  of  violet-brovvn.  Round  the 
region  of  the  loins  the  fkin  is  almoft  bare,  and  is  of  a moft  beautiful  violet- 
blue,  which  gradually  alters  into  a vivid  vermilion,  which  is  more  confpicuous 


m 
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on  the  hinder  part  where  it  flirrounds  the  tail,  which  is  extremely  fhort  and 
fcarce  apparent.  The  hands  and  feet  are  of  a duflcy  colour  internally,  and 
are  furniflied  with  broad  but  pointed  claws.  It  is  an  animal  of  great  ftrength 
and  ferocity,  and,  like  other  large  Baboons,  is  generally  diftinguilhed  more 
by  thefe  qualities  than  by  thofe  of  docility  and  mildnefs. 

It  is  a native  of  the  interior  parts  of  Africa.  Tho'  in  a ftate  of  confine- 
ment it  frequently  fits  in  the  manner  reprefented  in  the  figure,  yet  its  natural 
and  ufual  poflure  is  like  that  of  other  quadrupeds.  It  iliould  be  obferved, 
that  from  the  mifquotation  of  the  fynonymous  names  of  authors,  it  has  hap- 
pened that  this  fpecies  has  been  erroneoufly  defcribed  and  quoted  as  the 
Simia  Sphinx  of  Linnaeus  ; which  is  a fpecies  widely  different,  and  indeed 
feems  to  be  no  other  than  the  common  large  Baboon. 
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PHASIANUS  ARGUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Genae  cute  nuda  iasvigata,  Lin.  Syjl.  Nat.  p.  271. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  Scc. 

Phafianus  luteo-fufcus,  nigro  pundtatus,  remigibus  maculis  ocellaribus  ovatis. 
Phafianus  Argus.  Lin,  Syjl,  Nat,  f,  27  2^ 

Lath,  Ind.  Orn,  f,  629. 


GRande  in  hac  avi  habemus  exemplum  quid  poffit  colorum  conjundio^  qui 
hgillatim  vifi,  ob  modicam  et  quotidianam  pulchritudinem  nihili  habentur. 
Carens  Argus  lauta  illa  fulgidaque  varietate  qua  penn^  phafiani  pidi  Linnaei, 
five  aurati,  fuperbiunt  j rutiloque  et  gemmanti  illius,  qui  communis  feu  Col- 
chicus dicitur,  afpedu ; jadat  tamen  elegantem  quandam  venuftatem,  princi- 
pemque fibi  inter  congeneres  locum,  nec  immerito,  videtur  vindicare. 

Color  primarius  languide  fufco-flavefcit,  maculis  undulifque  innumeris  nigri- 
cantibus variatus.  Ornatur  alarum  remigum  exterius  latus  ferie  continua  ma- 
cularum ovatarum  et  ocellatarum,  leviter  fufcarum,  cindarumique  circulo  fub- 
nigro,  qui  alio  albo  includitur.  Area  feu  pars  media  macularum,  pallidior 
multo  eft  interius  juxta  fcapum  quam  exterius.  Reliqua  tota  longitudo  lateris 
exterioris  ferie  ftriarum  nigricantium  obliquarum  notatur,  maculifque  plurimis 
No.  I.  G 
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rotundis  ejufdem  coloris.  Lateris  interioris  feii  latioris  pars  qiise  fcapo  proximaj, 
eft  fufco-ferruginca;  reliquum  fere  albet,  maculifque  creberrimus,  rotundis,  nigri- 
cantibus, more  teilne  illius  nomine  Cyprascm  Tigridis  bene  cognitae,,  pulcherrime 
infignirur.  Scapus  pennte  albicat.  Alarum  pennae  breviores  feu  ad  humeros 
pofitae  a longioribus  jam  defciiptis  differunt  et  nequaquam  tamen  cedunt 
pulchritudine,  licet  ocellis  careant  : fcapus  enim  plumbeo-ccsruleus,  color- 
que primarius  clarior  et  lucidior  elegantius  variatur  : pars  fcilicet  exterior  fufco- 
flavefcit,  fub-nigro  maculata,  qualiter  tefta  Cypra^a  ; interior  feu  latior,  quae 
pulcherrime  feriugineo-pallida,  pimdtis  rotundis  albis  denfiflime  confpergltur  , api- 
cef.|ue  fufco-pallefcunt  labeculis  nigris  rotundis  diflinfli. 


Caput  -parfque  colli  fubccsrulea,  et  p'ene  denudantur  plumis  ; fuper  genas 
priccipue  et  circa  orbitam  oculorum ; male  tamen  (in  hoc  faltem  fpecimine) 
refpondent  defcriptioni  quam  a Domino  Edwards  tranfliulerunt  Linnaeus  reli- 
quique. Capitis  pars  pofterior  pennis  parvulis  nigricantibus  leviffime  videtur 
crifbata.  Dorii  et  Uropygii  fufco-flavefcunt  pennee,  non  fine  punflis  rotundis 
lub  -nigris.  Colli  quoque  et  pefloris  parti  inferiori  idem  eft  color  j ftriae  autein 
et  maculae  nigricantes  creberrime  confluunt;  quod  et  pennis  nonnullis  lateralibus 
obtigit.  Cauda  fufco-nigrans,  punflis  plurimis  albis  rotundis  interftindla,  ocellis, 
queis  al^  ornantur,  penitus  caret.  ReClrices  duae  intermediae,  ceteras  longe  fu- 
perantes,  apices  habent  acuminatos,  reliquae  rotundatos.  Roftrum  pedefque 
pallida. 


Infulas  Indiae  Orientalis,  Sumatram  praecipiue  et  abundanter  incolit  foriTiO- 
fiffima  haec  avis.  Cum  folitudinis  fit  cupida,  timidoqne  ingenio,  vix  ac  ne  vix 
cicur  evadit.  In  fyivis  pr^cipue  degit,  et  in  hoc  differre  dicitur  a congene- 
ribus, quod  hebes  inerfque  diem  terat,  nodfe  vigil  alacrifque ; quo  tempore 
querulam  edit  vocem  palumb  cS  non  abfimilem.  Magnitudine  Meleagridi  Gal- 
lopavoni  Linnaei  fere  aqualis  eft  Phaftanus  Argus,  a roftri  apice  ad  apicem 
caudae  circiter  quinque  pedes  longus. 
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I'HE  ARGUS  PHEASANT. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Cheeks  covered  with  a fmooth  naked  Hdn. 


■ JIaHk 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 

Yellowifh-bro wn  Pheafant,  fpotted  with  black  5 the  wing-feathers  marked 
by  oval  ocellated  fpots. 

Argus  Pheafant,  Lath,  Sympf,  2.  p,  710, 

L’ Argus  ou  le  Luen,  Buff,  OiJ,  2.  p,  361* 

Phih  LranJ,  voL  55.  />4  3.  88. 


Ti  H I S bird  affords  a remarkable  inftance  of  the  wonderful  effed  of  cer- 
tain colours  in  themfelves  of  no  peculiar  brilliancy,  yet  in  combination 
producing  an  appearance  of  the  moft  beautiful  kind.  Without  any  of  that 
fplendid  gaiety  which  ffiines  in  the  plumage  of  the  Golden  Pheafant  of  China, 
or  that  rich  profufion  of  glowing  tints  which  adorn  the  male  of  the  common 
Afiatic  fpecies,  it  is  yet  diftinguiffied  by  an  afped  fo  fuperior  as  to  be 
juftly  regarded  as  the  moft  magnificent  of  its  tribe. 
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The  general  or  prevailing  colour  is  a kind  of  fotc  yellowifli  brown,  varied  by 
innumerable  Ipots  and  undulations  ot  a deeper  or  blackifli  colour.  The  long 
or  principal  feathers  of  the  wings  are  marked  on  the  exterior  web  by  a con- 
tinued feries  of  large  oval  ocellated  fpots  of  a light  brown,  furrounded  by  a 
blackifh  circle,  which  is  again  bounded  by  a circle  of  white.  The  area  or 
internal  part  of  each  of  thefe  eye-like  fpots,  is  of  a much  paler  colour  on  the 
fide  next  the  fhaft,  than  on  the  oppofite  one.  The  remainder  of  the  outward 
web  is  marked  throughout  the  whole  length  by  oblique  blackifli  flreaks,  ac- 
companied by  numerous  round  fpots  of  the  fame  colour.  The  larger  or  in- 
terior web  is  on  the  part  next  the  fhaft  of  a ferruginous  brown,  while  the 
remainder  is  of  a very  pale  or  whitifli  colour,  beautifully  marked  by  a pro- 
digious number  of  round  blackifli  fpots,  extremely  refembling  thofe  on  the 
well-known  fliell  called  the  tiger-cowry.  The  fhaft,  or  midrib  is  whitifh.  The 
feathers  on  ^ the  region  of  the  fhoulders  differ  in  fome  reipedt  from  the  long 
feathers  jufl:  defcribed,  and  are  not  lefs  beautiful,  tho’  unadorned  by  the 
ocellated  fpots  ; the  fbafts  being  of  a blueifli  lead-colour ; the  ground-colour 
lighter  and  brighter,  and  the  variegations  richer  and  more  curious  5 the  out- 
ward web  being  yellowifh-brown,  thickly  fcattered  with  cowry-like  fpots,  and 
the  inner  or  broader  web  of  a beautiful  pale  ferruginous,  very  thickly  fprinkled 
with  innumerable  round  fpecks  of  white.  The  tips  are  pale  brown,  with  round 
Ipots  of  black. 


The  head  and  part  of  the  neck  are  of  a blueifh  tinge  and  almoft  bare  of 
feathers : the  orbits  and  cheeks  bare,  but  by  no  mieans  fuch  as  to  a^-ree 
with  the  defcription  given  by  Edwards,  and  from  him  copied  by  Linnaeus  and 
others.  The  head  appears  very  nightly  creiled  on  the  hinder  part  with 
fmall  darkifh  feathers.  The  dorfal  feathers  and  the  tail  coverts  are  teftaceous, 
or  pale  yellowifh-brown,  with  round  blackifh  fpots.  The  lower  part  of  the 
neck  and  bread  are  of  the  fame  colour,  very  thickly  befet  with  confluent  blackifh 
fpots  and  markings.  Some  of  the  fide  feathers  are  alfo  of  this  appearance. 
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The  tail  has  none  of  the  eyes  which  fo  elegantly  diftingiiifh  the  wings.  It 
is  of  a very  deep  brown,  varied  with  numerous  fmall  round  fpots.  The  two 
middle  feathers  are  much  longer  than  the  reft,  and  of  a fharpened  form  at  the 
extremities : the  others  are  rounded  at  the  tips.  The  beak  and  legs  are  of 
a pale  colour. 

This  beautiful  bird  is  a native  of  the  Eaft  Indian  iflands,  and  is  principally 
found  in  Sumatra,  where  it  is  not  uncommon.  It  is  a bird  of  a retired  and 
wild  nature,  and  fcarce  capable  of  being  tamed  or  domefticated.  It  refides  in 
woods,  and,  contrary  to  the  nature  of  moft  of  its  congeners,  is  fluggifh 
and  inadive  by  day,  and  lively  during  the  night,  when  it  emits  a plaintive 
cry,  fomething  like  the  note  of  a wood-pigeon.  Its  fize  is  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  a turkey,  and  the  whole  bird  from  the  tip  of  the  beak  to  the  point 
of  the  tail  is  not  far  Hiort  of  five  feet  in  length. 


CAPRA 
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C APRA  A N G O R E N S I S. 
Var.  C A P R.  HIRCI. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Cornua  concava^  furfum  verfa,  ere6la,  fcabra. 

D ENTEs  Primores  inferiores  o6lo. 

Laniarii  nulli  Un.  Syft^  Nat,  f,  94. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 
Capra  cornibus  carinatis  arcuatis,  gula  barbata.  Lin,  Syft, 
Capra  Angorenfis.  Lin,  Syft, 

Lourn,  it. 


Nat,  p.  94. 
Nat,  p,  94. 
2.  p,  185. 


Efficit  vis  quasdam  quae  inefl  ccslo  regionis  Graeciae  Afiaticae  Angorae 
didae,  ut  nonnullorum  animalium  pilus,  ovium  nempe,  felium,  et  cuni- 
culorum, longior,  mollior,  et  delicatior  crefcat,  quam  folet  in  reliquo  orbe. 
Nec  Hifpaniam  excipiamus  necelTe  eft,  cujus  lana  Angorenfi  cedit,  licet  aliis 
pretiofior,  Pr^cipue  autem  parit  haec  regio  caprum  formofilTimum,  qui  quam- 
vis revera  fit  varietas  tantum  illius  qui  vulgaris  dicitur,  vellere  tamen  vellitur 
multo  elegantiori,  plerumque  pulcherrimi  candbris,  levilTima  'flavedinis  tindura 
perfufi  i pilis  totius  corporis  in  cirros  dependentes,  fpiraeque  modo  Intortos  dif- 
pofitis.  Aures  pendulae.  Differunt  cornua  a cornubus  vulgaris  capri,  quod 
fcilicet  late  expanfa  fint  et  complanata.  Feminae  breviora  longe  quam  maris 
recurvantur,  nec  divaricant.  Supervacaneum  forfan  fit  ledoribus  in  memoriam 
revocare,  pannos  nitidiffimos  qui  Camlets  dicuntur,  e Capri  Angorenfis  vellere 
confici. 


THE 
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THE  ANGORA  GOAT. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Horns  bending  backward,  and  almoft  clofe  at  the  bale. 

Eight  cutting  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw,  none  in  the  upper. 

The  male  bearded.  Pennants 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER^  &c. 

Goat  with  very  long  pendent  fpiral  hair. 

Angora  Goat.  Pennant,  ^adr,.  p.  55, 

Buff,  Plifi,  Nat,  5.  p.  71.  t,  10,  II, 


There  is  fomethlng  in  the  climate  of  that  part  of  Afiatic  Turkey 
called  Angora,  which  difpofes  the  hair  of  feveral  quadrupeds,  as  the 
goat,  the  fheep,  the  cat,  and  the  rabbit,  to  grow  longer,  and  to  become  of 
a finer  texture  than  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  climate  of  Spain  has 
alfo  the  fame  effe61:  ; as  is  fufficiently  known  from  the  fuperior  finenefs  of 
the  Spanifn  wool,  which  is  Hill  exceeded  by  that  of  Angora.  This  province 
however  is  particularly  remiarkable  for  the  beautiful  variety  of  goats  which  is 
produced  tkere,  and  v/hich,  tho’  not  fpecitically  different  from  the  common  goat 
of  other  countries,  is  yet  fo  highly  diitinguifhed  by  the  beauty  of  its  hair  as 
to  becomie  an  objedl  of  juft  admiration.  The  Angora  Goat  is  generally  of  a beau-, 
tiful  white,  v/ith  the  flighteft  tinge  imaginable  of  yellowifh;  and  the  hair  on  the 
whole  body  is  dilpofed  in  long  pendent  fpiral  ringlets.  The  horns  differ  in 
their  appearance  from  thofe  of  the  common  goat,  and  are  of  a widely  ex- 
panded or  flattened  form.  The  ears  are  pendulous.  The  horns  in  the  female, 
inftead  of  divaricating  as  in  the  male,  turn  backwards,  and  are  much  lliorter 
in  proportion.  It  is  needlefs  to  add  that  it  is  from  the  hair  of  this  animal  that 
the  fineft  camlets  are  prepared. 
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CANIS  LUPUS. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Dentes  Primores  fuperiores  6:  laterales  longiores  diftantes:  intermedii  lobati.. 
Laniarii  folitarii,  incurvati. 

Molares  6.  s.  7.  (plurefve  quam  in  reliquis.) 

Lin,  Syft.  Nat,  p,  59. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Lupus  cauda  incurvata.  Lin,  Syji,  Nat,  p,  58» 

Lupus,  Gejn,  ^adr,  634, 

Aldr,  Lig,  144. 

Raj,  ^adr,  173. 


¥ N luporum  perniciem,  quos  non  fibi  foium  fed  et  pecudibus  inimicifiimos 
per  omne  aevum  exofum  eft  humanum  genus,  omnigenis  infidiis  hucufque 
laboratum  eft.  Peculiari  ftbi  modo  feliciter  utuntur  Norvegiam.  incolentes, 
Ipeciem  nempe  lichenis  (quae  lichen  vulpinus  Linnaei)  contufam  vitroque  in 
pulverem  redado  Commiftam  in  cadavera  infarciendo,  quae  reli61:a  in  locis  ubi 
lupi  pererrant,  in  ipforum  damnum  mortemque  ab  iis  devorantur : ea  enim 
eft  efurientibus  voracitas  ut  corpora  etiam  non  animalia  in  ftomachum  la- 
trantem facile  ingurgitent.  Cum  notiflimum  fere  omnibus  fit  quicquid  ad  lupi 


mores 
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mores  ct  hilloriam  pertinet,  de  eo  fpeciatim  dilTerere  fiipervacaneum  foret  et 
moleflurric  Notandum  tamen  eft  eum,  ft  parvulus  captus  fuerit,  et  bene  inftitu- 
tus,  longe  admodum  a nativa  ferocitate  recedere.  Hoc  fatis  probat  fpecimen 
ipftftlmum  unde  delineata  efl:  noftra  figura.  bJic  enim  lupus  felici  induftria 
et  prseceptis  Domini  Lever,  tantum  non  cicur  et  manfuetus  evaftt. 

Perpauci  funt  qui  nefciunt  fummam  efte  fimilitudinem  inter  lupu-m  et 
canem : nec  defuere  qui  univerfos  canes  familiares  e lupis  primo  ortos  efte 
cenfuerint.  Si  huic  opinioni  objiciamus  mores  duarum  fpecierum  diverftlTimiOS, 
refponden  poftit  produxifte  qualitates,  quas  in  cane  adeo  admiramur  et  dili- 
gimus, longam  a prima  fti-rpe  feparationem,  eafque  multo  temporis  decurfu 
gradatim  fuifte  excultas.  Utcunque  fe  res  iiabeat,  minus  tamen,  fortafte 
valet  argumentum  quod  plerumque  profertur,  ut  fpecies  probetur  una  efte  et 
eadem ; a conjundione  fcilicet  lupi  et  canis,  quorum  etiaim  hybridte  interdum 
fuerint  foecundi.  Fringilla  enim  Carduelis  cum  Fringilla  Canaria  ftepe  con- 
iungitur,.  et  harum  hybridae  interdum  pariunt  pullos  : nemo  tamen,  Carduelem 
et  Canariam  putabit  ejufdem  efte  Ipeciei.  Confitendum  tamen  eft  inter  lupum 
et  canem  tantam  eftTe  appropinquationem,  ut  facile  ignofeatur  dubitantibus  am 
revera  canis  a lupo  originem  duxerit  an  non. 


No.  I. 
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THE  WOLF. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

t 

Six  cutting  teeth  and  two  canine  in  each  jaw. 

Five  toes  before;  four  behind. 

Long  vifage.  Pennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 

Pale  yeilowifh  brown  dog  with  incurvated  tail. 

Wolf.  Pennant,  ^adr.  231. 

Le  Loup.  Be  Buffon.  7.  39.  t,  i. 


The  rapacity  and  gloomy  difpofidon  of  the  Wolf  have  in  a ages 

rendered  it  the  averfion  of  mankind ; and  the  devaflation  which  it 
occafionally  commits  has  made  it  neceffary  to  exert  every  artihce  by  which 
it  may  meet  its  deflru6tion.  In  Norway  a fiiigular  method  is  frequently  prac- 
tifed  with  fuccefs.  A fpecies  of  lichen  or  _tree-mofs  (Lichen  vulpinus  Lin.) 
is  pounded  and  mixed  with  powdered  glafs.  With  this  compofition  the  car- 
cafes  of  animals  are  fluffed,  and  left  in  proper  places  to  be  difcovered  by 
the  wolves.  The  indifcriminating  voracity  of  the  wolf  is  fuch,  that  when 
preffed  by  hunger  it  will  devour  a variety  of  fubflances  even  not  of  an  animal 
nature.  Seduced  by  the  external  appearance  of  the  carcafe,  they  devour  the 
whole,  and  are  in  confequence  deflroyed," 
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The  general  charafter  and  hiflory  of  this  animal  are  fo  well  known  that 
a particular  defcription  becomes  unneceflary.  It  may  be  proper  however  to 
obferve  that  the  ferocity  fo  confpicuoiis  in  the  wolf  in  a ftate  of  nature,  Ts 
greatly  mitigated  by  an  early  education;  of  which  the  individual  Ipecimen 
from  which  the  prefent  figure  was  taken,  is  a remarkable  inftance ; having 
been  rendered  in  a great  degree  tame  and  gentle  by  the  afllduity  of  the  late 
Sir  Alhton  Lever. 

The  general  refemblance  between  the  wolf  and  dog  is  fo  great  as  to  be 
obvious  to  every  eye ; and  it  has  even  been  fuppofed  that  in  reality  the  whole 
race  of  dogs  may  have  originated  from  the  wolf  If  it  be  objeded  that  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  tw^o  fpecies  differ  in  the  higheft  poffible  degree  from  each 
other,  it  has  been  anlwered  that  the  qualities  fo  much  admired  In  the  dog 
are  the  refuk  of  long  feparation  from  the  original  flock,  and  have  been  gradually- 
acquired  and  improved.  The  argument  however  which  is  ufually  brought  in 
favour  of  the  identity  of  the  fpecies  from  the  circumilance  of  the  wolf  and 
dog  breeding,  and  even  the  hybrids  themfelves  being  productive,  may  perhaps 
be  confidered  as  not  entirely  conviffive ; at  lead  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
reafon  from  analogy.  The  goldfinch  and  canary-bird  are  well  known  to  breed ; 
and  it  is  equally  certain  that  their  hybrids  are  occafionally  produflive : yet 
we  cannot  fuppofe  the  canary-bird  and  goldfinch  to  conftitute  the  fame  fpe- 
cies of  bird.  The  approximation  however  between  the  wolf  and  dog  is  fo 
very  near  as  flill  to  leave  it  in  fome  doubt  whether  the  latter  might  not 
really  have  defeended  from  the  former. 
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MUSEUM  L E V E R I A N U M. 

No.  II. 


SIMIA  L O N G I M A N A, 

CHARACTER  GENERICU  S.. 

Dentes  primores  utrinque  quatuor^  approximati. 

Laniarii  folitarii,  longiores^  hinc  remoti, - 

Molares  obtuli,  • Lln,  Syft,  Nat,  p.  34, 

CL^  Mammalia.— Primates, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Simia  ecaudata,  natibus  calvis,  brachiis  iongiflimis. . 

Flomo  Lar.  Lin,  Mantijs,  pl  p,  521. 

Pimia  longimana,  Schreber,  i.  66. 


Simiarum  genus,  quarum  formam  tum  exteram  tum  internam  homini  fateamur 
necelfe  eft  fimillimam,  tot  et  tam  diverfas  continet  Ipecies,  ut  univerfas 
plene  et  accurate  defcribere  inter  ea  fit  quibus  fcientia  naturalis  diu  caritura  eft  5 
augetque  difficultatem  fortuita  ipfarum  Ipecierum  varietas,  ^ Ita  fe  rem  habere 
infigne  exftat  exemplum  in  tabula.  H^c  enim  fimia,  licet  ut  plurimum  tota  fit 
nio'errima,  interdum  tamen,  ut  et  nunc,  penitus  albicat,  s exceptis  vultu*  manibuf- 


que,  quibus  adh^ret  priftinus  et  genuinus  color. 
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Vifu  licet  cleformiilima  fit,  et  ferocilTima  forfan  putetur,  non  modo  mitior 
longe  et  tra6tabilior  efl:  plerifque  congeneribus,  queis  mira  innafcitur  petulantia 
et  protervitas,  fed  et  laudem  modeftise  et  urbanitatis  adepta  eft.  Locum  habet 
inter  veras  ilmias,  illas  nempe  quse  ecaudate  vocantur,  quasque  humani  generis 
fuperbi^e  funt  offendiculo  nimia  fimilitudine. 

Linnaeus,  nimium  fortaffe  fabulofis  quibufdam  tunc  temporis  peregrinatoribus 
confifus,  qui  ingenium  illi  tantum  non  humanum  tribuerint,  fimiam  Satyrum^ 
feu  Orang-Otang,  quafi  fpeciem  hominis  defcripfit  ; aliamque  fimi^  Satyri  va- 
rietatem nomine  Hominis  Troglodytis  infignivit ; qu:£  tamen  iterum  et  recfte  in 
fuo  loco  memoratur,  viz.  in  genore  fimiarum.  Species  quoque  de  qua  jam  lo- 
quimur eandem  fubiit  generis  mutationem,  feme!  nempe  a Linn^o  defcripta 
e ft  titulo  Hominis  Laris» 

Depinxit  eam  Buffonus,  ut  plerumque  cernitur,  nigram.  Speciem  hanc  prae- 
cipue diftinguit  immenfa  brachiorum  longitudo,  qute  ad  humum  pertingunt,  cum 
ere6la  fteterit.  Cauda  penitus  caret ; unguefque  funt  rotundati,  ut  hominis. 
Varias  Indiae  Orientalis  partes  inhabitat,  Bengalam  pr^cipue  interiorem.  Inter- 
dum ad  humanam  crefcit  altitudinem  : fed  exftat  quoque  varietas  minor,  huic 
omnino  confimilis,  nifi  quod  dimidiatam  attingat  proceritatem.  Simia  quam  fi- 
gura illuftraffejam  diximus  Buffonum,  faciem  habet  fufcam,  qu^  cingitur  barba 
alba  lateque  paffa  : pedes  quoque  fere  albi.  Ut  verum  fatear,  non  prorfus  im- 

poffibile  exiftimo  ut  fit  hasc  noftra  vere  diverfa  a nigra,  licet  illi  nimis  fit 
affinis. 


T UI  E 
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THE  LONG-ARMED  GIBBON. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

s 

Front  teeth  in  each  jaw  4,  placed  near  together. 

Canine  Teeth  folitary^  longer  than  the  others^  diftant  from  the  remain- 
ing teeth,  or  grinders. 

Grinders  obtufe. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Tall-lefs  Ape,  bare  behind,  with  extremely  long  arms. 

Grand  Gibbon,  and  Petit  Gibbon.  Buffon.  t.  14.  p.  92.  /.  2 C?  3. 

Long-armed  Ape.  Tennant,  Hiji,  ^iad?\  p,  170. 


The  genus  Simia,  fo  nearly  allied  in  external  appearance,  as  well  as  in- 
ternal conformation,  to  that  of  Homo,  contains  fo  great  a number  of 
fpecies,  that  a coinpiete  and  accurate  defcription  of  the  whole  tribe  is  yet 
amongll  the  'defiderata  of  fcience  3 and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it  is  frill 
increafed  by  the  great  variety  to  which  the  fpecies  are  fometimies  fubjed:. 
Of  this  the  animal  figured  on  the  annexed  plate  is  a remarkable  inffance, 
which,  tho’  generally  of  a uniform  black,  is  fome times,  as  in  the  fpecimcn 
here  reprefented,  found  entirely  of  a dull  white,  except  the  face  and  infide  of  the 
hands,  which  flill  retain  the  original  colour. 

Notwithflianding  the  apparent  ferocity  and  deformity  of  its  figure,  this 
fpecies  is  of  a more  tradable  and  gentle  nature  than  moil  of  its  tribe,  and 
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(what  may  appear  aftonlllilng  ia  one  of  this  petulant  genus,)  has  even  been 
celebrated  for  the  decorum  and  modefty  of  its  behaviour.  Confidered  with 

refpedl  to  the  reft  of  its  tribe  it  ranks  amongft  the  genuine  ApeSj  or  Simile 

ecaudat^y  and  is  one  of  thofe  fpecies  which  alarm  the  pride  of  Mankind  by 
too  near  an  approach  to  the  real  Primates  of  the  creation. 

Linnteiis,  in  his  celebrated  work  the  Syftema  Naturre,  has  even  placed  the 
animal  called  the  Orang-Otangy  or  Simia  SatyruSy  as  a fpecies  of  Homo,  or 
Man;  but  at  that  time  he  feems  to  have  paid  perhaps  too  much  attention 
to  the  exaggerated  deferiptions  of  that  animal  as  given  by  fome  travellers, 
who  have  reprefented  it  as  making  a nearer  approach  to  Man  than  is  really 
the  cafe.  Seduced  by  thefe  authorities  Linnj^us  gives  as  a fpecies  of  Man, 
the  dlo7no  T'roglodyteSy  which  is  nothing  more  than  the  Simia  SatyruSy  and 
which  again  occurs  in  its  proper  genus  of  Simia.  Our  prefent  fpecies  has 
undergone  a firnilar  change  in  its  genus,  having  been  once  deferibed  by 

Linnsus  under  the  name  of  Homo  Par, 

It  is  figured  in  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  Count  de  Buffon.  Its  moft  ftriking 
charadler  as  a fpecies  is  the  exceffive  length  of  its  arms,  which,  when  the 
creature  ftands  upright,  are  fo  long  as  to  touch  the  ground.  It  has  no  appear- 
ance of  a tail,  and  the  nails  on  all  the  toes  are  fhaped-  nearly  as  the  human 
ones.  This  animal  is  a native  of  feveral  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies ; and 

particularly  of  the  interior  parts  of  Bengal.  It  fometimes  grows  to  the  height 
of  a m.an,  but  there  is  alfo  a fmaller  variety,  which  perfedlly  refembles  the 
large  fort,  except  in  not  growing  to  above  half  its  fize.  In  the  figure  of 
this  fpecies  given  by  the  Count  de  Buffon  the  face  is  brown,  furrounded  with 
a fpreading  white  beard : the  feet  are  alfo  reprefented  nearly  white.  After 
all  it  is  perhaps  not  impoffible  that  the  animal  here  reprefented  may  be 
really  a diftindt  fpecies  from  the  black  one,  tho'  fo  very  nearly  allied  to  it. 


P S I T- 
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PSITTACUS  AUGUSTUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  aduncum  : mandibula  fuperiore  mobile  cera  inflrufta. 

Nares  in  roilri  bafi. 

Lingua  carnofa,  obtufa,  integra. 

Pedes  fcanforii, 

Lin.  Syft,  Nat,  p.  135, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pfittacus  Macrourus  Cyaneus,  roftro  pedibufque  nigris,  orbitis  bafique 
mandibula  inferioris  luteis^ 

Pfittacus  Hyacinthinus* 

Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  p.  34, 


VEnuftifTima  hac  avi  Mufeum  Leverlanum  donavit  Nobillffimus  Comes 

Orford,  nuperrime  defun6lus,  qui  etiam  viventem  emerat.  Latuit 

prius  phyficos  fpecies  incognita.  Reliquis  omnibus  pfittacini  generis  videtur 
« 

antecellere  mole  et  magnificentia. 

De  patria  nihil  habeo  quod  pro  certo  dicam;  vix  tamien  dubitem  hunc 
pfittacum  cum  aliis  majoribus,  iis  fcilicet  qui  Macaones  vocantur,  ^Americam 
Auftralem  praecipueque  Brafiliam  incolere.  Tota  avis  efl  eximie  cyanea,  nifi 

quod 
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quod  fljper  frontem  et  margines  remigum  leviiTima  fit  coloris  thalafiini  tindlura. 
Superficies  inferior  alarum  caud^que  nigra  eft.  Roftrum  praster  folitum 
magnum  validumque  oiTinino  nigerrimum.  Nigrant  quoque  crura  et  pedes ; 
quorum  ingens  robur.  Orbitse,  feu  fpatia  nuda  circum  oculos  coloris  funt 
lutei : lutea  etiam  eft  cutis  nuda  qua  mandibulae  inferioris  bafis  cingitur. 

Partium  corporis  proportio  eadem  fere  eft  huic  ac  duabus  fpeciebus  jam 
memoratis^  Macaoni  nempe  et  Araraun^ ; quas  tamen  mole  fuperat  pfittacus 
auguftus.  Prreter  fpecimen  quod  jam  defcripfimus  nullum  aliud  in  tota  Europsi 
^creditur  extare. 
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THE  HYACINTHINE  MACCAW, 

GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  hooked,  upper  mandible  moveable. 

Nostrils  round,  placed  in  the  bafe  of  the  bill. 

Tongue  flefhy,  broad,  blunt  at  the  end. 

Legs  fhort,  toes  formed  for  climbing,  viz.  two  toes  forward,  and  two 
backward. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

\ 

Long-tailed  deep-blue  Maccaw,  with  the  bill  and  legs  black,  the  orbits 
and  bafe  of  the  lower  mandible  yellow. 


OF  all  the  parrot  tribe  yet  known  this  bird  feems  to  be  the  largefl 
as  well  as  the  moft  augufl  in  its  appearance.  It  is  alfo  a new  fpecies, 
and  was  unknown  to  naturalifts  till  it  was  introduced  into  the  Leverian 
Mufeum  by  the  late  Lord  Orford,  who  purchafed  it  living. 

Nothing  certain  is  known  with  relpedl  to  its  native  » country:  it  may 
however  be  flrongly  prefumed  that,  like  the  Pfittacus  Macao,  Araraima,  and 
the  other  large  Maccaws,  it  may  be  an  inhabitant  of  South  America,  and 
probably  of  Brafil  in  particular.  Its  colour  is  the  richefh  and 
mazarine  blue,  uniformly  diffufed  over  the  whole  bird  5 except  that 


deepeft 
on  the 
edges 
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edges  of  the  wings  and  the  forehead  is  a very  flight  tendency  to  a fta-green 
or  blueifh'green  caft.  The  under  furface  of  the  wings  and  tail  is  black.  The 
beak  is  moil  uncommonly  large  and  ilrong ; and  confiderably  exceeds  in  flze 
tliofe  of  the  Macao  and  Ararauna:  it  is  totally  black,,  the  legs  and  feet  are 
alfo  black  and  extremely  ilrong.  The  orbits  or  bare  fpaces  round  the  eyes 
are  of  a deep  yellow,  and  the  bafe  of  the  lower  mandible  is  furrounded  by 
a bare  ikin  of  the  fame  colour* 

The  general  proportions  of  this  magnificent  bird  are  the  fame  as  in  the 
two  fpecies  above  mentioned,  but  its  fize  is  iliil  larger.  The  ipecimen  now 
defcribed  is  perhaps  the  only  one  known  to  exiil  at  p refen t in  Europe» 
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CORACIAS?  MILITARIS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  cultratum  apice  incurvato,  bafi  pennis  denudatiim^. 

Lingua  cartilaginea,  bifida» 

Pedes  ambulatorii. 

TJn^  Syfl,  Nat.  p.  15^* 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS, 
Coracias  ? Phoenicea,  remigibus  caudaque  nigris. 


SPECIEM  hanc  Coracis  ? IplendidiOlmam  fimul  et  rarifTimam  profert 
regio  America  Auflralis,  Cayana  didla.  Tota  avis  (exceptis  remigibus 
alarum  primoribus  caudaque  qu^  nigricant)  fplendidifTime  eft  phoenicea.  Roft 
trum  aurantium.  Caput  leviter  criftatiim.  Penn^  hypochondriorum  feu  laterales 
emeteris  multo  longiores.  Crura  pedefque  fufea. 

Quod  ad  phyficos  Europaeos  hujus  fpeciei  notitia  pervenerit,  debetur  om- 
nino felici  diligentiae  111.  Domini  D'  Orcy,  qui  tabellam  archetypam  depingi 
curavit,  a qua  delineata  eft  figura  quam  amiciffime  nobifeum  communicavit 
Dominus  Woodford,  unde  hanc  noftram  mutuati  fumus, 


No.  II. 
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CertilTime  jam  pnmo  defcripta  eft  et  inter  aves  quae  in  America  gignuntur^ 
merito  numeratur  lantiOlmas.  De  moribus  modoque  vivendi  prorfus  filetur^ 
Cum  fpecimen  defcripferimus  non  modo  pulchritudine  fed  et  raritate  com- 
mendatum, de  venia  delperare  nolumus,  licet  fortafle  ipfa  avis  in  Mufeum 
Leverianum  non  adhuc  fit  relata. 

Quamvis  Coracise  nomine  diftinxi,  fatendum  tamen  eft  eam  aequali  fere  jure 
ad  genus  Ampiis  pcrtinerCs 


THE 
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THE  CRIMSON  ROLLER.? 


GENERIC  CHARACTER, 

Bill  ftrait^  bending  a little  towards  the  end,  edges  cultratcde 
Nostrils  narrow  and  naked, 

T OEs  three  fory/ard^  divided  to  their  origin ; one  backward, 

Tennant,  Gen,  p,  lo^ 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 
Criinfon  Roller  ? with  the  long  wing-feathers  and  tail  black. 


FI  I S moft  beautiful  fpecies  of  Coracias  ? is  a native  of  Cayenne,  in 
South  America,  and  is  not  lefs  remarkable  for  its  extreme  rarity,  than 
for  the  fuperior  fplendor  of  its  appearance  ; the  whole  bird  (except  the  re- 
miges or  long  wing-feathers  and  the  tail,  which  are  black)  being  of  the  richefl 
and  mofb  vivid  crimfon.  The  beak  is  orange-coloured  : the  head  fiightly  crefted: 
the  hypochondrial  or  fide-feathers  are  confiderably  longer  than  the  reft  : the 
legs  and  feet  are  dufky. 

This  bird  is  an  undoubted  non-defcript,  and  may  be  numbered  amongft  the 
moft  fplendid  birds  of  the  American  continent.  Nothing  is  known  of  its  par- 
ticular hiftory  or  manner  of  life.  It  was  introduced  to  the  knowledge  of  Eu- 
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ropean  naturalifts  by  the  fuccefsful  diligence  of  Monf.  D’  Orcy,  and  from  a 
drawing  taken  from  the  original  painting  in  that  gentleman’s  polTefllon,  obli- 
gingly communicated  by  Captain  Woodford,  the  prefent  figure  is  copied. 

Where  fpecimens  of  fuch  uncommon  beauty  and  extreme  rarity  occur,  their 
introdudion  into  this  work  can  furely  require  no  apology,  though  the  birds 
themfelves  may  not  yet  be  ftationed  in  the  Leverian  Colledion. 

Though  diftinguilhed  at  prefent  by  the  title  of  Coraci  as,  or  Roller,  it  muft 
be  confefied  to  belong  with  perhaps  equal  propriety  to  the  genus  Ampelis* 
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PIPRA  PAREOLA, 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS, 

Rostrum  capite  brevius^  bafi  fubtrigonum,  integerrimum,  apice  incurvum» 
p£DES  greflbriL 

Lin,  Syfi.  Nat.  p.  33^o 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &a 

Pipra  crifta  fanguinea,  corpore  nigro,  dorfo  coeruleo. 

Lin.  Syft,  Nat.  p.  ^39^ 

Manae  us  crillatus  niger», 

' Br^S)  av.  4.  p.  459.  /.  35.  /.  i,, 


PI  P R I S,  qu^  ut  plurimum  llint  parvulae  et  minutae,  peculiaris  quaedam 
eft  formae  concinnitas  pulchritudoque  colorum»  Species  quam  magnitu- 
dine naturali  depinximus,  phyficis  diu  cognita,  cum  reliquis  plerifque  congene- 
ribus in  America  Auilrali  et  calidiori  praecipue  cernitur» 

Color  imus  eft  quafi  holoferico-niger.  Caput  crifta  pulcherrime  coccinea 
infignitur,  Dorfum  amoene  coeruleum,  ut  et  teftrices  alarum  minores. 

Roftrum 
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Rofcrum  fufciim.  Irides  oculorum  coerulea.  Crura  rubent.  Femina  tota^ 
(ut  perhibent)  olivacea. 

Piprse  minores  pleraeque  funt  agiles  et  irrequietae,  moribufque  ad  Paros 
videntur  accedere.  Sylvas  praecipue  incolunt,  et  licet  non  oauiino  gregatse 
coeant,  amant  tamen  parvulis  in  numeris  confociari. 


THE 
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THE  BLUE-BACKED  MANA  KIN. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  fnorter  than  the  head,  fomewhat  triangular  at  the  bafe^  bent  at 
the  tip. 

Feet  grelToriah 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 

Black  Manakin,  with  blue  back  and  fcarkr  crefl>^ 

Blue-backed  Manakin. 

Edwards^  /.  261, 

Manakin  noir  huppe^ 

Buff,  ff.  enL  687.  /.  2^  : 


^T'^HE  Piprse  or  Manakins  are  in  general  fmall,  and  moll  of  them  are 
^ remarkable  for  the  peculiar  neatnefs  and  beauty  of  their  appearance.  The 
prefent  Ipecies  has  long  been  known  to  nacuraliils,  and  is  found,  like  molT 
others  of  its  genus,  in  the  warmer  parts  of  South  America.. 

Its  prevailing  colour  is  a fine  velvet-black.  The  head  is  ornamented  by  ar 
creft  of  the  richeft  fcarlet.  The  back  is  of  a beautiful  pale  blue:  the  finaller 
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%ving-coverts  arc  alfo  of  this  colour.  The  beak  is  brown : the  irides  of  the 
eyes  bright  blue  : the  legs  red*  The  female  is  faid  to  be  entirely  of  an 
olive-colour. 

The  birds  arc  reprefented  of  their  natural  fize.  The  fmaller  Manakins 
arc  in  general  of  a lively,  reftlefs  nature,  and  feem  to  approach  in  manners 
to  the  Pari,  or  Titmice.  They  chiefly  inhabit  woods,  and  are  in  fome  mea- 
fare  gregarious  i being  frequently  met  with  in  fmall  flocks* 
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SIMIA  FEROX. 


CHARACTER  GENERIC  U S. 

D ENTES  PRIMORES  utrinquc  quatuor,  appreximati. 

Laniarii  folitarii,  longiores,  hinc  remori. 

Molares  obtufi. 

Lhh  SyJL  Nat,  p,  34. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS, 

Simia  caudata  barbata  nigra,  barba  ampliffima  albida. 

Simia  Silenus.  Luu 

Cercopithecus  barbatus  niger,  barba  incana  promiiTa, 

Raj,  ^^adr.  p,  158, 


Dubitari  fortalTe  pofiit  fitne  hrec  fpecies  inter  papiones  potius  quam  inter 
fimias  vere  et  koct  diblas  numeranda.  E majoribus  efl  lui  ge- 

neris, canemque  fere  ^quat  modicae  magnitudinis.  Color  nigerrimus,  excepta 
corporis  parte  inferiore,  qu^e  pallidior.  Barba  ingens  et  longiffima,  qua  tota 
facies  circumdatur,  propemodum  albet.  Simia  eft  morofi  et  ferocis  ingenii. 

Indise  Orientalis  varias  partes  incolit,  infalam  praecipue  Ceyloniam,  in  fylvis 
ut  plurimum  degere  geftiens.  In  Africa  etiam  interiori  dicitur  inveniri.  In 
No,  IT,  L BufFoni 
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BufToni  operibus  jamdudum  depidla  eflj  figura  tamen,  alioquin  optima,  ipfifTi- 
mam  fimiam  non  plene  repraefentat ; infaufte  enim  accidit  ut  fpecimen  unde  de- 
lineata  eft,  caudam  haberet  cafu  aliquo  mutilatam. 

Facilis  fane  et  proclivis  eft  in  pravos  errores  via,  magnaque  inde  phyficis 
affertur  moleftia,  fi  animal  aliqua  ex  parte  mancum  et  imperfedlum  fuerit ; 
quod  exoticis  faspiffime  folet  evenire.  Hanc  ipfam  ob  caufam  in  fimiarum 
praecipue  genere  magna  exorta  eft  confufio,  quod  utcunque  figuris  et  defcrip- 
tionibus  aucftum  fit  et  illuftratum,  reftat  tamen  vel  adhuc  magna  ex  parte  ob- 
fcurum  et  ambiguum. 


THE 


THE  L I O N - T A I L E D 


If 


GENERIC  C H A R A C T 


Front  teeth  in  each  jaw  4,  placed  near  together. 

Canine  Teeth  folitaiy,  longer  than  the  others^  diilant  frcm  the  remain- 
ing teethj  or  grinders. 

Grinders  obtufe. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Tailed  black  monkey,  with  very  large  whitifh  fpreading  beard. 

Lion-tailed  baboon.  Pennant,  ^adr,  p, 

Ouanderou.  Buff,  14.  p,  169.  pi,  18. 


This  is  one  of  thofe  fpecies  which  might  perhaps  with  greater  propriety 
be  placed  amongft  the  Baboons  than  amongfl  Monkies  hirffly  fo  called. 
It  is  an  animal  of  confiderable  fize,  frequently  equalling  that  of  a middle-fized 
dog.  Its  colour  is  a deep  black,  except  the  under  part  of  the  body,  which 
is  of  a lighter  call.  The  beard  alfo,  v/hich  is  moft  uncommonly  large  and 
long,  and  which  fpreads  round  the  whole  face,  is  nearly  white.  It  is  a fierce 
and  untradlable  fpecieSo 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eafl  Indies,  and  is  particularly  found  in  the  Ifland 
of  Ceylon,  where  it  refides  in  woods.  It  is  alfo  faid  to  be  found  in  the 
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interior  parts  of  Africa.  This  monkey  has  been  figured  in  the  works  of  the 
Count  de  BuffoUa  but  unfortunately  the  figure^  tho’  extremely  good  in  all 
other  refpecls,  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  a fpecimen  which  had  a 
mutilated  taih  in  confequence  of  which  it  does  not  convey  a proper  idea 
of  the  fpecies. 

Thefe  accidental  mutilations,  which  occafionally  occur  in  feveral  exotic 

\ 

animals,  are  produdtive  of  confiderable  errors  in  the  defcriptions  of  authors, 
and  no  fmall  confufion  has  refulted  from  this  caufe  in  the  arrangement  and 
enumeration  of  the  different  fpecies  of  Simi^,  which  with  every  affiftance  of 
figures  and  defcriptions  is  yet  involved  in  confiderable  obfeurity. 
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PAVO  BICALCARATUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Caput  pennis  revolutis  criftatum. 

Penn^^:  uropygii  elongatae,  ocellat^e.. 

Lin.  SyJ},  Nat,  p.  267^ 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pavo  capite  fubcriftato,  calcaribus  binis. 

Lin.  Syft.  Nat.  p.  268, 

Pavo  Chine nfis. 

Brijfon.  av,  i»  p.  291.  /a  i, 

Phafianus  pavonicus  chinenfis. 

Edw,  av.  67.  /.  67. 


Aves  licet  indicas  et  Americanas  diftinguat  plerumque  plumarum  lau- 
tiffima  varietas,  nefcio  tamen  an  hac  fpecie  revera  exftet  quaepiam 
elegantior;  quae  modeftius  nitens  diu  et  attente  poffit  examinari,  cum  colores 
quibus  pavo  qui  communis  dicitur,  magnificentius  et  fplendidius  corufcat,  per- 
ftringant  quafi  oculorum  aciem,  tremulifque  hebetent  fulgoribus. 

Color  primarius  languide  fufco-pallet,  pun6Iis  albicantibus  tantum  non  ro- 
tundis creberrime  afperfus  5 dorfo,  alis,  caudaque  maculas  convexas  pulcherrime 

quafi 
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qiiafi  amethyftinas,  non  tarn  rotundas  quam  leviter  ovatas  copiofe  jadantibus ; 
uniufcujufque  centro  lucide  cceruieo.  Gemmeo  hoc  afpedu  nihil  in  avium 
natura  inveniri  poffit  mirabilius  ; non  enim  oritur  convexitas  macula  a coloribus 
luce  variatis^  fed  a vera  ipfms  pennse  prominentia  ; quod  fads  poterit  probari 
fi  fingulae  ex  obliquo  infpiciantur. 

Chinam  inhabitat  Pavo  Bicalcaratus^  defcripfitque  eum  primo  fortaffe 
Dominus  Edv/ards,  fpecimen  ab  India  recenter  advedum  nadus.  Magnitudine 
phafianum  qui  colchicus  didtur  paulo  fuperat.  Notandum  eft  armari,  ut  plu- 
rimum, utrumque  crus  binis  calcaribus,  unde  a Linn^o  bicalcaratus  appellatur. 
Roftrum  fufcum ; mandibuls  fuperioris  altiore  parte  fubrubra.  Pennae  capitis 
anguftic,  elongate,  criftam  fuberedam  leviter  reverfam  eiheiunt. 


. j 
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THE  PEACOCK, 

CALLED 

TFIE  PEACOCK  PHEASAN  P. 


GENERIC  CHARACTE  R. 


Pennant.  Gen.  p.  2.0. 

SPECIFIC  CHARACTE  R,  ^^c. 

Pale-brown  double -fpurred  peacock,  with  oval  amethyftine  fpots. 

Peacock  Pheafant.  Edw.  pi.  67. 

Iris  Peacock.  ■ , Lath.  Syn,  2.  p.  673* 


Bill  convex,  ftrong,  and  iliort. 
Nostrils  large. 

H EAD  fmall,  crefted. 

Spurs  on  the  iegs^ 


Amongst  the  beautiful  dlverfity  of  plumage  fo  ftrikingly  difplayed 
by  many  of  the  Indian  and  American  birds,  there  is  perhaps  fcarce 
any  that  exceeds  in  real  elegance  that  of  the  fpecies  here  reprefented.  If  it 
be  faid  that  the  common  peacock  is  more  magnificently  arrayed,  it  may  be 
replied,  that  the  eye,  however  delighted  by  the  firfl  appearance  of  that  iplen- 
did  bird,  is  almofl  weared  and  oppreffed  by  the  gaudy  radiance  and  profufion 
of  brilliant  hues  i while  the  more  fober  luftre  of  the  prefent  Ipecies  may 
be  contemplated  with  a fleady  eye,  and  appears  perhaps  more  truly  captivating 
than  that  of  the  peacock  itfeif 

The 
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The  general  or  ground  colour  of  tliis  bird  is  a foft  pallili  brown  very 
thickly  fprinkled  with  minute  whitifn  rounded  fpecks ; while  the  wings  and 
the  tail  are  mofb  richly  adorned  with  a vafc  number  of  round,  or  rather 
nightly  oval  convex  fpots  of  a beautiful  amethyft  colour,  which  on  the  middle 
or  central  part  of  each  is  exalted  into  a brighter  blue.  This  gemmeoiis 
afpecTc  is  one  of  the  moil  curious  phtcnomena  that  can  be  found  amongft 
birds:  the  convex  appearance  of  the  fpots  being  not  merely  owing  to  the 

varying  luflre  of  each,  but  to  a real  convexity  which  takes  place  on  every 
feather  fo  miarked,  as  appears  very  evidently  when  the  feathers  are  viewed 
in  profile. 

It  is  a native  of  China,  and  was  probably  firft  defcribed  by  Edwards, 
who  took  his  figure  from  a bird  then  recently  brought  from  India.  In  fize 
it  fomewhat  exceeds  the  phafianus  colchicus,  or  common  pheafant.  It  is  remark» 
able  that  this  bird  is  generally  furniflied  with  two  fpurs  on  each  leg,  for 
which  reafon  Linnaeus  has  given  it  a trivial  name  taken  from  that  circum- 
fiance.  The  beak  is  dark  brov/n,  but  the  fuperior  part  of  the  upper  man- 
dible is  reddifh.  The  feathers  on  the  head  are  narrow,  elongated,  and  form 
an  upright,  (lightly  reverfed  crefl. 
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BRADYPUS  DIDACTYLUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Dentes  Primores  nulli  utrinque. 

Laniarii  obtuli,  folitarii,  molaribus  longiores,  occurfantes. 
Molares  utrinque  5,  obtufi. 

Corpus  pilis  tedium. 

Un,  Syft,  Nat,  p,  50». 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Bradypus  manibus  didadlylis,  cauda  nulla» 

Lm,  Syft,  Nat,  p,  51. 

Tardigradus  Zeylanicus. 

Seh.  muj,  i.  p,  54.  t,  33.  fg.  4.  et  t,  34.  Jig,  i, 
Bradypus  pedibus  anticis  didadlylis,  pollicis  tridadlylis. 

Brijf,  ^adr,  p,  22. 


Bradypus  communis,  feu  tridadlylus,  quadrupedum  miferrimus  et 
turpiflimus,  in  America  calidiori  folummodo  nafcitur,  prsecipue  in  Brar- 
filia.  Eorundem  locorum  incola  ell  fpecies  quam  depinximus  ^ rarilTime  tamen* 
etiam  in  India  reperta  ell.  Eadem  fere  ell  utrifque  deformitas ; agilior  vero^ 
ed  didadylus:  qui,  telle  BulFono,  Ikpius  eodem  die  in  arborem  confcendere 
folet,  quod  tridadlylus  vel  femel  facere  vix  aegreque  polTit  j cuique  immenfum 
eflet  iter  fi  multis  in  horis  quafi  trecentarum  ulnarum  fpatium  rependo  fu- 
peraret. 
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Amb^  fpecies  moribus  vivendique  modo  conveniunt,  fruftibufque  et  foliis 
vefcuntur.  Dentes  primarios  inciibres  plane  nullos  habent,  folos  autem  laniarios 
et  molares.  Ambae  etiam  hoc  defenfionis  genere  utuntur,  quod  robore  bra- 
chiorum hoftem  conftringant.  Carentes  enim  agilitate,  ardiffimo  tamen  am.- 

plexu  aufugiendi  po.teftatem  adiiuunt.  Immo  audader  dicitur  Bradypos  cum 

femel  fe  animali  alicui  affixerint  nullo  modo  pofle  avelli  , fique  eos  canis  te- 
mere laceffiverit,  vix  poffe  fieri  quin  fui  ipfius  vitae  difpendio  poenas  luat  et 

inedia  enecetur.  Sunt  enim  illi  longiffimae  famis  patientiffimi.  Miro  praeterea 
robori  additur  ejulatus  dirus  et  infolitus,  qui  vel  ipfe  feras  faepiffime  in  fugam 
vertere  dicitur. 

\ 

Color  didadylo  efi:  fordide  fufcus,  artubus  corpore  nigrioribus.  Trans  fron- 
tem fupra  oculos  difcurrit  paruum  inaequaliter  taenia  nigra  et  lata.  Oculi 
parvi  hebetefque.  Cauda  vix  vifibilis.  Ungues  longiffimi,  maximi  3 fortiores 
tamen  gerere  videtur  Bradypus  tridadtylus  3 a quo  pr^cipue  differt  hic  nofter 
quod  pedes  anteriores  duos  tantum  ungues  habeant,  pofieriores  tres  3 cum  illius 
omnes  tribus  muniantur  3 quodque  vellus  fit  mollius' et  tenuius. 
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THE  TWO-l'OED  SLOTH 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 


No  Cutting  Teeth  in  either  jaw. 

Canine  Teeth  obtufe,  fmgle,  longer  than  the  grinders,  placed  oppofite. 
Grinders  five  on  each  fide,  obtufe. 

Fore  Legs  much  longer  than  the  hind:  Claws  very  long. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Sloth  with  two  toes  on  the  fore  feet. 


Buffon,  13.  34.  'pL  I. 

Tennant,  Tlift,  ^adr,  p,  496. 


L’  Unau. 


Two-toed  Sloth. 


HE  common  or  three-toed  Sloth,  the  moft  helplefs  and  deformed  of 


all  quadrupeds,  is  peculiar  to  the  hotted:  parts  of  America,  and  is 
principally  found  in  Brafil.  The  fpecies  here  reprefented  is  a native  of  the 
fame  parts  of  America,  but  is  faid  to  have  been  alfo  found,  tho’  rarely,  in 
India.  In  its  general  appearance  it  is  fcarce  lefs  uncoutji  than  the  common 
fpecies,  but  is  not  fo  extremely  flow  in  its  motions,  being  able,  according  tO’ 
the  Count  de  Buffon,  to  afeend  and  defeend  from  a tree  feveral  times  in  a 
day whereas  the  three- toed  fpecies  with  difficulty  performs  that  operation  in 
a whole  day,  and  can  fcarce  crawl  fome  hundred  yards  in  the  fpace  of  many 


hours 
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Both  fpecles  agree  In  their  general  habits  and  manner  of  life,  living  on  fruit 
and  leaves.  They  are  remarkable  for  the  total  want  of  front  teeth,  and  have 
only  canine  teeth  and  grinders.  When  thefe  animals  are  attacked,  they  have 
no  other  mode  of  defence  than  what  refults  from  the  great  mufcular  flrength 

of  their  fore  legs,  which  though  it  does  not  enable  them  to  refill  by 

thofe  llrong  and  violent  efforts  which  moll  quadrupeds  exert  when  fuddenly 
furprifed,  yet  gives  them  a power  of  fallening  fo  forcibly  on  the  animal 

which  attacks  them,  as  to  prevent  all  polfibility  of  its  efcape ; for  it  is  affirmed 
that  nothing  can  make  this  creature  quit  its  hold  when  once  it  has  fallened 
itfelf ; and  that  if  a dog  Ihould  venture  to  attack  it,  it  would  in  all  pro- 
bability lofe  its  own  life  by  being  held  by  the  Sloth  till  familhed.  To  this 

may  be  added  its  dil'mal  cry,  which  is  faid  to  repell  other  animals  by  its 
dilgulling  tone. 

The  colour  of  this  fpecles  is  a duilcy  brown ; fomewhat  deeper  on  the 

limbs  than  on  the  bodyj  and  acrofs  the  forehead,  over  each  eye,  runs  a 
very  broad  and  fomewhat  irregular  band  of  black.  The  eyes  are  fmall  and 
dull : the  tail  fcarce  vifible : the  claws  extremely  long  and  large,  but  fcarce 

fo  flirong  as  in  the  common  Sloth.  The  fore  feet  are  each  furnifhed  with 

tv/o  claws ; the  hinder  ones  with  three  s whereas  in  the  common  Sloth  all 
the  feet  have  three.  To  this  may  be  added  that  the  hair  of  this  fpecies  is 
not  fo  harlli  and  coarfe  as  that  of  the  three- toed  Sloth, 
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PARADISEA  APOD  A. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS, 

Rostrum  capiftri  plumis  tomentofis  te6lum. 

Penn^  hypochondriorum  longiores. 

Rectrices  duae  fuperiores  fingulares  denudatae. 

Lin,  Syji,  NaL  i66. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Paradifea  pennis  hypochondriis  corpore 
intermediis  longis  fetaceis, 

Paradifea  avis. 

Manucodiata  major. 


longioribus,  redlricibus  duabus 
Lin,  Syji.  Nat.  p.  i66. 
Cius.  exot.  360.  t.  360, 


Edw.  av.  iio.  t,  iio. 


PARADISEUM  vocari  folitum  eft  hoc  genus,  dignum  quippe  putetur 
ob  eminentem  pulchritudinem  quod  Paradifum  incolat.  Speciem  quam 
depinximus,  praecipuam  diu  agnoverunt  phyfici  Europaei,  elegantia  certe  nullis 
congeneribus  cedentem,  veftitu  licet  minus  fplendido  decoretur. 

t 

Magnitudine  eil  quafi  turdi  vulgaris.  Color  primarius  pulchre  nitideque  fer-, 
rugineus,  corporis  inferioribus  tantum  non  purpureis.  Frons,  rollrique  bafis 


cingitur 
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cingitur  capiftro  aureo- viridi,  qiiafi  holoferico ; nec  alius  collo  antico  color : ca-^ 
put  flavefcit.  Hypochondria  fafciculis  longiffimis  fubflavis,  (interdum  flaviflimis,) 
plumarum  pendentium  decorantur,  laxis,  levibus,  et  tenellis,  ut  nihil  fupra ; 
quas  caudam  plerique  falfo  opinati  funt,  cum  vera  cauda  brevior  fit,  et  his 
ipfis  plumis  fere  abfcondita. 

In  ^there  tranquillo  plurima  Iiujufmodi  aves  gregatim  convolant,  nonnullae 
feparatim  per  aperta  ferena  quafi  fluitant,  papiliones  majores  aliaque  infedta 
praedantes.  Sin  increbuerit  ventus  de  fubito  converfus,  plumarum  luxuria  im- 
plicita in  terram  non  raro  decidere  dicuntur,  et  facillime  capi, 

Exiftimarunt  nonnulli,  ab  hac  avi  prater  folitum  venufia  exortam  efie  ve- 
terum de  Phoenice  fabulam ; cujus  fortalTe  fides  vel  nunc  non  omnino  obfolevit, 
quaque,  undecunque  originem  duxerit,  nulla  poetis  philofophifque  magis  in- 
ferviit.  Cum  fpecimina  olim  in  Europam  adveda  pedibus  cruribufque  manca 
eifent,  increbuit  vulgaris  opinio  quod  avis  penitus  illis  careat  s quodque  per- 
petuo volet,  nifi  cum  quietis  cupida,  ope  fcaporum  duorum  a tergo  poftico 
prodeuntium,  ab  arbore  fe  fufpendat.  Immo  ipfe  dodilTimus  Gefnerus,  oblitus 
deefle  pennae  vim  mufculi,  in  eundem  errorem  incidit.  Indiam  Orientalem,. 
Infulas  pr^cipue  Moluccas  inhabi|:at  pulcherrimum  hoc  avium  genus* 
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THE  GREATER  PARADISE-BIRD. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  furrounded  at  the  bafe  by  velvet-like  feathers. 
Hypochondrial  feathers  long  and  loofe. 

Two  naked  fhafts  proceeding  from  the  rump. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Ferruginous  Paradife-bird,  with  extremely  long  hypochondrial  feathers. 
Oifeau  de  Paradis. 


Greater  Bird  of  Paradife. 


Buffon.  fL  enL  254. 

Albin.  3.  /.  p. 
Edwards^  t.  no. 


IT  is  from  the  fuperior  beauty  by  which  mod:  of  the  birds  of  this  curious 
genus  are  diftinguifhed  that  they  have  obtained  the  title  of  Paradife- birds : 
the  chief  or  principal  fpecies,  here  exhibited,  has  long  been  known  to  the 
naturalills  of  Europe,  and  tho’  lefs  Iplendid  in  its  colours  than  fome  others  of 
its  genus,  is  perhaps  fuperior  to  them  all  in  point  of  elegance. 

This  bird  is  about  the  dze  of  a thrufh  ; and  its  prevailing  colour  is  a 
beautiful  bright  ferruginous  5 the  lower  parts  of  the  body  being  deeper  or  in- 
clining more  to  purple  than  the  upper.  The  front,  all  round  the  beak,  is 
ornamented  by  golden-green  velvet-like  feathers,  forming  a fort  of  mafk  3 and 
the  fore  part  of  the  neck  is  of  the  fame  appearance.  The  head  is  yellowifh. 
The  lower  parts  of  the  fides  are  decorated  with  long  tufts  of  hanging  feathers, 

generally 
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generally  of  a yellowifli  colour,  but  in  fome  fpecimens,  (as  in  the  prefent)  of 
the  richeft  and  moft  beautiful  yellow.  Thefe  feathers  are  of. a fl:ru6lure  fo 
peculiarly  delicate,  an  appearance  fo  uncommonly  elegant,  and  of  fuch  an 
airy  lightnefs,  as  to  furpafs  all  defcription.  This  part  is  commonly,  but  er- 
roneoufly,  termed  the  tail : the  real  tail  is  rather  Ihort,  and  is  in  great  meafure 
hid  by  the  flov/ing  plumes  juft  mentioned. 

In  calm  weather  great  numbers  of  thefe  beautiful  birds  are  feen  flying  in 
companies,  as  well  as  fingly  floating  about,  and  purfuing  the  larger  butterflies 
and  other  infe6ls ; but  when  the  wind  rifes  and  becomes  ftrong,  or  fuddenly 
changes,  they  are  embarrafled  by  their  exuberant  plumage,  and  are  faid  not 
unfrequently  to  fall  to  the  ground,  and  are  thus  eafily  taken. 

It  has  been  fometimes  imagined  that  this  bird,  from  its  extraordinary  beauty, 
gave  rife  to  the  celebrated  fi6lion  of  the  Phoenix,  of  which  the  belief  is  per- 
haps even  yet  not  entirely  extind.  What  could  have  given  rife  to  fo  ex- 
traordinary an  idea  is  not  eafy  to  imagine : no  fable  however  feems  to  have 
had  a wider  dominion,  or  to  have  been  more  frequently  quoted  by  poets 
and  moralifts. 

Another  popular  error  relative  to  the  Paradife-bird  is  its  fuppofed  want  of 
legs  ; for  as  the  fpecimens  which  were  formerly  imported  into  Europe  were 
flrft  deprived  of  their  legs,  it  became  a general  idea  that  this  fpecies  really 
had  none : that  it  was  almoft  perpetually  on  the  v/ing ; and  that  when  it 
refted,  it  was  by  fufpending  itfelf  from  the  branches  of  trees  by  the  two 
long  naked  fhafts  which  proceed  from  the  lower  part  of  the  backj  and  even 
the  learned  Gefner,  forgetting  that  this  would  imply  a mufcular  ftrudure  in  a 
feather,  relates  the  fame  circumftance.  Thefe  birds  are  natives  of  the  Eaft  ' 
Indies,  and  are  principally  found  about  the  Molucca  Iflands. 
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PSITTACUS  AUSTRALIS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  aduncum : mandibula  luperlorc  mobili  ; cera  inftruda. 

Nares  in  roftri  bafi. 

Li  NGUA  carnofa,  obtufa^  integra. 

Pedes  fcanforii. 

Lin.  Syft.  Nat,  p,  139, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c, 

Pfittacus  brachyurus  fufcus,  capite  cinereo,  collo  antico  abdomineque  in- 
feriore rubro-ferrugineis, 

Pfittacus  Neftor. 

Lath,  Ind,  Orn.  p,  iio. 

Pfittacus  Meridionalis. 

Gmel,  Syft,  Nat,  i.  p,  333, 


AREAT  licet  hic  pfittacus  forma  elegantiore  lautioribufque  coloribus 
quibus  reliquum  plerumque  genus  infignitur,  pretium  tamen  ei  quodam- 
modo facit  raritas  s cum  ex  iis  iit  ipeciebus  quas  immenfa  illa  Novae  Hollan- 
diae  infula  phyficis  Europaeis  nuperrime  fuppeditavit. 

Color  primarius  eft  faturatim  fufeus,  collo  antico,  abdominifque  parte  pofle- 
riore  rubro-ferrugineis  j qui  color  in  nonnullis  fpeciminibiis  totum  etiam  collum 
No.  II,  N torque 
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torque  angufto  circumdat'.  Capitis  vertex  canefcit.  Dorfum,  caudaque 

cinereo-fufca,  non  fme  viroris  obfcurioris  veftigio,  cui  fuperinducitur  cupreus 
quidam  fplendor.  Cinguntur  oculi  fpatio  nudo  albicante  feu  cinereo. 

Roilrum  maximum^  peraduncum,  plumbeo-nigricat  j nec  longe  ab  hoc  co- 
lore recedunt  crura  pedefque.  Notandum  eft  extremitates  pennarum  coloris 
cfle  faturatioris:,  unde  fit  ut  tota  avis  quafi  ftriata  feu  undulata  videatur. 
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THE  SOUTHERN  BROWN  PARROT. 


GENERIC  CHARACTE  R. 

Bill  hooked.  Upper  mandible  moveable. 

Nostrils  rounds  placed  in  the  bale  of  the  bill. 

Tongue  flcfliy,  broad,  blunt  at  the  end. 

Legs  Ihort.  Toes  formed  for  climbing,  viz,  two  forward,  and  two 
backward. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 

Short-tailed  brown  Parrot,  with  greyifn  head,  the  fore  part  of  the  neck 
and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  dull  red. 

Southern  brown  Parrot. 

Lath,  Syn,  i.  264. 


TH  E Parrot  figured  on  the  prefent  plate,  tho'  lefs  diftinguifhed  either 
by  beauty  of  colour  or  elegance  of  fhape  than  moft  others  of  the  genus, 
is  yet  highly  important  from  its  rarity;  being  one  of  the  fpecies  which 
the  ample  regions  of  New  Holland  have  lately  afforded. 

Its  prevailing  colour  is  a darkifli  brown  ; the  fore  part  of  the  neck  and 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  are  of  a deep  ferruginous  red ; and  in  fome 
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fpecimens  the  red  encircles  the  whole  neck  with  a narrow  collar.  The  upper 
part  of  the  head  is  greyiili^  the  back,  wings^,  and  tail  cinereous-brown  j with 
a cad  of  green,  and  varied  by  a fort  of  coppery  glofs  diffufed  over  the 
whole.  The  eyes  are  furrounded  by  a bare  whitifh  or  afh-coloiired  fkin. 

The  beak  is  mod  extremely  large,  hooked,  and  of  a blackifh  lead-colour. 
The  legs  are  nearly  of  the  fame  appearance.  The  tips  of  the  feathers  in 
this  fpecies  are  of  a deeper  cad  than  the  red  of  the  feadierj  giving  a fort 
of  driated  or  undulated  afpeft  to  the  whole  bird. 
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ANAS  GALERICULA  TA. 


CHARACTER  GENE  RICH  S, 

Rostrum  lamellofo-deriJt^ttiinj  convexum  obtufum. 

Lingua  ciliata,  obtufa^ 

Lin,  Syjl,  Nat,  p,  194. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Anas  crifta  dependente,  dorfo  poftico  utrinque  penna  recurvata  com- 
preiTa  elevata. 

Lin,  Syft,  Nat,  p,  206. 

Querquedula  fmenfis. 

BriJJ',  av,.  6.  p.  450.  n,  34. 

Querquedula  fmenfis. 


Edw,  av,  102.  t,  102. 


IN  avium  genus  inquirentes  non  diu  latere  poflit  deefie,  ut  plurimum 
feminis  lautam  plumarum  varietatem,  nimiam  vero  fere  et  prodigam  fuilTe 
naturam  in  decorandis  maribus.  Hoc  nullibi  manifefbius  quam  in  anatum  ge» 
nere ; in  ea  pr.'ucipue  fpecie  de  qua  jam  loquimur.  Cum  enim  mas  pulcher- 
rimis coloribus  infigniatur,  Iplendeantque  illius  alas  amoeniffime  virides  i hujus 
viriditatis  pauxillum  tantum  in  hac  parte  fortita  eft  femina  ; reliqua  tota  infuf- 
catur,  ftriis  aliquot  obfcurioribus  undulata. 
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Sinam  incolit  venuftiffima  avis,  magni  habita,  ct  In  principiim  virorum 
aquis  hortilque  fervata.  In  Japonia  quoque  confpicitur.  Corpus  fuperius  eo- 
iore efl;  faturatim  fufeo,  pennis  aliquot  albo  marginatis.  Pedoris  pars  inferior 
abdoinenqiie  albent.  Caput  infignitur  criila  e plumis  viridibus  et  purpureis 
pulcherrime  compofica.  Gen.^  alb^.  Collum  fuperius  pennis  parvis  rubro- 
luteis,  lanceoho  ad  inftar  acuminatis,  obtegitur ; inferius  cum  pedore  violaceo- 
purpureum.  Al«  pars  media  feu  fpeculum,  coeruleo-viridi  fulgens  lucidiffimum, 
a paj^te  poftica  fafeia  alba  et  tranfverfa  terminatur.  Corporis  latera  pennarum 
ferie  fufco-pallentium,  lunulis  albis  nigrifque  alternatim  diftindarum,  ornantur  : 
habent  tamen  nonnulla  fpecimina  lineas  tenues  fufeas  denfe  difpofitas  lunularum 
vice.  Super  humeros  utrinque  lunulae  aliquot  altius  imprelfe. 

Quod  autem  in  avi  praecipue  mirandum,  remiges  duo  interiores  fecundari! 
feu  dorfo  utrinque  proximi,  ceteris  longe  latiores,  furgunt  lateribus  in  longitu- 
dinem eredis,  quafi  carbaiis  duobus  limiles.  Colore  funt  vivide  ferrugineo, 
parte  antica  albo,  poftica  nigro  leviter  cinda.  Penn^  prater  folitum  ve- 
nuftcC,  quas  cum  primo  videris,  adeo  fitas  putares  ut  perpetuo  periclitarentur, 
nec  per  unius  hor^  fpatium  manerent  incolumes  et  ‘intemeratae,  rariftime  tur- 
bantur et  horrefeunt.  Roftrum  rubet.  Crura  pedefque  aurantia. 

I 

In  Angliam  interdum  cum  femina  illata  eft  formofiftima  hxc  avis  i dubito 
tamen  an  unquam  noftro  fub  coelo  foetus  protulerint. 
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THE  MANDARIN  DUCK. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  broad  and  flattened ; the  edges  marked  with  fliarp  lamellae,, 
Tongue  broad  and  ciliated  at  the  edges. 


SPECIFIC  C H A Fi  A C T E R,  &c. 

Duck  with  variegated  creft,  and  ered  compreflfed  interior  remiges. 
Chinefe  T eak, 

EdzvardS)  pL  102. 


Chinefe  Duck, 


Lath,  Syn.  3.  p.  548, 


Nature  in  the  major  part  of  the  feathered  tribe  feems  to  have  laviihed' 
all  her  ornaments  on  the  male  j while  the  femialej  on  the  contrary,  is 
often  deftitute  of  any  peculiar  brilliancy  of  plumage,  and  of  an  appearance  al- 
together different  from  that  of  the  oppofite  fex.  This  is  no  where  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  in  the  birds  of  the  duck  tribe ; and  the  prefent  fpecies  in  particular 
is  a moil  remarkable  inftance  of  this  diverfity  of  alped ; for  y/hile  the  male 
is  diflinguifhed  by  the  beautiful  colours  exhibited  in  the  annexed  plate,  the 
female  is  merely  of  a dull  brown,  varied  with  undulations  of  a deeper  cafl:,  and 
having  but  a flight  approach  towards  the  rich  green  which  fhines  on  the  wing.s 
of  the  male. 


This 


( 91  ) 


I'his  fpccies  is  a native  of  China,  where  it  is  held  in  the  higheft  efteem,  and 
is  kept  in  the  ornamental  waters  and  gardens  of  the  principal  Mandarins,  It  is 
alfo  found  in  Japan. 

The  general  colour  of  this  bird  on  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  is  a fine 
deep  brown,  with  fome  of  the  feathers  edged  v/ith  v/hite : the  lower  part  of 
the  bread  and  belly  arc  alfo  white.  The  head  is  ornamented  by  a cred  of 
the  mod  elegant  drudure,  confiding  of  a mixture  of  green  and  purple  fea- 
thers : the  cheeks  are  white  : the  upper  part  of  the  neck  of  a yellowifh  red, 

and  covered  v/ith  fmall  fharp-pointed  feathers  : the  lower  part  of  the  neck, 
and  the  bread,  are  of  a very  fine  deep  violet-purple.  The  middle  of  the 
wings,  or  fpeculum,  is  of  a mod  beautiful  lucid  blue-green,  bounded  on  the 
hind  part  by  a tranfverfe  bar  of  white.  The  fides  of  the  body  are  ornamented 
by  a feries  of  pale-brown  feathers,  marked  in  fome  fpecimens  by  didind  al- 
ternate crefcents  of  black  and  white,  in  others  by  fine  clofe-fet  lines  of  brown.  Jud 
above  the  dioulders  on  each  fide  are  a few  fimilar  crefcents  dill  more  drongly 
marked:  but  the  ir^od  driking  fingularky  in  this  fpecies  is  the  figure  of  the 

interior  fecondary  remages,  or  thofe  neared  the  body  on  each  fide ; which  are 

much  broader  than  the  red,  and  dand  with  the  vanes  or  webs  upright,  in  a 
longitudinal  diredion,  like  a pair  of  fmall  fails.  Thefe  beautiful  and  fino-ular 
plumes,  whicli  at  firfl;  view  feem  fcarce  capable  of  being  preferved  an  hour  in 
their  proper  pohtion,  and  which  one  would  fuppofe  liable  from  their  fituation 
to  be  deranged  by  a thoufand  accidental  circumftances,  are  yet  hardly  ever 
feen  in  a difordered  ftate.  The  beak  is  reddilli:  the  legs  and  feet  are  orange- 
coloured. 

This  elegant  bird  is  fometimes  imported  alive  into  our  own  country,  but 
has  rarely,  (if  ever,)  been  fo  far  naturalized  as  to- breed  in  this  climate. 
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URSUS  LUSCUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Dentes  Primores  fuperiores  6,  intus  excavati^  alterni.  Inferiores  6 : 
terales  2 longiores  lobati : feciindarii  ball  interiores. 

Laniarii  folitarii,  conici. 

Molares  5 £ 6 : primo  laniariis  approximato. 

Lin. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Urfus  cauda  eiongata,  corpore  ferrugineo,  roftro  fufeo,  fronte  piagaque 
laterali  corporis. 

Lin,  Syjl.  Nat,  p,  70. 

Urfulus  lupo  affinis. 

Edw.  103.  /.  103. 


Urfus  caftanei  coloris,  cauda  unicolore,  roftro  pedibufque  nigris. 

Brijf,  ^adr,  p,  188. 

I 


U M quadrupede  longe  diverfo  ob  generalem  quandam  fimilitudinem 
^ confunditur  interdum  hsec  urli  fpecies  ; cum  mullela  fcilicet  Gulone 
Linnasi.  America  Septentrionalis  partes  frigidiores  incolit,  in  fylvis  praecipue 
degere  geftiens.  Magnitudine  eft  fere  lupi  minoris.  Defcripfiffie  eum  et  de- 
pinxiffie  primus  videtur  Dominus  Edwards  nomine  ^ikkhatch^  five  Wolverene, 
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Color  generalis  fafco-fubflavefcit,  ab  utraque  dorfi  parte  deorfum  nigrior 
decurrens  fuper  lateribus  fafcia  paululum  arcuata,  quam  fubtus  utrinque  excipit 
linea  anguftior  fufco-fubflava.  Crura  corpore  nigriora.  Trans  frontem  ducitur 
fafcia  pallidior.  Roftrum  nigricat.  Aures  rotundat®  brevefque.  Cauda  longi- 
ufcula,  modice  viilofa.  Ungues  magni,  validi,  uncinati. 

Pr^da  licet  et  rapinis  vitam  fuflientet,  non  tamen  adeo  infatiabiliter  fangui- 
nem  fitit  ^ ut  Gulo.  Cum  lentior  incedat,  animalibus  infidietur  necelTe  eft,  non 
curfu  aflequatur  5 morefque  igitur  Gulonis  inter  arbores  latere  dicitur^  indequc 
cafu  fubitaneo  in  prasdam  deferri,.  . ' . 
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T H E W O L V E R E N E. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Six  cutting  teeth  and  two  canine  in  each  jaw. 

Five  toes  before  ; five  behind. 

In  walking  refts  on  the  hind  feet  as  far  as  the  heel. 

Pennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Ferruginous  brown  Bear,  with  a lateral  band  of  a deeper  colour,  and 
nightly  bufhy  tail. 

The  Quickhatch,  or  Wolverene, 

Edwardsy  pL  103. 


r“|^  H E animal  here  reprefented  has  fometimes  been  confounded  v/ith  a very 
different  quadruped  : viz.  the  Muftela  Gulo  of  Linn^us,  or  Glutton  ; to 
which  it  is  indeed  allied  in  general  appearance,  tho’  really  a diflind:  fpecies. 
It  is  a native  of  the  colder  parts  of  North  America,  and  refides  chiefly  in 
woods.  It  feems  to  have  been  firfl  defcribed  and  figured  by  Edwards,  under 
the  name  of  the  Quickhatch,  or  Wolverene. 

Its  fize  is  that  of  a fmall  wolf.  Its  colour  a tawny  brown  ^ which  on  each 
fide  the  back  is  much  deeper,  and  fpreads  downwards  in  a fomewhat  arcuated 
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manner  over  the  fidesj  and  beneath  this  dark  fhade  on  each  fide  is  a nar« 
rower  band  of  light  yellowilli-brown.  The  legs  are  of  a darker  colour  than 
the  body.  Acrofs  the  front  runs  a light- coloured  band.  The  fnout  is  blackifhi 
the  ears  fhort  and  rounded : the  tail  moderately  long  and  fomewhat  bulky : 
the  claws  large,  ftrong,  and  crooked» 

It  is  of  a predaceous  nature,  but  not  of  that  immoderately  voracious  dif» 
pofition  by  which  the  Glutton  is  faid  to  be  diftinguilhed.  Its  pajce  is  rather 
how  than  quick ; and  in  confequence  of  this  it  is  obliged  to  lie  in  ambulli 
for  other  animals,  and  to  take  them  by  furprife  inftead  of  purfuing  them.  Like 
the  Glutton  it  is  faid  to  have  a habit  of  lurking  amongfl:  trees,  and  fuddenly 
dropping  on  its  prey. 
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MYRMECOPHAGA  JUBATA. 


CHARACTER  GENERI  CUS. 

Dentes  nulli. 

Lingua  teres^  extenfilis. 

Os  angiillatum  in  roflrum,. 

Corpus  pili  tedium. 

Lin.  Syjl.  Nat.  p.  51. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 
Myrmecophaga  palmis  tetradadlyiis,  plantis  pentadadlylis,  cauda  jubata. 

T amandua-guacu. 

Marcgr.  hraj,  225.  t,  225. 

Myrmecophaga  roftri  longifTimo,  pedibus  anticis  tetrad adly lis,  poflicis  pen- 
tadadlylis,  cauda  iongiffimis  pilis  veftita. 

Briff.  B^uadr.  24. 


Yrmecophagae  a plerifque  aliis  quadrupedibus  differunt  non  tantum  externa 
Ipecie,  fed  quod  dentibus  omnino  carent  i quod  quidem,  fi  folum  genus 
Manis  excipias,  aliis  nullis  hadlenus  cognitis  obtigit.  Sunt  tamen  in  cefophago 
Myrmecophagte,  teflante  Domino  Brouffonet,  officula  quadam  dentibus  fimilia. 


Infedlis  folis  vefcitur  Myrmecophaga,  formicis  pn^cipue  et  onifcis  ; quibus 
fane  miro  artificio  infidiatur,  linguam  nempe  lumbriciformem  et  longiffimam 
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diu  extendendo,  adopertamque  opima  prasda,  vifcido  humore  quo  lingua  obdu- 
citur illaqueata,  in  os  fubito  retrahendo.  Species  'hic  depi6la3  diu  captiva,  car- 
nes crudas  in  fruftula  diUedtas  comedere  non  recufabat.  Hsec  omnes  congeneres 
magnitudine  longe  fuperat ; eratque  forfan  ipfiOlmum  fpecimen  unde  figura  h^c 
noftra  defumipta  efl-,  omnium  qu^  in  Europam  unquam  illata  funt  maximum. 

Longitudo  ejus  efi:  circiter  feptem  pedes.  Rudis  eft  illi  et  quad  incultus 
afpedlus.  Color  efi:  fufco-cinereus ; plagaque  nigra  lateralis  ab  humeris  utrin- 
que  decurrit,  fenfim  anguftata,  fupraque  albo  fimbriata.  Roilrum  longum  et 
tubulatum  efl.  Cauda  pilis  nigris  rudibus  et  longifiimis  veftitiir.  Super  crura 
macula  exftat  nigra,  paulo  fupra  pedes  fita.  Pedes  antici  unguibus  validilTi- 
mis  incurvis  muniti  funt,  qui  profe(51:o  Myrmecophagam,  dentibus  licet  caren- 
tem, hoftem  maxime  formidandum  reddunt  : fepe  enim  animalia  externa  fpecie 
feipfa  longe  majora,  vulneribus  fauciata,  et  continua  prefifura  fatigata  enecat, 
cum  corporibus  ungues  infixerit,  vaftuiTique  robur  exercuerit. 

INodlu  evagatur  Myrmecophaga,  et  interdiu  in  locis  fecrctioribus  obdormit  : 
incefiTus  ejus  efi:  lentior,  morefque  pigri  et  torpidi. 
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THE  GREAT  ANT-EATER, 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Body  covered  with  hair. 

Smali  mouth:  long  cylindric  tongue; 

No  teeth. 

Pennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Greyifh  brown  Ant-Eater,  with  very  long  fnout,  extremely  long  builiy 
tail,  and  a black  band  above  the  fhoulders. 

Great  Ant-Eater.. 

Pennant,  Hift,  ^adr,  p,  507. 

Le  T amanoir. 

Buffon.  10,  p,  141.  y>/.  29.  ] 


TH  E curious  genus  Myrmecophaga,  or  Ant-Eater,  is  ftrikingly  dif- 
tinguilhed  from  moll  other  quadrupeds,  not  only  by  the  general  lhape 
and  appearance,  but  alfo  by  the  total  want  of  teeth  ; a particularity  which 
takes  place  in  no  other  quadrupeds  yet  know^n,  except  thofe  of  the  genus 
Manis.  There  are  however,  according  to  the  obfervations  of  Monf.  Brouflbnet, . 
certain  bones  not  unlike  teeth,  fituated  in  the  gullet  or  oefophagus  of  the  Ant-- 
Eater.. 


\ 
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The  Ant-Eaters  feed  Iblely  on  infe6ts,  and  particularly  on  ants  and  millepedes  i 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  procure  the  infeds  is  extremely  curious.  The 
animal  thrufts  out  its  tongue,  which  is  fliaped  like  a worm,  and  of  a great 
length,  and  lays  it  amongft  heaps  of  tliefe  creatures  j and  when  by  means 
of  the  vifeid  moillure  with  which  it  is  covered,  it  is  fufficiently  loaded  with 
infeds,  it  then  retrads  it  fuddenly,  and  fwallows  them.  In  a ftate  of  captivity 
the  fpecies  here  reprefented  has  been  known  to  feed  on  raw  meat,  cut  very 
fmalL  This  ipecies  far  exceeds  in  frze  all  the  reft  of  its  gemis,  and  the 
fpecimen  from  which  this  figure  was  taken  is  perhaps  the  largeft  ever  brought 
into  Europe. 

Its  length  is  upwards  of  feven  feet.  It  is  an  animal  of  an  aukward  and 
uncouth  appearance.  Its  colour  is  a dark  grey  ^ with  a very  broad  band  of 
black,  running  from  the  neck  downwards  on  each  fide  the  body,  and  growing 
gradually  narrower  as  it  paftes  down.  This  black  band  is  accompanied  on  the 
upper  part  by  a ftreak  of  white.  The  fnout  is  very  long  and  tubular.  The 
tail  is  black,  and  is  furniftied  with  coarfe  hair  of  a very  great  length.  On 
each  of  the  fore-legs  is  alfo  a patch  of  black  a little  above  the  feet.  The 
fore-feet  are  armed  with  extremely  ftrong  and  crooked  claws,  which  render 
this  creature,  tho’  deftitute  of  teeth,  a very  formidable  adveriary,  fince  it  has 
been  known  to  deftroy  animals  of  much  greater  apparent  ftrength  than  itfelf^ 
and  fixing  its  claws  upon  them,  exerts  fuch  powerful  force  as  to  kill  them  by 
laceration  and  continued  prefllire. 

It  is  a nofburnal  animal,  and  is  faid  to  fleep  during  the  day  in  retired  places. 
Its  pace  is  fomewhat  flow,  and  its  manners  heavy  and  ftupid. 
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MUSEUM  L E V E R I A N U M. 

No.  III. 


PHASIANUS  CURVIROSTRIS. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

•Gen^  cute  nuda  levigatae 

Lin,  Syjl,  Nat,  p,  270* 

CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Thafianus  cupreo-purpureus,  viridi-nitens,  corpore  fubtus  nigricante,  capite 
criflato,  roftro  elongato, 

iphafianus  Impejanus, 

Lath,  Ind,  Orn,  p,  6^2* 


O N niH  intra  paucos  annos  Europaeis  innotuit  Phafianus  curviroftris,  feu 
Impeyanus.  Plumis  decoratur  mirum  in  modum  fulgidis  et  venuftis. 
Dorfum  alseque  lucide  purpureo-nigricant  viridi  cupreoque  verficolorao  Qu^  in 
collo  plumse,  angufe  et  acuminatae,  nitidlffime  funt  cupreo-ferrugine^e.  Cin- 
guntur oculorum  orbita  cute  nuda  c^ruleo-virefcente.  Cauda  fulvo-ferruginea, 
apicem  rotundata.  Corporis  inferiora  fufco-nigra.  “ Affurgit  crifta  infigniter  de- 
No.  III,  P cora. 
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cora,  conftans  e plurimis  parvis  et  eredis  fcapis,  quorum  apices  fm^-^li  tela  feu 
paite  plumata  ovata  et  acuminata,  capiti  colloque  concolori  termuuacur. 

Roilii  fingularis  formatib:  mandibula  enim  fuperior  magnopere  cu*vata,  longe 
ultra  inferiorem  excurrit : quod  nefcio  an  cafu  potius  evenire  fufpicarer,  quam 
proprium  elTe  et  perpetuum,  ni  in  omnibus  quse  examinavi  fpeciminibus  ita  fe 
res  conflanter  haberet.  Nomen  igitur  xxiNvAt  curviroftris  inde  deduflum  utile 
eft  ad  notam  diftlndionis.  Nomen  etiam  Impeyanus  apte  fatis  polTit  retineri  i 
cum  phyficis  nempe  noftratibus  primo  hanc  avem  communicavit  uxor  ledifTima 
Domini  Elis  Impey  Equitis  aurati,  qus  plura  fecum  ab  Indis  fpecimina  attulit. 

Magnitudine  gallum  gallinaceum  vulgarem,  feu  phaflanum  gallum  Linnsi, 
plene  squat  Phafianus  curviroftris.  Femina  mare  minor,  maxima  ex  parte 
fufea,  notis  iindulifque  pallidioribus  et  nigrioribus  variata.  In  hoc  etiam  difFcrt, 
quod  remiges  primarii  nigrent  ^ fecundariis  nigro  ferrugineoque  tranfverfe  fafei- 
atis  j quodque  cauda  fit  breviffima,  corpori  concolor.  Crura  prsterea  non  cal- 
caribus fed  tuberibus  tantum  armata.  Illas  Indis  partes  quas  Hindoflan  nomine 
rorunt  hodierni,  fcptentrionales  prscipue  inhabitat  Phafianus  curviroftris. 


THE 
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THE  I M P E Y A N P H E A S A N T. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 
Cheeks  covered  with  a fmooth  naked  fkin. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

/ 

Blackiili- purple  Pheafant,  with  a changeable  luftre  of  green  and  copper-^ 
colour,  the  body  black  beneath,  the  head  creiled,  the  beak  long  and 
crooked. 

Impeyan  Pheafant. 

Lath,  Synopf,  SuppL  p,  20  S. 


T’  H E Phafianus  curviroftris,  or  Innpeyan  Pheafant,  is  a fpecles  known 
only  within  thefe  few  years.  It  is  a bird  of  uncommon  beauty  and 
luftre  of  plumage : the  general  colour  of  the  wings  and  back  is  a rich,  glofly, 
blackifh  purple,  varied  with  changeable  hues  of  green  and  copper- colour.  The 
feathers  on  the  neck  are  of  a narrow  ,and  fliarpened  form,  and  of  a very 
bright  copper-ferruginous.  The  orbits  of  the  eyes  are  furrouncled  with  a naked 
Ikin  of  a blueifh-green  tinge  : the  tail  is  of  a bright  bay  or  ferruginous 
colour,  and  is  rounded  at  the  end  : the  under  parts  of  the  body  are  of  a dull 
black.  The  top  of  the  head  is  ornamented  by  a creft  of  fingularly  beautiful 
ftrudlure,  confuting  of  a great  many  fmall,  upright,  nearly  naked  fhafts,  each 
terminated  by  an  oval  lliarp-pointed  web  or  feathered  part,  of  the  fame  bril- 
liant appearance  with  the  reft  of  the  head  and  neck. 
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The  beak  is  of  a fingular  form ; the  upper  mandible  being  confiderably  pro- 
longed over  the  lower,  and  extremely  curved.  It  might  be  fufpedred  that  this 
was  an  accidental  circumftance ; but  as  it  takes  place  equally  in  all  the  Ipecimens 

I have  yet  feen,  I imagine  it  to  be  the  proper  and  confiant  form  of  the  beak. 

\ 

It  therefore  affords  a very  good  mark  of  diftindtion,  and  the  Latin  trivial  or 
common  name  is  taken  from  thence.  Its  Englifh  name  of  Impeyan  Pheafant 
may  be  fiill  retained  with  great,  propriety,,  fmce  it  was  firft  introduced  to.  the. 
notice  of  naturalifis  by  the  Lady  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  brought  feveral. 
Ipecimens  from  India. 

The  fize  of  this  curious  bird  is  at  leafi  equal  to  that  of  a common  fowl,. 
The  female  is  fmaller  than  the  male,,  and  is  principally  of  a brown  colour, 
varied  with  marks  and  undulations  of  a deeper  and  lighter  call  s the  longer 
wing  feathers  are  alfo  black  in  the  female,  the  fecondary  ones  barred  with 
black  and  ferruginous  : the  tail  extremely  fhort,  and  coloured  like  the  reft  of 
the  bird  s and  the  legs,  inftead  of  fpurs,  as  in  the  male,  are  only  furnifhed  with  a . 
knob  or  tubercle.  The  Impeyan  Pheafant  is  chiefly  found  in  the  northern, 
parts  of  Hindoftan. 
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CAPRA  IB  EX. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS.. 

Cornua  concava,  furfiim  verfa,  erefla,  fcabra. 

Dentes  Primores  inferiores  o6lo,. 

Laniarii  nulli. 

Lin.  Syfi.  Nat.  f.  940^ 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &a- 

Capra  cornibus  fupra  nodofis  in.  dorfum  reclinatis.* 

Ibex. 

Gejh.  ^adr.  331.* 

Bifulc,  732. 

JohnJl,  ^ladr.  t.  28. 

Balias  Spc.  ZooL  ii.  p 31*  Zr  S”  fiZ'  4"' 


NAfcitur  Ibex  in  variis  Europse  et  Afiae  regionibus.  Cordi  funt  ei  rupes 
locaque  montofa,  nec  alicubi  cernitur.  Ab  hoc  ortas  elTe  omnes  caprae' 
vulgaris  feu  domefticae  varietates  nonnullis  phyficis  perfuafum  efl.  Maxima 
ejus  eft  copia  in  infula  Creta  3 generatur  etiam  in  Corfica.^ 

Magnitudine  capram  vulgarem  fuperat.  Color  generalis  eft  cinereo-fufeus,  in' 
nonnullis  fpeciminibus  ferrugineo  leviter  tin6lus.  Corporis  inferiora  ex  albido 
fubflavefcunt.  Crura  plerumque  nigris  maculis  interfperfa.  Per  dorfi  longitu-- 
dinem  decurrit  linea  perpetua.  Caput  vada  gerit  cornua,  quorum  pars  fuperior* 


( io6  ) 

prominentibus  et  femicirciilatis  tuberibus  notatur.  Retro  curvantur  in  apices 
mucronatos  definentia.  Gula  plerumque  barbata. 

Mirandi  efl:  Ibex  roboris  et  pernicitatis:  faltu  fertur  longiflimo : pendet  faspe 
de  rupium  lateribus  more  caprae  communis.  Cornua  fcemin^  longe  minora 
quam  maris. 

Opus  fubire  laboris  et  periculi  plenum  dicuntur  venatores,  quos,  cum  ad 
vit^  difcrimen  ventum  fit,  fallere  faepe  et  effugere  folet  Ibex,  pr^cipitem  fc 
de  monte  in  cornua  dando,  et  a terra  ftatim,  nuda  accepta  injuria,  reliiiendo. 
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C J07  ) 


THE  STEINBOCPC. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Horns  bending  backward,  and  almofl:  clofe  ac  the  bafe. 
Eight  cjTTiNG  TEETH  in  the  lower  jaw,  none  in  the  upper. 
The  male  commonly  bearded. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 

Dark-brown  Goat,  with  large  knotted  horns  reclining  backwards. 

The  Ibex. 

Pem,  Hi/lo  ^.adr,  p,  49, 


HE  Ibex,  or  Steinbock,  which  fome  naturalifts  have  confidered  as  the 
J original  or  (lock,  from  whence  the  fevcral  varieties  of  the  common  or 
domeftic  Goats  have  proceeded,  is  a native  of  feveral  parts  of  Europe  and 
Afia,  but  is  conhantly  found  in  rocky  and  mountainous  regions.  It  abounds 
in  the  iOand  of  Crete,  and  is  aifo  found  in  Corfica. 

In  fize  it  is  fuperior  to  the  common  goat.  Its  general  colour  is  a dark 
clneicous  brown,  iiighciy  tinged  in  fome  individuals  with  ferruginous:  the  under 
parts  of  the  body  aie  of  a dull  yellowilh  white.  On  the  legs  are  often  feen 
mark  or  patche.-:>  of  black : along  the  back  runs  a continued  ftidpe  of  black. 
The  hoins  are  of  enornious  fize,  and  are  marked  on  the  upper  fide  by  large 

femi“ 
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femiclrcular  prominences  or  tubercles  *,  they  are  curved  backwards,  and  terminate 
in  a lliarp  extremity ; the  throat  is  commonly  bearded. 

It  is  an  animal  of  great  ftrength  and  fwiftnefs,  and  is  capable  of  leaping  to 
a fuprifing  diflance ; and,  like  the  common  goat,  is  often  feen  to  hang  on 
the  brinks  of  precipices,  amongft  the  lofty  crags  which  it  inhabits.  The  horns 
of  the  female  are  far  fmaller  than  thofe  of  the  male. 

The  chafe  of  this  animal  is  faid  to  be  an  exercife  of  confiderable  danger, 
as  well  as  fatigue,  and  it  is  faid,  that  when  clofely  prefled,  the  animal  has 
a pradbice  of  throwing  itfelf  down  a precipice,  and  lighting  on  its  horns,  with- 
out receiving  the  leaft  injury,  and  by  this  means  often  efcapes  its  purfuers. 
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MUSTELA  LUTRIS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Dentes  Primores  fuperiores  fex,  ere6li,  acutiores,  diflindl* 

Inferiores  fex,  obtufiores,  conferti : duo  interiores. 

Lingua  te  vis. 

Lbu  Syft,  Nat,  f,  56, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Muftela  plantis  palmatis  pilofis,  cauda  corpore  quadruplo  breviore. 

Lin,  Syjl,  Nat,  p,  66, 


Lutra  marina. 


Steller,  Nov.  Comment,  Petr  op,  tom,  i,  367.  /.  26. 

Erxl,  Mamm,  p,  445. 
Schreb,  III.  p,  465.  /.  12S, 


L Utrarum  alte  fpecies  fluvios,  ali^u  maria  incolunt.  Cernere  eft  in  his  fub- 
obfeura  externae  cujufdam  fimilitudinis  cum  pifeibus  veftigia,  quse  in 
Caftore  manifeftior,  in  Phoca  evidens  et  confpicua,  maxima  autem  et  certify 
'fima  eft  in  Trichechi  genere,  donec  in  Trichecho  Manato,  feu  illo  cui  cauda 
Totundata,  quadrupedis  forma  jam  fere  deperdita,  in  cetariis  animalibus  penitus 
deleatur ; his  enim  tanta  videtur  eflfe  cum  pifeibus  affinitas,  ut  inter  eos  nume- 
rentur a plurimis  qui  de  hiftoria  naturali  antiquitus  confcripferinc. 

No.  IIL  Q Magni 
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Magni  venditur  hujufce  fpeciei  vellus,  ex  quo  pra,’cipue  conficiuntur  veftes. 
lautiffim^e  magnatum  Turcicorum  et  RulTicorum.  Varietas  vero  efl  altera  et 
major,  cujus  pilus  pretiofior  et  delicatior. 

Circa  Iktora  Kamtfchatkas  nec  non  infularum  Afiam  et  Americam  interja- 
centium praecipue  cernitur  Mufleia  Lutris.  Pifcibus  vefcitur,  more  Lutrae  vul- 
garis. Natat  audadler  et  celerrime,  Maximo  erga  prolem  amore  fervet,  qui 
fane  non  modo  huic  generi  fed  et  cetario  forfan  violentior  quam  reliquis  ple- 
rifque  animalibus. 

Color  fufco-nigricat.  Longitudo,  ut  plurimum,  paulo  fuperat  quatuor  pedes 
a nafo  ad  extremum  canete. 


THE 
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THE  SEA  OTTER. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Six  CUTTING  TEETH  and  two  canlnc  in  each  jaw, 

Fi\^e  TOES  on  each  foot ; each  toe  conne6led  by  a flrong  web, 

Pennms. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Sable  Otter  with  tail  about  four  times  fhorter  than  the  body. 

Sea  Otter. 

Penn,  Hijl,  ^adr,  p.  356, 


The  Lutrse,  or  Otters,  of  which  fome  fpecies  inhabit  frefh  waters  and 
others  the  fea,  are  remarkable  for  the  firfb  or  beginning  approach  in 
point  of  external  figure  amongfb  quadrupeds  to  the  animals  of  the  fiiliy  tribe, 
v/hich  is  more  nearly  approached  to  by  the  Beaver ; (till  more  by  the  Seal, 
and  extremely  fo  by  the  genus  Trichechus;  till  in  the  Trichechus  Manatus, 
or  round-tailed  Manati,  the  outline  of  a quadruped  is  almofl  obliterated,  and 
at  length  is  ^ quite  loft  in  the  Cetaceous  tribe,  which  have  fo  much  the  general 
habit  or  appearance  of  fifties,  that  by  many  of  the  older  writers  on  natural 
hiftory  they  have  been  clafled  as  fuch. 
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Confidered  in  a commercial  view  the  prcfent  Ipecies  is  highly  important, 
fince  its  fur  is  one  of  the  richeil  and  mod  valuable  hitherto  difcovered,  and 
affords  to  the  Ruffian  nobility  and  to  the  Turks,  a principal  article  of  their 
magnificent  drefs.  It  is  however  chiefly  the  larger  variety  of  this  fpecies 
which  is  mod  edeemed,  the  fur  of  the  one  here  figured  being  not  fo  cx- 
qiiifitely  fine  as  that  of  the  larger  fort* 

This  animal  is  principally  found  about  the  fhores  of  Kamtfchatka,  and  the 
intermediate  ifiands  between  Ada  and  America.  Like  the  red  of  its  genus, 
it  feeds  on  fidi,  fwims  with  great  drength  and  celerity,  and  is  remarkable  for 
a very  drong  attachment  to  its  young  s a particular  in  which  not  only  the 
animals  of  this  genus,  but  even  thofe  of  the  cetaceous  tribe  at  lead  equal,  if 
not  exceed  mod  other  animals.  The  colour  of  the  Sea  Otter  is  a very  deep 
blackifii-brown.  Its  general  length  from  the  nofe  to  the  tip'  of  the  tail  is^ 
fomewhat  more  than  four  feet.. 
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TURDUS  ORPHEUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  tereti-cultratum  : mandibula  fuperiore  apice  deflexo,  emarginato* 
Nares  nud^e,  fuperne  membranula  femitedtse. 

Faux  ciliata. 

Lingua  lacero-emarginata; 

Lin,  Syft,  Nat.  p.  291» 


CHARACTER  SPECI  FICU  S,. 


Turdus  plumbeo-fufcus,  fubtus  pallidus.- 
Turdus  Orpheus. 

Turdus  Polyglottus  ? 

Turdus  Orpheus  ^ 

Mimus. 


iLin.  Syji.  Nat.  p.  293, 
Un.  Syfi.  Nat.  p.  293, 
Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  p.  339, 
BriJ.  Av.  2.  p.  262.  n.  27. 


ANtequam  detedus  eflet  orbis  occiduus,  mmfices  palmam'  ab  aliis  avibus 
facile  proripuit  Lufcinia,  in  fylvis  Europaeis  cantatrix  omnium  jucundif- 
fima.  Mirum  lane  fcientise  zoologicse  infignis  ilia  epocha  attulit  incrementum, 
plurim.aque  comperta  funt  animalia  qus  forma  fingulari  omnia  hadeniis  in  ve- 
teri orbe  confpeda  longe  fuperabant.  Tum  primum  phyficis  innotuerunt  Di- 
delphides,  in  folliculo  abdominali  catulos  diu  poll  partum  geftantes.  Rana  Pipa, 
feu  Surinamenfis,  quae  modo  prorfus  contrario  pullos  in  ceUulis  dorfalibus  gerit, 


inter 


( i‘4  ) 


inter  prodigia  qux  ingeniofa  protuUt  natura,  merito  habebatur.  Viderunt  pri’- 
mum  gaudio  fimul  et  ftupore  perculfi  iftius  temporis  philofophi  immenfe  mag- 
nitudinis Condoram,  quae  cum  ovibus  correptis  avolat,  immo  etiam  armenta 
majora  perfequitur  et  devaftat ; nec  non  perexiguum  Trochilum,  plurimis  in- 
fedlis  minutiorem,  fuperbientemque  coloribus  queis  cedit  longe  quicquid  eft 
humanj£  artis.  Inter  aves  cantatrices  deprenfa  eft  turdi  fpecies  fuaviloquo  car- 
mine lufciniae  ipfi  antecellens. 


Notiflimum  eft  aves  Americanas  plumis  verficoloribus  nitidiffimas,  cantu  illo 
jucundiffimo  quo  fylvae  prataque  Europ^a  maxime  hilarantur,  ut  plurimum 
'carere  : quam  ob  caufam  Britanniae  eleganter  gratulatur  poeta  noftras  non 
ignobilis. 


Sint  procul  a nobis  plum^  quas  mille  colorum 
Sole  fub  occiduo  Iplendida  turba  gerit. 

Dum  Philomela  fuos  foliis  adoperta  novellis 
Jnftituat  numeros  cum  filet  omne  nemus. 

Canit  tamen  Philomela  mceftum  aliquod  et  querulum,  ut  dulce  dolentem 
putemus. 

Flet  nodlem,  ramoque  fedens  miferabile  carmen 
Integrat,  et  moeftis  late  loca  queftibus  implet. 

% 

Vox  vero  avis  quam  nunc  ' deferibere  pergimus,  fonat  ardentius  quiddam, 
clarius  et  alacrius  ; varium  magis  et  canorum.  Arbufculte’  plerumque  infidens 
nodte  dieque  canit  Turdus  Orpheus,  idque  numeris  adeo  muficis  et  fonoris  ut 
in  ftuporem  plane  rapiat  auditores.  Si  orbis  occidui  incolis  credendum  fit, 

vincuntur  longe  dulces  tener^que  Lufeinis  querel®  potentioribus  Americana: 
cantatricis  carminibus. 
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Nec  folum  fua  Toce  praecellit  miranda  h^c  avis^  fed  vocem  etiami  cantiif- 
qiie  aliarum  plurimarum  volucrum  imitatur^  nec  non  aliorum'  animalium^  et 
rerum  etiam  domeftlcarum  fonitus. 

Non  lautior  eft  1111  veflitus  quam  lufciniae  noUrse.  Color  generalis  eil  cine- 
reo feu  plumbeo-fufcus,  alis  caudaque  obfcurloribus.  Pars  corporis  inferior 
propemodum  albicat,  ut  et  redrices  du^  exteriores,  marginibus  nigris.  Roilrum 
et  crura  nigricant.  Tedrices  extrema,  remigefque  aliqui  fecundari!  fubalbidi 
alam  maculant.. 

Turdum  nbdrum  vulgarem  magnitudine  fere  aequat  Orpheus,,  fed  elegantior 
efl  et  delicatior.  Varietas  hujus  avis  efl;  paulo  minor,  quiS  lineola  alba  in  fu- 
perciliis  praecipue  diftinguitur,  quaque  a nonnullis  audoribus  (inter  c^eteros  a 
Linn^o)  ut  fpecies  diverfa  notatur.  Permantus  tamen  varietatem  meram  elTc 
judicat.  Interdum  quoque  pedore.,  maculato  conlpicitur,,  quod,  forfan  fiat  ante-» 
quam  plumas  perfedas  nada  fit.. 

Reperitur  Turdus  Orpheus  in>  omni  calidiori  America,,  in  ipfis  etiam  nu- 
perrime foederatis  provinciis.  Sylvas  humidas  praecipue  amat, ..  variifqiie  baccis 
v^fcitur. 
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THE  MOCKING  THRUSH. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  flrait,  obtufely  carinated  at  top,  bending  a little  at  the  point,  and 
nightly  notched  near  the  end  of  the  upper  mandible. 

Nostrils  oval  and  naked. 

Tongue  (lightly  jagged  at  the  end. 

Middle  TOE  conneded  to  the  outer  as  far  as  the  firfl  joint. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Thrulh  of  a lead- coloured-brown  above,  whitilh  beneath. 

Mocking  Bird. 

Rail  Synops.  p.  64.  No,  p,  185.  No.  31. 
Sloan,  Jam,  2.  306.  No.  34. 

Catejh,  Car,  i.  pL  27. 


The  Nightingale,  fo  uniformly  admired  as  the  pride  of  the  European 
woods,  and  fo  celebrated  from  the  earliefl  ages  for  its  fupereminent  mu- 
fical  powers,  continued  to  bear  the  palm  of  melody  from  the  reft  of  the  feathered 
tribe  till  the  difcovery  of  the  weftern  hemifphere.  At  that  ftriking  period  the- 
knowledge  of  the  animal  world  was  increafed  in  all  its  branches  by  a vaft 
variety  of  new  and  interefting  fpecies  i many  of  which  exceeded  in  fingularity 
of  form  all  that  the  Old  Continent  had  difplayed.  The  Opoftlims,  fo  remark- 
able for  the  ejttraordinary  manner  in  which  they  bear  their  young  about  them, 
long  after  the  ^period  of  exclufion,  were  then  firft  difcovered : the  Pipa,  or 
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toad  of  Surinam,  which  in  a manner  dire6lly  oppofite,  bears  Its  young  in  nu- 
merous cells  on  its  back,  was  another  obje^d:  of  wonder  to  the  naturallfts  of 
Europe  : v/hile  amongft  birds,  the  prodigious  fize  of  the  Condor,  which  feizes 
and  carries  off  flieep,  and  even  attacks  and  deftroys  the  larger  cattle,  oppofed 
to  the  diminutive  race  of  Elumming-blrds,  fome  of  which  are  far  lefs  than 
feveral  infedts,  and  adorned  with  colours  which  no  art  can  exprefs,  called  forth 
all  that  admiration  which  philolbphic  inquirers  mud  ever  feel  at  new  and  cu- 
rious difcoveries  in  the  hiftory  of  Nature. 

Amongfl  birds  polTeired  of  mufical  powers,  a fpecies  of  thrufh  was  found  to  exift, 
to  whofe  voice  even  the  warblings  of  the  nightingale  were  judged  inferior.  It  is 
remarkable  that  many  of  the  highly  gay  and  brilliant  birds  of  America,  are 
deftitute  of  that  pleading  pov/er  of  fong  which  gives  fo  peculiar  a charm  to 
the  groves  and  fields  of  Europe ; and  an  elegant  poet  has  beautifully  exprefied 
the  fuppofed  fuperiority  of  our  own  illand  in  this  refped:. 

Nor  envy  we  the  gaudy  robes  they  lent 
Proud  Montezuma’s  realm,  whofe  lemons  cad 
A boundlefs  radiance  waving  on  the  fun. 

While  Philomel  is  ours;  while  in  our  fhades. 

Thro’  the  foft  filence  of  the  liftening  night 
The  fober-fuited  fongdrefs  trills  her  lay.  ” 

The  miific  however  of  the  nightingale  has  always  been  confidered  as  plain- 
tive or  melancholy,  and  fuch  as  conveys  ideas  of  didrefs. 

Flet  no6lem,  ramoque  fedens,  miferabile  carmen 
Integrat,  et  mcedis  late  loca  quedibus  implet. 

Darkling  die  wails  in  fad iy- pleading  drains. 

And  melancholy  mufic  fills  the  plains. 

But  the  notes  of  the  bird  now  to  be  defcribed  are  of  a livelier  nature,  a 
bolder  drain,  and  of  a more  varied  richnefs  and  force  of  tone.  It  hno-s  both 
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by  day  and  night,  and  generally  feats  itfelf  on  the  top  of  fome  fmall  tree,  where 
it  exerts  a voice  fo:  powerfully  ft.rong,  and  fo  fweetly  melodious  as  to  charm  even 
to  rapture  thofe  who  liften  to  its  lays.  If  we  may  rely  on  the  attellations 
of  thofe  whp.have  refided  on  the  Weftern  Continent,  all  the  thrilling  fweetnefs 
and  varied  modulations  of  the  nightingale,  mull  yield  to  the  tranfcendcnt  mufio. 
of  the  fongfter  of  America.„ 

Exclufive  of  its  own:  enchanting  note,,  it  poiTelTes  the  power  of  imitating  thofe^ 
of  moll,  other  birds ; nay  it  even  carries  this  propenfity  fo  far  as-.to  imitate 
the  voices  of  various  other  animals,  as  well  as  different  kinds  of  domeftic  founds. 

This  wonderful  bird,  is  as  undidinguifhed  by  any  peculiar  gaiety  of  appearance 
as  the  European  nightingale.  Its  general  colour  is  a pale  cinereous  brown  i 
the  wings  and  tail  deeper,  or  more  inclined  to-,  blackifh : the  under  part  of 
the  body  is  nearly  white,,,  and;  the  two  exterior  feathers  of  the  tail  are  of  the  ■ 
fame  colour,  with  dark  margins::  the  bill  and  legs  are  black.  The  covert 
feathers  of  the  wings  are  flightly  tipped  with  white,  and  fome  of  the  Ihorter 
or  fecondary,  wing-feathers . are  white  alfo,Torming  a,  mark  of  that  colour  on.^ 
the  wing. 

It  is  nearly  of  the  fize  of  the  common ' or  fong-thrufh,  but  of  a more  del h 
cate  fhape.  Of  this  bird  there  is  a fmaller  variety, , which  has  a white  line  over» 
each  eye  : this  by  fome  authors  (and  amongft  others  by  Linn£iis,)Ms  made  a. 
diftind  fpecies;  Mr.  Pennant  however  has  regarded  it  merely  in  the  light  of: 
a variety.  It  has  alfo  been  feen  with,  a fpotted  bread:,  which  probably  is  the.: 
ilate  in  which  it  appears  before  it  has  attained  its  full  plumage. 

This  bird- is  an  inhabitant  of  all  the  warnner  parts  of  America, . and  is  found  J 
as  far  north  as  the  united  Britilh . States. . It  chiefly  frequents  moift  woods,, and i 
feeds  principally  on  the  different  kinds  of.  berries. . 
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STRIX  BUBO. 

I..  • --  — II-I  - nti ■■  -him  ii  fciii  - - iwm-iB.  ri-niMii 

CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  adunciim,  abfqiie  cera. 

Nares  pennis  fetaceis  recumbentibus  obted^*» 

Caput  grande  : auribus  oculifque  magnis* 

Lingua  bifida* 

Lin.  Syjl.  Nah  f.  13 1* 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS, 

Strix  Rufa,  maculis  pundifque  nigris,  fufcis,  cinereifque  variata. 

Strix  capite  auriculato,  corpore  rufo. 

Bubo, 

Bell.  av-.  25.  u.  Gijn.  av.  p.  234-*  Aldn  orm  i.  p>  562*. 
Brijs.  av.  i.  477,  i*  Raii  Syn.  p,  24.  i, 

Avem  oflendit  tabula  qiis  a fpecimine  pulcherrimo  fimul  et  integerrimo 

delineata  eft.  Tantum  eft  affinitatis  inter  hoc  genus  et  genus  Fakoy  ut 
ftriges  quafi  nodurni  quidam  falcones  non  male  habeantur,  et  apte  fatis  ob- 
fervavit  Linnseus  eandem  effie  inter  has  et  illos  differentiam,  quae  eft  inter 
phal^nas  et  papiliones*  Dividitur  genus  in  fpecies  cornutas  et  cornubus  ca- 
rentes j illas  fcilicet  quibus  capiti  utrinque  affurgunt  plumae  cornuum  more, 

eafque  quibus  caput  omnino  l^ve* 

In  editione  licet  duodecima  Syftematis  Naturie  Linnsei  fpecies  memorentur 
tantum  duodecim,  progreilu  taixien  temporis  id  acceffit  incrementi,  ut  jam  cog- 
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nitcc  numerentur  tantum  non  quinquaginta.  Vix  ulla  major  quam  qu^e  in 
tabula  depingitur^  cujus  moles  paululum  aquilae  cedit. 

Coloi^ -generalis  e rufo  ferrugineus,,  maculis  majoribus  minoribufque  fufeis,  nl- 
glcisj  cinereifque  variatus,  nec  non  punctulis  innumeris  concoloribus  dilLinfluSo 
Color  pricterea  vel  pallidior  vel  faturatior  pro  diverfa  setate  et  valetudine. 
Irides  croceo-riibrse.  Roftrum  nigrum.  Ungues  nigri,  unci,  validiiTimi.  Crura 
ad  ipfos  ungues  plumata. 


In  Anglia  rariiTime  confpicitur  h^c  fpecles  ; interdum  tamen  in  locis  fyl- 
vofis  et  faxofis  invenitur.  In  Gallia,  Germania,  et  reliquis  Europe  partibus 
minime  rara.  Cuniculos,  aves,  aliaque  animalia  praedatur. 


Supervacaneum  forfan  iit  notare  genus  male  ominatum  et  lu<flus  prsefagum 
ab  omnibus  fere  populi  femper  habitum  fuiife  : qu^  fuperilitio  etiam  in  Ame- 
rica dominatur,  quaque  ex  antiquis  immunes  fuiiie  foil  videntur  Athenienfes, 
qui  bubonem  utpote  avem  Minerva  diledtarn,  magno  favore  tutati  funtj  illam 
ipfam  pr^cipue  fpeciem  de  qua  jam  agitur,  cujus  non  dubito  quin  tunc  tem- 
poris maxima  ibi  eilet  copia,  cum  hodie  nulla  iit  penuria. 

Notandum  eft  ilriges  aliquot,  duas  nempe  vel  tres,  mole  et  partium  pro- 
proportione  huic  fimiilimas,  coloribus  tamen  longe  diverfas,  a nonnullis  va- 
rietates potius  quam  fpecies  vere  diftindas  haberi  3 ilrigem  fcilicet  Scandiacam 
Linnaei,  in  Sueeia  Septentrionali  natam,  quas  penitus  albet  3 itrigemque  Virgi-* 
nianam  ejufdem  au  floris,  Americce  Auilralis  incolam,  quas  a noflra  ave  in  eo. 
tantum  differt,  quod  peflus  et  abdomen  alba  fint,  itriis  innumeris  tranfverfis 
fufco-nigricantlbus  fafeiata. 
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THE  GREAT  HORNED  OWL. 


GENERIC  C El  A R A C T E R. 

Bill  crooked  ; without  cere. 

Nostrils  covered  with  briftiy  feathers 
Head  large : both  ears  and  eyes  very  large.. 

Tongue  bifid.  > 

Latham. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c; 


Rufous  Owl  variegated  with  fpots,  marks^  and  fpecklings  of  black,  brown^. 
and  cinereous. 


Great  Horned-Owl  or  Eade-OwL 
Le  grand  Due. 

Great  Eared 


TVilL.  orn.  p,  99,  /.  12.. 
Buff,  ois,  I.  y>.  332.  t.  22'” 
Lath.  Synods,  i,  116. 


TH  E fpecles  of  Owl  here  reprefented,  is  taken  from  a fpecimen  of 
uncommon  beauty  and  perfe6t:ion.  The  alliance  between  this  genus  and 
that  of  Falco,  is  extremely  ftrong;  and  indeed  owl's  may  be  confidered  as  a' 
kind  of  nocturnal  Hawks,  differing,  as  Linnaeus  mofl  happily  obferves,  from' 
thofe  birds  in  the  fame  manner  as  moths  differ  from  butterflies ; the  one' 
being  chiefly  nodurnal,  the  other  diurnal.  They  are  divided  into  the  horned' 
and  hornlefs,  or  thofe  which  have  elongated  plumes  (landing  up  on  eacL 
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fide  the  liead  in  the  manner  of  horns,  and  thofe  which  hare  the  head  per- 
fedly  fmooth. 

In  the  twelfth  edition  of  the  Syflema  Nature  of  Linnaeus^  the  fpecles  of 
>owls  amount  to  no  more  than  twelve.  Such  however  have  been  the  rapid 
advances  of  ornithology  fince  that  period,  that  the  number  of  fpecles  at  pre- 
.lent  known  is  not  far  fhort  of  fifty. 

Of  all  the  fpecles  the  prefent  is  perhaps  the  largeft;  being  not  far  inferior 
•to  an  eagle.  Its  general  colour  is  rufous  or  ferruginous,  beautifully  varied  with 
larger  and  fmaller  fpots  and  markings  of  brown,  black,  and  cinereous ; to- 
gether with  innumerable  freckles  or  minute  fpecklings  of  the  fame  colours.  It 
is  alfo  found  of  a deeper  or  lighter  hue,  according  to  various  circumflances 
of  age  and  health.  The  irides  are  of  a bright  reddifii-orange : the  beak 
black : the  claws  are  alfo  black,  and  extremely  large,  ftrong,  and  crooked : 
the  legs  are  feathered  to  the  claws  themfelves. 

In  England  this  fpecles  is  but  rarely  feen  : it  is  however  fometimes  founds 
.and  frequents  woody  and  rocky  places.  In  France,  Germany,  and  many  other 
parts  of  Europe  it  is  not  uncommon.  It  preys  on  rabbits,  birds,  and  various 
.animals. 

It  is  needlefs  to  dbfervc  that  owls  in  general  are  regarded  in  mofl  coun- 
tries as  birds  of  ill  omen,  and  fiiperflitioufly  confidered  as  melTengers  of  woe. 
This  apppears  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  new  world  as  well  as  the  old,  fince  the 
Americans  hold  the  fame  opinion.  The  Athenians  alone  amongfl;  the  ancients, 
feem  to  have  been  free  from  this  popular  prejudice,  and  to  have  regarded 
the  ovvd  with  veneration  rather  than  abhorrence ; confidering  it  as  the  favorite 
bird  of  Minerva.  The  fpecies  thus  venerated,  was  the  fame  which  we  have 
juil  defcribed:  it  was  probably  extremely  common  in  the  adjacent  regions,  as 
it  alfo  is  at  this  day. 
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It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  two  or  three  of  the  very  large 
horned  owls  which  nearly  refemble  this  fpecies  in  lize  and  general  proportion,  , 
have  been  confidered  by  fome  authors  rather  as  varieties  than  as  really  dif- 
tin6l,  though  differing  widely  in  colour  j for  inftance  the  Strix  Scandiaca  of 
Linn^us,  which  is  found  in  the  northern  parts  of  Sweden,  and  which  is  to- 
tally white  j and  the  Strix  Virginiana  of  Linnasus,  found  in  North  America,  ^ 
which  differs  in  having  the  breaft  and  belly  white, ^ with  innumerable  traufverfe; 
bars  of  brown  or  blackifh... 
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CERTHIA  SENEGALENSIS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  arcuatum^  tenue,  fubtrlgonum,  acutum. 

Lingua  acuta. 

Peues  ambulatorii. 

Lin,  Syft,  Nat,  p,  184. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &:c. 

Certhia  nigro-violacea,  alis  caudaque  fufcis,  vertice  gulaque  viridi-aiireis, 
pe6lore  coccineo  viridi -aureo  undulato. 

Certhia  nigro-violacea,  vertice  gulaque  viridi-aureis,  pedtore  coccineo. 

Lin.  Syji,  Nat,  p,  186, 


Certhia  Senegalenfis  violacea. 
Certhia  Senegalenfis. 


Brifs,  av,  3.  p,  660.  n,  29.  /.  34.  f,  2. 

Lath,  Ind,  Orn,  p,  284. 


TT^Gregie  diftinguit  hanc  aviculam  color  iplendidus  et  varius.  Collum  pof- 
ticum  cum  laterum  parte  fuperiore,  abdominis  inferiore,  aterrimum  efl 
et  quafi  holofericum.  * Al^  caudaque  fufca  tinguntur  leviter  fub- ferrugineo. 
Vertex  capitis  aureo- viridis,  quo  nihil  concipi  poffit  fulgentius.  Guttur  con- 
color infra  mandibulam  inferiorem  lucet  colore  minus  faturo.  Uterque  roftri 
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angulus  maculam  habet  oblongam  nigram.  Pe6lus  et  abdominis  pars  fuperior 
coloris  funt  fplendidifiime  phoeniceh  ftriis  numerofis  tranfverfis  c^ruleo- viridibus 
undulati ; quod  oritur  a coloribus  mixtis  pennarum,  quae  bafi  nigricant,  medio 
aureo-virides,  apicibus  phceniceis,  Roftrum  modice  curvatum,  acutum,  nigrum. 
Pedes  quoque  nigri.  Senegalam  incolit  hsec  avicula,  moaftratque  eam  figura 
magnitudine  naturali. 


No.  III. 


T II  E 


4 


( ) 


THE  SENEGAL  CREEPER. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  flender,  incurvated,  fharp-pointed. 

N osTRiLS  generally  fmall. 

Tongue  in  lliape  various,  in  fome  lliarp-pointed,  in  others  ciliated,  in  others 
tubular. 

T OES  placed  three  before  and  one  behind  i back  toe  large ; claws  hooked 
and  long. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Violet-black  Creeper,  with  brown  wings  and  tail,  crown  and  throat  gold- 
green,  bread:  fcarlet,  with  gold-green  undulations.. 

Senegal  creeper. 

Lath,  SynopJ,  i,  p.  709. 

Le  Souis-manga  violet  a poitrine  rouge. 

Buff.  oij.  5.  p.  500. 


\ 


This  bird  is  highly  difllnguifhed  by  the  variety  and  fplendor  of  its  colours. 

The  back  of  the  neck,  the  upper  part  of  the  fides,  and  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen  are  of  a deep  velvet-black : the  wings  and  tail  brown,  with  a 
flight  call  of  ferruginous  : the  upper  part  of  the  head  of  the  moft  fplendid 
golden-green  that  can  be  conceived  : the  throat  the  fame,  but  on  the  part 
immediately  beneath  the  lower  mandible  fomewhat  more  obfcure  than  on  the 

fides. 
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fides.  x\t  each  corner  of  the  beak  Is  an  oblong  patch  of  black.  The  bread 
and  upper  part  of  the  belly  are  of  the  ixioft  vivid  crimfon,  undulated  tranf- 
verfely  with  numerous  blueiih-green  ftreaks  : this  undulated  appearance  on  the 
bread  is  owing  to  the  feathers  being  tipped  with  crimfon,  while  the  middle 
is  green-gold,  and  the  bafe  nearly  black.  The  beak  is  moderately  curved, 
fharp  and  black  : the  legs  are  alfo  black.  It  is  a native  of  Senegal.  The 
figure  reprefents  it  of  its  natural  fize. 


S 2 


r R o- 


( iiZ  ) 


TROCHILUS  ORNATUS. 


CPIARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  fubulato -filiforme  apice  tubulato,  capite  longius : Pvlandibula  fupe- 
rior  vaginans  inferiorem. 

Lingua  filiformis,  filis  duobus  coalitis  tubulofa. 

Pedes  ambulatorii, 

IJ^,  Syft.  Nat,  p.  189, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Trochilus  redliroftris  fufcus,  crifla  rufa,  gula  viridi-aurea,  pennis  colli  utrin- 
que  elongatis. 

Trochilus  ornatus. 

Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  p,  318. 
Gmel,  Syft.  Nat.  p.  497. 


TRochilorum  genus,  minutifilmum,  pulcherrimum,  nitidiffimum,  in  America 
folummodo  nafcitur  ; calidiori  praecipue,  perpauca  enim  funt  in  contra- 
rium exempla.  Vividum  illis  efl;  ingenium,  miraque  alarum  pernicitas  j tanta 
praeterea  colorum  fulgentifiimorum  corufcatio,  ut  dignior  fit  qu^  cum  metal- 
lorum politiflimorum,  gemmarumque  pretiofifiimarum  nitore,  potius  quam  cum 
aliarum  avium  fplendidifiimo  veftitu  pofiit  comparari : nec  enim  fapphirin^  cedit 
aut  fmaragdin^  luci,  aut  aureo  chryfolithi  fplendori. 
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Cavendum  tamen  eft  putemus  lautum  hunc  ornatum  univerfo  generi  com- 
rnuneiTi : ftint  enim  nonnullae  fpecics  tantum  non  obfcur^U;,  virore  quodam  fub- 
aureo  fu fco -purpureas  alas  dorfumque  leviter  perfufe.  Cum  numerofinimum 

I 

fit  genusj  quo  facilius  diftinguantur  fpecies,  viftim  eft  illud  in  duas  divifioncs 
difponere,  quas  fcilicet  vocarunt  phyfici  curviroftres  et  re5lirofires.  In  pofteriore 
militat  fpecies  quam  ja-m  defcnpfimus.  Rariffima  eft,  Cayenamque  inhabitat. 


Magnitudine  trochilum  qui  coluhris  dicitur  fere  icquat,  provinciis  nuperrime 
foederatis  notiftimum ; coloribus  autem  longe  differt.  Corporis  enim  fuperiora 
aureo-viridia,  inferiora,  excepta  gula,  fubfufca.  Abdominis  ima  parte  gradatim 
albicante.  Erigitur  crifta  magna,  paululum  comprefta,  l^ute  ferrugineo-rubra, 
qiiafi  e ferico  molliffimo  confedta.  Alarum  remiges  caudaque  cupreo-fufea. 
Uropygium  albet.  Utrinque  a collo  extant  torquis  more  pennae  plures  long:o 
rubro-ferrugineas,  fingulae  apice  expanfo  terminatte  aureo-viridi,  quas  dicitur  avis 
vel  erigere  vel  deprimere  pofte  ad  libitum.  Gula  aureo- viret,  interdum  tamen 
in  fufeum  verficolor.  Roftrum  pedefque  nigricant. 
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TFIE  RUFF-NECKED  HUMMING-BIRD. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  Hender  and  weak ; in  fome  ftralt,  in  others  incui*vated. 

Nostrils  minute. 

Tongue  very  long,  formed  of  two  conjoined  cylindric  tubes  i miiTiIe^ 
Toes  three  forward,  one  backward. 

Tail  confifling  of  ten  feathers. 

Pennants 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Strait-billed  brown  Humming-Bird,  with  ferruginous  creft,  gold-green  throat, 
and  elongated  neck-feathers  on  each  fide. 

Tufted- necked  Elumming-bird, 

Lath.  Synops.  p. 

L’Oifeau-mouche,  dit  le  Hupecol  de  Cayenne. 

PL  EnL  640.  3. 


The  brilliant  and  lively  race  of  Humming-Birds,  fo  remarkable  at  once 
for  their  beautiful  colours  and  diminutive  iize,  are  the  peculiar  natives 
of  the  American  continent,  and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  principally  found 
in  the  hotted  parts  of  America.  Their  vivacity,  fwiftnefs,  and  fingular  ap^ 
pearance  unite  in  rendering  them  the  admiration  of  mankind ; while  their 
colours  are  fo  radiant,  that  it  is  not  by  comparing  them  with  the  analogous 
hues  of  other  birds  that  we  are  enabled  to  explain  with  propriety  their  peculiar 
appearance,  but  by  the  more  exalted  brilliancy  of  polilhed  metals  and  precious 
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flones  : the  ruby,  the  garnet,  the  fapphire,  the  emerald,  the  topaz,  and  poll- 

fhed  gold  being  confidered  as  the  mod  proper  objedls  of  elucidation. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  imagined  that  all  the  fpecies  of  humming-birds 
are  thus  decorated:  fome  are  even  obfcure  in  their  colours,  and  inflead  of 

the  prevailing  fplendor  of  the  major  part  of  the  genus,  exhibit  only  a faint 
appearance  of  a golden-green  tinge,  flightly  diffufed  over  the  brovrn  or  purplilli 
colour  of  the  back  and  wings.  The  genus  is  of  a very  great  extent,  and 
in  order  that  the  fpecies  may  with  greater  readinefs  be  diflinguifned,  it  has 
been  found  neceflary  to  divide  them  into  two  fedlions,  viz.  the  curve-billed  and 
the  ftrait-billed.  ' It  is  under  the  latter  of  thefe  divifions  that  we  muft  rank 

the  ipecies  here  reprefented,  which  is  one  of  the  rarefc  of  the  whole  tribe,  and 
is  a native  of  Cayenne. 

In  fize  it  is  nearly  equal  to  the  Trochilus  Colubris,  or  common  red-throated 
humming-bird,  fo  often  feen  in  the  united  Britifh  flates,  but  its  colours  are 
far  different.  The  upper  parts  of  the  body  are  green-gold:  the  under  parts, 
except  the  throat,  are  brownifli,  gradually  becoming  white  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  : the  head  is  ornamented  with  a large  upright,  and  fomewhat  compreffed 
crefl,  of  a delicate  filky  appearance,  and  of  the  richefl  ferniginous  or  reddiHi 
colour.  The  long  wing-feathers  and  tail  are  of  a coppery  brown : the  rump 
white.  On  each  fide  the  neck  are  fituated  feveral  long  feathers  flanding  out 
in  the  manner  of  a ruff,  which  give  a mofl  fingularly  beautiful  afpeft  to  this 
fpecies : thefe  feathers  are  of  a reddifh  brown,  each  terminated  by  a golden- 
green  expanded  tip,  and  the  bird  is  laid  to  have  the  power  of  raifing  or  de- 
preffing  them  at  pleafure.  The  throat  is  golden-green,  which,  in  particular 
lights,  changes  into  brown  : the  bill  and  legs  are  blackifh. 


PHOE^ 
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PHOENICOPTERUS  RUBER. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Rostrum  denudatum,  infradbo-incurvatum,  denticulatum. 

Nares  lineares. 

Pedes  palmati,  tetradadlyli. 

Lin,  Syjl,  Nat.  230. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Phoenicopteriis  ruber,  remigibiis 
Phcenicopterus. 


liigrls. 

Lin.  Syfi.  Nat.  f.  2.3  o. 

Bell,  av,  299.  Gejn,  av.  688. 

Aldr,  orn,  f,  319.  Will,  orn.  360.  t.  60. 


S'*  I fas  fit  putemus  Naturam  decorum  illum  partium  confenfum  congruentiam- 
* que,  quibus  pleraque  gaudent  animalia,  confuko  praeterire,  hoc  certe  Phoe- 
nicoptero accidit,  cujus  collum  et  crura  enormi  adeo  et  monftrofa  funt  longi- 
tudine ut  promptum  habilemque  avis  geftum  et  inceifum  aliquatenus  impedire 
videantur.  Quo  magis  hsec  incommoda  augeantur, ' roftrum  ipfum  quafi  vi 
aliqua  curvatum  et  diffradlum  videtur,  mandibulis  a medio  fubito  defcenden- 
tibus  i unde  fit  ut  caput  fere  retro  at  terram  inter  pafcendum  convertere,  et 
velut  a latere  cibum  capere  cogatur. 
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Coloris  autem  eximia  elegantia  avi  plenae  et  adcltce  formae  inconcinnitatem 
coinpenfat.  Color  generalis  eft  rofeo-coccineus,  in  aliquibus  corporis  partibus 
fere  in  albedinem  tranfiens  : eft  etiam  ub*  ob  aetatem,  feu  alias  quafcunque  caa- 
fas,  nonnullis  in  locis  albedo  fere  dominatur.  Remiges,  feu  pennae  alarum  lon- 
giores, funt  femper  aterrimae,  et  ob  infignem  a csteris  coloribus  difcrepantian.':, 
mirum  afferunt  huic  avi  ornamentum.  Roftrum  rubro-fufcefcens,  apice  nigro. 
Crura  pedefque  fanguinei. 


Phoenicopterus  anfere  non  multo  minor  eft. 
in  formam  coni,  feu  colliculi,  adeo  levati,  ut 
et  extenfis  illi  infideat. 


Nidum  dicitur  ex  luto  effingere 

O 

cruribus  utrinqiie  dependentibus 


Afric^e  eft  indigena,  fed  et  in  Europae  regionibus  calidioribus  advena 
infrequens  confpicitur.  Varias  edam  Americae  partes  inhabitat  Phcenicopte 


rus. 
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THE  FLAMINGO. 

GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  thick,  large,  bending  in  the  middle  as  if  broken,  edges  of  the  upper 
mandible  toothed,  of  the  lower  tranfverfely  falcated.. 

Nostrils  linear. 

Feet  palmated,  four-toed. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

CrimXon  Flamingo  with  the  long^  wing-featkers  black. 

Flamingo. 

Rail  Synops.  p,  190.  i. 

Sloan.  Jam.  p.  321.  17. 

Carol.-  I.  pi.  73.  74. 
Lath.  Synops.  3.  p.  299* 


IF  ever  Nature  may  be  faid  to  have  violated  the  general  rules  of  pro- 
portion by  which  moll  animals  are  fo  gracefully  diftinguiihed,  it  muft  be 
in  the  Flamingo ; the  neck  and  legs  of  which  are  fo  enormoufly  and  even 
awkwardly  long,  that  they  feem  to  fubje6l  the  bird  to  fome  inconvenience 
and  conftraint  in  its  manner  of  walking  and  fitting.  To  add  to  thefe  ap- 
parent difadvantages  the  beak  is  fo  eonftrudled  as  to  appear  as  if  bent  or 
broken  by  fome  accidental  violence  j the  mandibles  curving  fuddenly  downwards 
from  the  middle.  From  this  circumftance,  the  bird  when  feeding,  is  obliged 


to 


( ) 

to  turn  its  head  almoft  with  the  back  towards  the  ground,  and  to  take  its 
food  in  a lateral  diredlion. 

But  the  fuperior  elegance  of  its  plumage,  when  in  a (late  of  perfedion, 

makes  ample  amends  for  the  extravagance  of  its  Hiape.  The  general  colour 

of  the  bird  is  rofeate  crimfon,  or  rather  fcariet,  which  foftens  in  fome  parts 
almofl  into  white  j and  indeed  the  bird  is  fo  much  fubjed  to  vary  from  age 
and  other  circumftances,  that  it  is  frequently  feen  with  the  white  almoft  the 
predominating  colour  in  fome  parts  of  the  body.  The  long  feathers  of  the 
wings  are  always  of  a deep  black,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the 
bird,  by  the  contrail  it  forms  to  the  reft  of  the  plumage.  The  beak  is  reddiili- 
brown,  with  a black  tip  : the  legs  and  feet  red. 

The  Flamingo  is  not  much  inferior  in  fize  to  a goofe.  It  is  ftiid  to  build 

its  neft  of  mud,  in  the  form  of  a hillock,  and  of  fiich  a height  as  to  admit 
of  its  fitting  upon  it  with  its  legs  hanging  down  on  each  fide  at  full  length. 

It  is  a native  of  Africa,  but  is  not  unfreqiiently  feen  as  an  occahonal  vilitant 
in  many  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe.  It  is  alfo  a native  of  the  Weft 
Indies, 


T !2 
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CAPRIMULGUS  MAXIMUS. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Rostrum  modice  incurvum,  minimum,  fubulatum,  bafi  deprelTum. 

Vibrissae  ad  os  ferie  ciliari. 

R. ICTUS  anipliffimus. 

Lingua  acuta,  integerrima. 

Lin.  Syjl.  Nat.  p.  ii8. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Caprimulgus  grifeo-gilvus,  fufco  nigroque  irroratus. 


Caprimulgus  grandis. 

Caprimulgus  Brafilienfis  major  navius. 
Ibijau,  Caprimulgus  Americanus. 
Caprimulgus  grandis. 


Gmel.  Syfi.  Nat.  i.  p.  1029. 
Br^s.  1.  p.  485.  70.  7. 

Rail  Syn.  p.  27.  2. 
Lath,  Ind.  Of-n.  p.  583. 


HUIC  generi  peculiare  eft  roflrum  minimum,  ridlu  oris  ampliffimo,  retro- 
que  longe  ultra  ipfas  mandibulas  protenfo ; unde  fit  ut  os  latifTime 
apertum,  deforme  omnino,  et  monftrofum  videatur.  Hanc  ipfam  tamen  con- 
formationem hujufmodi  avibus,  noftu  tantum  evolantibus,  ad  cibum  commodius 
arripiendum  benevole  dedit  natura : majora  enim  infedta,  phalaenas  nempe  et 
fcarabseos  praedantur,  queis  facilius  captandis  infervit  oris  amplitudo. 

Cha- 
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Chara(51:enbus  plerifque  extei'nis  Caprimulgus  Hirundini  eft  fimillimus ; ideo- 
que  a quibufdam  phyficis  in  ifto  genere  dilponitur : nec  fane  quid  vetat  quin 
inter  hirundines  apte  fatis  polTit  numerari  : immo  Linnaius  ipfe  obfervat  genus 
Caprimulgi  ab  Hirundine  differre  uti  phalsena  a papilione,  aut  ftrix  a falcone. 

Inter  omnes  hujus  generis  aves  Ipecies  jam  depicla  eft  longe  maxima.  Cay- 
anam  in  America  Auftrali  incolit,  et  magnitudine  cedit  paulum  Falconi  ButeonL 
Color  ejus  eft  pallide  ochraceus,  feu  pallide  gilvus,  pundlis  maculifque  innu- 
ineris  fufeis  variatus.  Remiges  feu  penn^  alarum  longiores,  cum  cauda,  fafeiis 
tranfverfis  albidis  fufcifque  notantur.  Crura  funt  brevia,  et  ad  ipfos  fere  pedes 
plumulis  veftita. 

Caprimulgi,  ut  plurimum,  funt  aves  folltari^.  Nomen  Caprimulgus  huic  ge^ 
neri  datum  eft,  quoniam  fpeciem  communem  Europaeam  caprarum  et  ovium 
mammas  nodu  exfugere  vulgo  olim  crederetur. 


THE 
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THE  GREAT  GOATSUCKER. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  very  fhort,  hooked  at  the  end,  and  very  fllghtly  notched  near  the 
point. 

Nostrils  tubular,  and  a little  prominent. 

Mouth  extremely  wide,  the  edges  of  the  upper  mandible  furniilied  with 
ftiff  bridles. 

Tongue  fmall,  entire  at  the  end. 


SPECIFIC  C PI  A R A C T E R,  &:c. 

Cream-coloured  Goatfucker,  fpeckled  and  varied  with  black  and  brown. 
Grand  Goatfucker. 


Le  Grand  Ibijau. 


Lath.  Synopf,  p.  590. 
Buff,  oijl  6.  p.  541. 


TPI  E birds  of  this  genus  are  diftinguiflied  by  having  the  beak  very  final], 
while  the  ridtus  or  opening  of  the  mouth  runs  extremely  backwards  on 
each  fide,  fo  as  to  pafs  far  beyond  the  mandibles  rhemfelves.  In  confequence 
of  this  formation  the  mouth  appears  of  fo  immoderate  a fize,  as  to  be  almoft 
viewed  in  the  light  of  a deformity.  This  very  circumftance  however  is  the 
kind  provifion  of  nature  for  enabling  the  birds  of  this  genus  to  fupport  their 
cxiftence.  They  fly  only  by  night,  and  feed  on  the  larger  infedbs,  as  beetles, 
moths,  &c.  which  this  large  extent  of  mouth  enables  them  the  more  eafily  to 
obtain. 


In 
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In  moft  of  their  external  characSters  thefe  birds  are  very  nearly  allied  tO; 
the  fwaliow- tribe,  and  have  even  been  ranked  by  fome  natiiralifts  in  that  genus. 
In  fa6l  there  is  no  impropriety  in  regarding  them  as  a kind  of  nodturnal  fwallows ; 
and  Linn^us,,  in  the  Syftema  Naturse,  very  properly  obferves  that  they  are  as 
nearly  allied  to  fwallows  as  moths  are  to  butterflies,  or  as  owls  to  hawks. 

Of  all  the  birds  of  the  genus  Caprimulgus,  the  fpecies  here  reprefented  is 
by  far  the  largeft.  It  is  a native  of  Cayenne  in  South  America.  It  is  in 
fize  not  far  fhort  of  a buzzard.  The  colour  is  a dull  pale  ochre,,  or  cream- 
colour,  fpeckled  and  varied  with  innumerable  fpots  and  marks  of  brown.  The 
long-feathers  of  the  wings  and  tail  are  barred  with  brown  and  whitiih  : the 
less  are  fhort,  and  coated  almoft  to  the  toes  with  fmall  feathers. 

The  goatfuckers  in  general  are  folitary  birds.  The  name  Caprimulgus  or 
Goatfucker  was  given  to  this  genus  from  the  popular  fuperftition  of  the  com- 
mon Eui'opean  fpecies  being  fuppofed  to  fuck  the  teats  of  fheep  and  goats..  ' 
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PSITTACUS  ATROPURPUREUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  aduncum  : mandibula  fuperiore  mobili,  cera  inflruda^ 

Nares  in  roftri  bafi. 

Lingua  carnofa,  obtufa,  integra. 

Pedes  fcanforii. 

Lin.  Syjl.  Nat.  139. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pfittacus  macrourus  atropurpureus,  dorfo  alis  caudaque  faturate  holoferico- 
viridibus,  remigibus  prioribus  redricibufque  exterioribus  cyaneis. 

Pfittacus  Tabuenfis, 

Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  p.  88. 


T N T E R elegantiores  jure  pofTit  hic  numerari  quodquot  in  uberrima  illa 
^ pfittacorum  nutrice,  Nova  Hollandia  generantur.  Rodrum  pedefque  nigri- 
cant. Caput,  collum,  et  abdomen  magnifice  atro-purpurea.  Dorfum,  humeri, 
al«  caudaque  coloris  graminei  fatu  ratioris,  luperficie  qiiafi  holoferica.  Redrices 
-dus  intermedise  cseruleo  verficolori  leviter  tinguntur. 

JEquat  magnitudine  hsec  avis  pfittacum  Iplendidum  prius  in  hoc  opere  de- 
feriptum.  Cauda  longa  et  cuneata,  redricibiis  inequaliter  ad  latera  decrefeen-. 
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tibus.  Remiges  primores  reftricefque  duas  vel  tres  exteriores  coloris  funt 
cyanei. 

Alia  extat  pfittaci  fpecies  ? huic  noflr^e  valde  affinis,  quamque  Lathamius  in 
Synopfi  Avium  pro  varietate  tantum  proponit  ; coloribus  quamvis  differat  ^ 
quae  enim  huic  partes  atropurpure^e  funt,  in  illa  fplendidiffime  coccineae  : color 
prjeterea  viridis  longe  quam  huic  lucidior  t an  tamen  vere  fit  diftin6la  avis, 
feu  varietas  tantum,  ut  verum  fatear,  vix  aufim  pro  certo  affirmare. 
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THE  POMPADOUR  PARROT. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  hooked.  Upper  mandible  moveable. 

I 

Nostrils  round,  placed  in  the  bafe  of  the  bill. 

Tomoue  fleHiy,  broad,  blunt  at  the  end. 

Legs  fliort.  Toes  formed  for  climbing;  viz.  two  toes  forward  and  twd 
backward. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  See. 

Long-tailed  dark-crimfon  Parrot,  with  the  back  and  wings  velvet-green, 
tips  of  the  wings  and  exterior  tail-feathers  deep-blue. 

Tab  nan  Parrot 

Lalb.  Synopf^  p.  214* 


Amongst  the  beautiful  rpecles  of  Parrots  fo  plentifully  difperfed  over 
the  ifland  of  new  Holland,  the  prefent  may  be  confidered  as  one  of 
the  mod:  elegant.  The  beak  and  legs  are  black ifh ; the  head,  neck,  bread 
and  belly  of  the  richeft  and  deeped  atropurpurean,  or  dark  crimfon : the 
back,  flioulders,  and  tail,  deep  grafs- green,  with  a rich  filky  or  velvet- 
like furface : the  two  middle  feathers  of  the  tail  are  flightly  clouded  with  a 
varying  cad  of  blue,  and  the  two  or  three  exterior  ones  incline  drongly  to 
this  colour.  The  long  feathers  of  the  wings  are  alfo  blue.  The  tail  is  of 

great 
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great  length,  and  ciineiforiT},  or  with  the  feathers  unequally  fhortcning  at  the 
Tides. 

There  is  a fpecles  of  parrot  extremely  nearly  allied  to  this,  tho’  differing 
confiderably  in  colour,  being  of  the  brighteft  and  moil  vivid  fcarlet  in  all 
thofe  parts  which  in  the  prefent  bird  are  purple.  The  green  alfo  is  of  a 
very  different  appearance,  and  of  a much  brighter  cafl. 

Mr.  Latham  defcribes  it  as  a mere  variety  of  the  prefent  fpecles : indeed 
it  is  not  eafy  to  determine  v/idi  abfolute  certainty  whether  it  be  really  dif- 
tind  or  a variety  only. 
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PINGUINARIA  PATACHONICA. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  re6lum,  apice  fiibinciirvato, 

Nares  lineares. 

Lingua  retrorfum  aculeata. 

Al/e  ad  volandum  ineptiu. 

Penn^e  minutilTimas. 

Pedes  compedes. 


CHxLRACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pinguinaria  fufco-cinerea,  plumbeo  irrorata,  fubtus  alba,  capite  nigricante, 
fafcia  utrinque  colli  longitudinali  flava. 


Aptenodytes  Patachonica. 

Manchot  de  la  Nouvelle  Guinee. 


Lath.  Ind.  Orn,  p.  878. 
Son,  voy.  p,  179.  t,  113, 


OUadrupedum  nonnullae  funt  fpecies  ita  formats,  ut  animalibus  diverfi 
^ penitus  generis  fimillimas  videantur.  Iftiufmodi  eft  Manis,  quam,  fi 

quis  exteram  tantum  figuram  infpiciat,  inter  lacertas  numerandam  elTe  pu- 
taret, vel  faltem  inter  quadrupedes  mammatos,  ut  dicuntur,  et  lacertas  vin- 
culum elTe. 


Animal 


FraGUra'AJRIA  . 


TM3E 
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Animal  Jerboa  didlum  geftus  motufque  habet  avi  fimiles ; communiter  enim, 
more  avis,  pedibus  tantum  poflerioribus  quiefeit,  cum  pedes  antici  adeo  breves 
fint,  ut  iis  folummodo  ad  arripiendum  cibum  utatur.  Eodem  fere  modo  in 
Kanguroo  fe  res  habet,  nec  non  in  duobus  vel  tribus  aliis  ejufdem  generis  ani- 
malibus. 

Vefpertilio  quoque  alterum  et  mirum  eft  exemplum  quadrupedis  anomxali,  et 
avis  more  volantis.  In  clafle  cetaria  fenfim  qiiafi  decrefeit  figura  generalis 
quadrupedis  in  exteram  formam  pifeis  ; in  Ipecie  prtecipue  Trochechi  Manatus 
nominata. 

Inter  ipfas  denique  aves  non  defunt  exempla  aliqua  formae  primo  intuitu 
dubiae  et  incertre,  animalibufque  diverfae  omnino  indolis  et  naturte  obfcurte  en- 
et indiftindlae  limilitudinis.  Hujufmodi  funt  Pinguinariae,  queis  al^ 
adeo  funt  breves,  ad  volandum  prorfus  inutiles,  pennis  praeterea  parvulis  et 
ambiguis  obfitse,  (fintne  enim  fquams  an  pennse  primo  pene  dubitum  efr,)  ut 
ad  ipforum  pifeium  fimilitudinem  videantur  quodammodo  accedere  : nullo  enim 
alio  geftu  libere  et  commode  uti  poflunt  nifi  natandi  et  fubmergendi  ; cuin 
vero  in  ficco  progredi  tentant,  vacillante  valde  et  incerto  motu  feruntur,  et 
turbatte,  ftatim  titubantes  decidunt. 

Omnium  hujus  generis  avium  Ijaecies  in  tabula  longe  eil  maxima,  coloref- 
que  habet  prae  ceteris  nitidos  et  elegantes.  Roftrum  illi  nigrum  efb,  apice 
flavefeente,  bafique  maxillte  inferioris  crocea.  Caput,  cum  gula,  collique  parte 
poftica,  efi:  atro-fufeum.  In  collo  utrinque  fafeia  longitudinalis  ilaviflima  con- 
fpicitur.  Caetera  avis  a parte  fnperiore  eft  cinerea,  fingiilis  pennis  apice  creru- 
iefeente  terminatis,  ita  ut  primo  intuitu  velut  maculata  appareat.  Tota  pars 
corporis  inferior  alba  efl  : crura  pedefque  nigra.  Eximia  ha:C  fpecies  mundi 
Antarflici  eft  incola,  et  praecipue  prope  T^erram  dei  Fuego  confpicitur.  In  Lin- 
nrei  fyftemate  fruftra  quaeritur. 


Notandum 


i 


( 145  ) 

Notandum  eft,  fpecies  duas  hujus  generis,  quas  folas  defcripfit  Linnaeus, 
quamvis  ad  rigidam  fui  fyftematis  normam,  (quantum  attinet  nempe  ad  pedes 
er  roftra)  recde  difponantur  ; in  ceteris  tamen  ita  diffimiles  eiJe  congeneribus, 
ut  vix  pofiint  cum  iis  apte  fociari  j cumque  in  fyftemate  Linnseanb  nullum  his 
avibus  genus  peculiare  tributum  fit,  me  nomine  gencrico  (Finguinaria  fcilicet) 
illas  non  dubitafle  diftingiiere. 


■ ^ 
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T FI  E PATAGONIAN  PENGUIN. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  ftralt,  fllghtly  bent  at  the  tip. 

Nostrils  linear. 

Tongue  aculeated  backwards. 

Wings  ufelefs  for  flight. 

Feathers  extremely  fmall. 

Legs  placed  extremely  backwards. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Cinereous-brown  Penguin,  fpeckled  with  lead-colour,  white  beneath,  with 
blackifh  head,  and  a longitudinal  yellow  band  on  each  fide  the  neck, 

Patagonian  Penguin,- 

Lath,  Synops,  3.  p,  563.- 

Le  grand  Manchot. 

Buff,  CIS,  9.  p.  399.  pi,  3a. 


Amongst  quadrupeds  there  are  fome  particular  fpecies  which  in  point 
of  external  appearance,  feem  to  make  an  approach  to  creatures  of  a 
very  different  nature : thus  the  Manis  has  fo  much  the  appearance  and  make 
of  a lizard,  that  if  outward  form  alone  was  confidered,  it  might  be  looked 
upon  as  confli tu ting  the  connecting  link  between  the  proper  or  viviparous 
quadrupeds  and  lizards. 


The  Jerboa  has  the  ufual  aClions  and  attitudes  of  a bird  ^ {landing  generally 
on  its  hind  legs,  and  only  making  ufe  of  the  fore-feet  occafionally  to  hold 
its  food.  The  fame  is  the  cafe  with  the  Kanguroo,  and  with  two  or  three 
other  fpecies  of  the  fame  genus.  The  Bat  may  alfo  be  adduced  as  an  ex- 
ample of  a quadruped  of  an  anomalous  nature,  and  pofTeffed  of  the  power 

of 
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of  flight.  The  whole  Cetaceous  tribe  affords  a flriking  inflancc  of  the  gradual 
declenuon  of  the  quadruped  form,  till  in  the  Manati  it  very  nearly  ap- 
proaches to  that  of  a very  different  clafs  of  beings. 

Even  amongft  birds  there  are  not  wanting  inflances  of  the  fame  fort  of  in- 
dhlinfl  alliance  to  animals  of  an  entirely  oppofite  cafl ; the  penguins,  as  they 
are  called,  being  furnifhed  with  v/ings  fo  very  fliort,  covered  with  fmall  fea- 
thers fo  much  refembiing  fcales,  and  fo  perfedly  ufelefs  for  flight,  that  they 
feem  approximated  in  fome  degree  to  fifli : and  are  capable  of  exerciflng  with 
eafe  and  expedition  no  other  adlions  but  thofe  of  fwimming  and  diving  r flnce 
wEen  they  attempt  to  walk,  they  can  merely  fbagger  along  in  an  awkward 
and  unfleady  mann.er,  and  if  difhurbed,  are  liable  to  flumble  and  fall. 

Of  all  the  fpecies  of  this  curious  aflbrtment  of  birds,  that  which  is  here 
figured  is  the  largefl:  ^ it  is  alfo  the  rnofl:  elegant  in  its  colours.  The  bill 
is  black,  with  a yellowifh  tip  ; but  the  bafe  of  the  lower  miandible  is  orange- 
colour.  The  head,  throat,  and  hind  part  of  the  neck  are  blacklfh-brown  : 
on  each  fide  the  neck  is  a longitudinal  ftripe  of  bright  yellow  : the  remainder 
of  the  bird,  on  the  upper  part,  is  of  a deep  afli-colour,  moft  of  the  feathers 
being  tipped  with  blueifli,  fo  as  to  give  the  bird  a i]Deckled  appearance.  The 
whole  under  part  is  wdiite:  the  legs  black.  This  curious  fepcies  is  a native 
of  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  and  is  principally  found  about  Falkland  Iflands. 
It  is  a ijxcies  w'hich  docs  not  occur  in  the  works  of  Linnteus. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  ob ferve,,  that  the  only  twm  fpecies  of  Penguin 
mentioned  by  Linn^us,  tho’  placed  in  genera  to  which  they  may  be  allowed  to 
belong,  according  to  the  ftrid  principles  of  his  mode  of  arrangement  from  the 
ftrudlure  of  the  bills  and  feet,  are  yet  fo  unfortunately  flationed  as  to  be  to- 
tally difaflbeiated  by  almofl;  every  other  charadter,  from  the  birds  with  w^hich 
he  has  conjoined  them.  As  there  exiflis  in  the  Linn^ean  Syitem  no  name  for 
this  fet  of  birds,  confidered  as  a feparate  genus,  I have^  prefumed  to  give  the 
generic  title  of  Pinguinaria. 
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MOSCHUS  DELICATULUS. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S- 

CoRNL^A  nulla. 

Dentes  Laniarii  fupeiiores  folltarii^  exfertL 

Mn.. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICU  S, 

Mofchiis  fufco-ferrugineusj  fupra  maculis  albis  notatus» 

Cervula  Surinameniis  fubrubra^  albis,  m.aculis  notata? 

SeL  Mus.  1./71,  /„.44^, 


Moscho  Brafillenli^  quem  defcripfit  celeberrimus  Pennantus^  tanta  ellc 
videtur  cum  hoc  noftro  fimilitiido  et  affinitas,  ut  non  omnino  pro  certo 
aufim  affirmiare  an  Ipecies  iit  h^c  revera  diftindla,  an  illius  junior  et  parvula, 
varietas.  Pennanti  Brafilienfis  squalis  eil  magnitudine  Cervo  Capreolo,  cum 
ipecimen  ipfiffimum  quod  depinximus  vix  Mofcho  Pygmaso  majus  fit ; cum 
quo'  etiam  congruit  forma  dentium  5 habens  nempe  incifores  duos  medios  in  . 
maxilla  inferiore  iatiffimos  et  maximos,  quibus  utrinque  adjacent  dentes  tres 
parvi  et  angufti.  Caret  etiam,  ut  et  Mofchus  pygm^us,  dentibus  laniariis  ex- 
fertis,  qui  in  eo  qui  communis  Jeu  Mojchiferu^  dicitur,  infignes  funt  ad  notam, 
difcriminis» 


No.  IIL 
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Color  eft  ferrugineo-fufcus  faturatior,  maculis  ovatis  albis  pulchre  denfeque 
diftindlus.  Corporis  inferiora  pallidiora ; caput  parvum ; cauda  modica ; crura 
gracilia,  jaclatque  totum  animal  peculiarem  quandam  elegantiam  et  concinni- 
tatem. Non  modo  magnitudine  et  coloribus,  fed  forma  et  facie  convenit  huic 
cum  animali  a Seba  depidto,  nomine  Cervuli  Surinamenfis  Juhruhri^  alhis  maculis 
notatu 

Americas  Auftralis  partes  calidiores  incolere  creditur,  pr^  caeteris  Brafiliamo 
Praeftat  celeritate,  locaque  montofa  et  faxofa  prascipue  amat 
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THE  SMALL  SPOTTED  MUSK. 


GENERIC  CEIARACTER. 

e 

Two  long  TUSKS  in  tKe  upper  jaw« 

Eight  fmall  cutting  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw^  none  in  the  upper. 

PemanL 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER. 
Ferruginous-brown  Mulk  fpotted  above  with  white. 


animal  with  which  this  fpecies  feems  to  have  the  greateft  affinity- 
is  the  Brafilian  Muflc  of  Mr.  Pennant,  and  it  is  not  impoffible  that 
it  may  be  a variety  of  the  fame  fpecies  in  a much  younger  Rate.  The 
Brafilian  Mufk  being  defcribed  by  Mr.  Pennant  as  of  the  hze  of  a roe-buck, 
whereas  the  individual  Ipecimen  here  reprefented  is  fcarce  larger  than  the  Mof- 
chus  pygmseus,  or  Guinea  Muik.  * It  alfo  exadlly  refembles  that  fpecies  in  the 
form  and  difpofition  of  the  teeth,  the  two  middle  incifores  in  the  lower  jaw 
being  extremely  broad  and  large,  and  on  each  fide  of  thele  are  fituated  three 
fmall  and  {lender  teeth.  Like  the  Mofchus  pygmseus  it  is  alfo  deftitute  of 
tufks,  or  exferted  dentes  laniarii,  which  form  fo  conipicuous  a feature  in  the 
large  or  common  Muik. 

The  colour  of  this  little  animal  is  a very  fine  deep  ferruginous  brown, 
thickly  and  beautifully  marked  and  fpotted  with  ibmewhat  oval  patches  of 

white., 
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v/hlte.  The  under  part  of  the  body  is  fomewhat  paler  than  the  upper  : the 
head  is  rather  fmall ; the  tail  of  moderate  length  ; the  legs  flender,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  whole  animal  peculiarly  elegant  and  delicate. 

It  feems  to  agree  in  fize  as  well  as  in  colour  and  general  appearance,  with, 
the  Ipecies  reprefented  by  Seba,  under  the  title  of  Cervula  Surinamenfis  fub- 
rubra,  albis  maculis  notata.  It  is  believed  to  be  a native  of  South  America, 
and  of  Brazil  in  particular. 

It  is  faid  to  be  an  animal  of  extreme  agility  and  fwiftnefs  y and  to  be  found 
chiefly  in  rocky  and  mountainous  fituations. 
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MUSEUM  L E V E R I A N U M. 

No.  IV. 


VULTUR  ANGOLENSIS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  re6ti]m,  apice  aduncum. 

Caput  (plcrifque)  impenne,  antice  nuda  cute. 

Lingua  bifida. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS 


Vultur  albus^  orbitis  nudis  incarnatis^  remigibiis 
Falco  Angolenfis, 


bafique  caiids  nigris. 

Lath.  Ind,  Orn,  p,  7. 


Gmel.  Syjl,  i.  A 252. 


13 et  pulchrior  haec  fpecies  plerifque  vulturini  generis.  Eadem 
fere  ei  magnitudo  ac  anati  anferi  Linnaeb  forma  autem  gracilior.  Rof- 
trum  albicat.  Cutis  nuda  ad  roftri  bafin  lubcserulea.  Irides  melinae,  cin{51;is 

oculis  cute  implumi  carnei  coloris.  Cum  reliquis  plerifoue  conwneribus  caput 
No.  IV.  Y Vit 
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fit  denudatum^  huic  pennis  contegitur.  Tota  avis  albet,  exceptis  remiglbus 
tedricibufque  majoribus  feu  fecundarils,  nec  non  caud^  bafx  nigrantibus,  qus 
tamen  albo  terminantur.  Crura  pallida. 

In  Angola  innafeitur  pulchra  hsec  Ipecies,  primum  a celeberrimo  Pennanto 
defcripta.  Reliquis  plerifque  vulturibus  alacri  ingenio  dicitur  antecellere. 


f 
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THE  ANGOLA  VULTURE. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  flrair,  hooked  at  the  tip, 

I 

Head  commonly  bare  of  feathers^  with  a naked  Ikin  in  front 
Tongue  bifid. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

White  Vulture,  with  naked  fiedi- coloured  orbits,  the  longer  wing-feathers 
and  bafe  of  the  tail  black. 

Angola  Vulture. 

Pennanfs  Pour  in  Wales ^ voL  i.  228,  t 19. 
Lath,  Synopf.  i,  p.  18. 


r^l^ElE  very  rare  fpecies  of  Vulture  here  reprefented,  is  poITeiTed  of  a dc- 
A gree  of  elegance  not  often  feen  in  this  voracious  trihec,  In  fize  it  is 
not  far  inferior  to  a goofe,  but  is  of  a more  (lender  make.  The  bill  is  of  a 
pale  or  whitifh  colour ; the  cere,  or  bare  (Idn  at  the  bafe,  blueilli ; the  irides 
fbraw-coloured,  and  the  eyes  are  furrounded  by  a bare  fleili- coloured  ikin. 
The  head  is  not  naked,  as  in  rnofc  other  vultures,  but  clothed  with  feathers. 
The  whole  bird  is  white,  except  the  larger  wing-feathers,  or  remiges,  which 

Y 2 are 
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Ere  bkck.  The  bafe,  or  lower  part  of  the  tail,  is  alfo  black  i but  both  that 
and  the  wings  are  tipped  with  wliitCa  The  kgs  are  of  a pale  colour. 

This  curious  Ipecies  is  a native  of  Angola^  and  was  firft  defcribed  by 
Mr.  Pennant:  it  is  faid  to  be  of  a more  lively  and  aftive  difpoGtion  than 
moil,  other  vultures. 
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CUCULUS  CUPREUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERIC  US. 

Rostrum  teretiufculum. 

Nares  margine  prominuise. 

Lingua  fagittata,  plana,  integra. 

Pedes  fcanforiL 

Lln,  Syft.  Nat.  p.  168^ 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS. 


Cuculus  aiireo-cupreus,  abdomine  femoribufque 


De  patria  avis  pulcherrimas  jam  primo  defcriptae  nihil  adhuc  pro  certo 
compertum.  Africanam  tamen  pene  auiim  pronunciare  ob  fummarn 

affinitatem  qu^  ei  eile  videtur  cum  aliis  nonnullis  ejiifdem  generis  Africam  in-- 
colentibus. 

Mole  alaudam  communem  fere  aequat,  corpore  longiori  et  ekgantlori.  Tota 
ffiperne  contegitor  plumis  nitidiffime  cupreis  et  verficoloribos  i fplendore  nempe, 
vai-iata  luce,  partim  aureolo,  partim  quafi  seneo  et  rubriori.  Pennte  rotundatie, 
ita  difpofit^  font  ut  fquamis  non  fint  abhmiks.  Venter  femoraque  Narciffi 

I on- 
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Jonquilte  Linn^i  flavedine  obduda,  Cauda  leviter  cuneata,  rcftricibus  nempe 
exterioribus  duabus  intermediis  gradatim  contradioribus,  notatifque  ima  et  altera 
ad  apicem  macula  alba  triangula,  Roftrum  pedefque  nigrant., 

Si  totam  avem  ipedes  uno  intuitu,  affinem  quodammodo  putes  Cuculo  au^ 
rato.  Ab  eo  tamen  valde  differt  coloribus,  caudaque  longiorL 


THE 
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THE  CUPREOUS  CUCKOW. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER.  ' 

Bill  fomewhat  bending. 

Nostrils  bounded  by  a fnaall  rim* 

Tongue  fbort,  pointed* 

Feet  fcanforiaL 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER. 

Copper-coloured  Cuckow^  with  a glofs  of  gold ; the  abdomen  and  thighs 
yellow* 


The  very  elegant  bird  figured  on  the  prefent  plate  is  a fpecies  never 
before  defcribed : its  native  country  is  not  certainly  known ; it  is,  how- 
ever, moft  probably,  an  African  bird,  and  is  pretty  nearly  allied  to  fome  other 

/ 

African  fpecies  of  this  genus* 

In  fize  it  is  almoil  equal  to  a lark,  but  is  of  a longer  and  more  delicate 
form*  It  is  remarkable  for  the  beautiful  loft  re  and  changeable  appearance  of 
its  plumage,  which,  on  the  whole  upper  furface  of  the  bird,  is  of  a bright 
copper-colour,  with  a metallic  fplendor,  varying  according  to  the  diredion  of 
the  light  into  a much  brighter  or  more  golden  call  in  fome  parts,  and  into 

a muck 


a mucli  ftronger  and  redder  Gopper-colour  in  others.  The  feathers  are  of  a 
rounded  fliape,  and,  from  their  difpofition  on  the  bird,  have  an  appearance 
refembling  fcales.  The  belly  and  thighs  are  of  a beautiful  jonquil-yellow. 
The  tail  is  flightly  cuneiform,  or  with  the  fide-feathers  fliortening  a little  gra- 
dually from  the  middle  ones.  One  or  tv/o  of  the  exterior  tail-feathers  on 
each  hde  are  alfo  marked  at  the  extremity  with  a triangular  fpot  of  white. 
The  beak  and  legs  are  black. 

In  general  fhape  and  appearance  this  bird  is  fomewhat  allied  to  the  Cuculus 
auratus,  or  Gilded  Cuckow,  but  differs  much  in  its  colours,  and  in  having 
a longer  tail  in  proportion. 


VIVERRA 


( 


i 


11  K IR'IKJ^  IL C HEI  m llim'  , T JTI IB  I C M'  1M3E  HJ  M O'W 


C tfc'i  ) 


VIVERRA  i C H N E V’  M O N» 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS, 

Dentes  Primores  fcx  : intermediis  brevioribus. 

Molares  pliires  quam  tres. 

Lingua  recrorfum  facpe  acuieatao 
Ungues  exferti. 

Lin,  Syjl,  Naf..  6jr 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Viverra  cauda  e bafi  incraflata  fenfim  attenuata^  pollicibus  rematlufculis. 

Lin,  Syjl,  Nat,  p.  63. 

Ichneumon. 

Gejn,  Sluadr,  568» 

Ichneumon^  f.  Vulpecula  Zeilanlca, 

Seh,  Mus,  I,  p„  66«  /^  41./. 


Ichneumonem  tradiderunt  veteres  crocodilo  effe  inimiciffimumj  ovaquc  ejus 
diligentiffime  exquirere.  Non  miror  eum  ova  ad  comedendum  expetere  ^ 
vix  tanaen  credam  alia  quavis  de  caufa  ipfi  crocodilo  pr<£cipue  infenfum. 

Colebant  eum  antiqui  iEgyptii  quod  e domibus  mures^  forices,  aliaque  id 
generis  animalia  expulerit : cum  enim  in  eorum  latebras  corpus  gracile  infi- 
nuando  inde  ea  poffet  exturbare^  adjunxit  plus  quam  feliricU  audacise  peritiam 
No.  IV*  Z VivsTTi^ 


C ) 

Kroerr^  Furonis,  S^vit  in  ferpentes  hoilill  odio.  His  de  caufis  ^11  fk-pe 

folet  Ichneumon  ab  /Egypti  incoiisj  nee  non  Oriends  aliquibus  populis.  Cito 

manfuefeie  i nec  offendit  immunditiis. 

\ 

Magnitudine  vix  cedit  feli.  Singuli  pili  ferrugineo  grifeoque  alternatim  cre- 
broque  annulati.  Caput  gracile,  roflro  acuto  et  elongato.  Oculi  flammeum 
rubentes.  Aures  breves  et  rotundatae.  Cauda  bafln  villofiilima,  inde  fenfim 
ad  extremum  decrefeens.  Dentes  acutifTimi.  Ungues  validi. 

Repit  non  raro  Ichneumon  humi,  more  fere  ferpentis,  et  de  fubito  infilit  in 
piasdam.  Flagrat  acerrimo  odio  iii  felemi  eamque  femper  aggreditur,  et|  ut 
plurimum^  de  bellat, 


THE 


THE  ICHNEUMON,  or 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Six  cutting  teeth,  two  canine  teeth^  in  each  jaw. 

Sharp  nofe  : (lender  body. 

Five  toes  before : five  behind. 

Pennants 


I N D I A K W E A S E L, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Weafel  with  tail  thick  at  the  bafe^ 


and  from  thence  gradually  tapering/ 


The  Indian  Ichneumon, 
La  Mangoufte, 


Edw.  fL  199,. 
Buff,  13.  150.  ff,  19« 


H E Ichneumon  is  one  of  thofe  animals  which  were  well  known  to  the 
-i-  ancients,  and  has  been  particularly  celebrated  for  its  fuppofed  antipathy 
to  the  crocodile,  of  which  it  is  faid  to  feck  the  eggs  wdth  great  diligence, 
and  devour  them.  Exclufive  however  of  its  addidion  to  the  eggs  as  an 
article  of -food,  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  bear  any  peculiar  animofity  to  that 
animal. 


Its  principal  value  amongfl  the  antient  Egyptians  arofe  from  its 
fulnefs  in  clearing  the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants  from  rats,  mice, 


great  ufe« 
and  other 


( 1^4  ) 

vermins  which  it  puriiies  with  ftill  greater  ardor  and  dexterity  than  the  cat, 
and  is  enabled^  fi'om  the  form  of  his  body,  to  wind  into  the  cavities  iaha-^ 
bited  by  thofe  creatures  in  the  manner  of  a ferret.  It  is  alfo  a fevere  enemy 
to  flakes,  which  it  never  faiis  to  deftroy.  In  confequence  of  this  faculty  of 
deffroying  vermin,  it  is  frequently  domefticated  in  Egyp4  as  well  as  in  many 
parts  of  the  eaftern  regions. 

It  is  am  animal  of  great  cleanllnefs,  and  is  eafily  tamed.  Its  general  fize 
IS  fcarce  inferior  to  that  of  a cat.  Its  colour  is  a fort  of  ferruginous  grey, 
each'  hair  being  marked  with  feveral  alternate  circles  of  thofe  colours.  The 
head  is  of  a ilender  fonx!,  and  tlie  fnout  long  and  fliarp : the  eyes  of  a 
bright  fire-colour  : the  ears  fhorr  and  rounded  : the  tail  very  thick  of  hair  at 
the  bafe^..  and  from  thence  gradually  tapering.,  to  the  extremity.  The  teeth  are 
■extremely  iharp^.  and;  the  elaws>  ftrong. 

It  frequently  creeps  along,  orr  its  belly,  with-  a kind'  of  ferpentine  motion^ 
md'  iuddenly  .Iprings  cm  its-  prey.  It  is  am  enemy  to  the  cat,  whick  it  if 
generally  fault  to  conquer  and.^  dbftroy.- 
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V TTHOW. 
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CUCULUS  REGIUS. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Rostrum  teretiufculum. 

Nares  margine  prominute^  \ 

Lingua  fagittata,  plana^  integra^ 

Pedes  fcanforii. 

£m.  SjJI,  Nat. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS. 

Cuculus  ? nigro-ca^rulefcens,  remigibus  phoeniceis^  roftra  rubro  fuper  froB^ 
tcm  fiavo>  occipite  purpureo» 


OU  O D evitandam^  quantum  fieri  pofllt,  cenfeam-  novorum-  generum  infli- 
tutionem,  ex  qua  fepe  oriuntur  error  et  confuiio^  magnificam  hanc  avenn 
nomine  tabulcC  infcripto  deiignavi.  Fatendum  fane  eft  non  rnodo  hanc  fed 
et  Cuculum  Perfam  Linn^i^  cui  allinis  videtur^  a reliquo  genere  fejungi,  et 
in  diftindo  et  libi  proprio  debere  numerari^.  roftris  tin»  corporis 

iiabitu'  ab’  aJiis  differant. 


Inter 


( ) 


Inter  aves  rarlffimas  habenda  efl:  fpecles  de  qua  jam  agitur.  Tota  capite 
remigibufque  exceptis,  fplendide  nigrat  cyaoeo  perfufa.  Roilriim  fuivum,  feu 
rubefcens  ; qua  parce  fuper  frontem  afiiirgit,  leviter  melinum.  Utrinque  a 
bah  mandibularum  ftria  alba  retro  paululum  excurrit.  Vertex  capitis  occiput- 
que  atro-purpurea.  Remiges  eximie  phcenicei.  Crura  fuica,  Africam  interi- 
orem,  incolit  Cuculus  regius. 


THE 


( } 


THE  ROYAL  C U C K O W. 


GENERIC  C n A R A C T E R. 

Bill  fomev/hat  bending. 

Nostrils  bounded  by  a fmall  riip^ 

Tongue  ihort^  pointed. 

Feet  fcanforiaL 


SPECIFIC  C H A R A C T E Ro. 

Black  Cuckow  ? with  a giofs  of  blue  % crimfon  remiges  i reel  beak  yellow 
on  the  front  , back  of  the  head  purple. 


IT  is  merely  from  a wiih  to  avoid  the  ccnfufion  arifing  from  the  inftitutioi^ 
of  new  genera  without  abfolute  neceffity^.  that  the  magnificent  bird  here 
reprefented  is  called  by  the  title  expreifed  on  the  plate.  In  fadl^  not  only 
this  bird,  but  the  Cuculus  Perfa  of  Linn^us,  (with  which  it  feems  to  have  a 
confiderable  affinity,)  ought  to  be  feparated  from  the  genus  Cuculus,  and  ar- 
ranged in  a diilind:  one  i their  beaks  and  whole  habit  differing  from  the  reib 
Lhe  cuckow  tribe. 

The 


( i68  5 

The  fpecies  here  figured  is  extremely  rare.  The  whotc  bird,  except  the 
head  and  remiges,  is  of  a deep  black,  with  a rich  call:  of  glofTy  blue.  The 
beak  is  of  a pale  fulvous  red  i the  upper  part,  which  rifes  over  the  fore« 
head,  is  of  a pale  ftraw-coloun  From  the  hinder  part  of  the  mandibles  on 
each  fide  proceeds  a ftreak  of  white,  running  backwards  to  a fmall  diftance. 
The  upper  and  back  part  of  the  head  are  of  a deep  crimfon  or  purple.  The 
remiges,  or  long  wing-feathers,  are  of  the  rieheil:  and  fulleft  crimfon  or  car- 
mine-colour, The  legs  brown,  It  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  interior  parts  of 
Africa. 


SIMIA 
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THE  FOX^TAIJLI])  MOHKEY 


SIMIA  PITHECIA 


'j'.iEdivard.f  delhtscidp- 
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SIMIA  PITHECIA. 


CHARACTER  GEN  ERIC  US. 

Dentes  Primores  utrinque  quatuor^  approximati/ 

Laniarii  folitarii,  longiores,  hinc  remoti. 

Molares  obtufi. 

Lin,  Sijl,  NaL  f*  34, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Simia  caudata  imberbis,  vellere  nigro  apice  albo,  cauda  nigra  villofiUima. 

Lin,  Sift,  Nat,  p,  40* 

Cercopithecus  pilis  nigris  apice  albo  veftitus,  cauda  pilis  longiffimis. 

BriJJ,  ^adr,  195, 


Simia  Pithecia, 


Schrehr  Saeugth  t,  p,  125.  t,  32, 


Ab  aliis  fui  generis  facile  dignofcitur  Simia  Pithecia,  cauda  pilis  longifTi- 
mis  denfilTime  hirfuta.  Guianam  incolit  in  America  Auftrali.  Coloris 
efb,  ut  plurimum,  fufco-nigricantis,  interdum  fubferrugineum  aliquid  retinentis. 
In  nonnullis  etiam  pilorum  extremitates  aibefcunt.  Facies  crine  feu  lanugine 
albicante  immutabiliter  tedba  efl:,  barbaque  cingitur  paulo  promiffiore  quam  efl 
'pilus  quo  vultus  obducitur.  Albida  funt  inferiora  corporis*  Magnitudo  hujus 
fimi^  eft  quail  felis  domeilicas  majoris* 

No,  IV*  A a T H E 


( 17°  ) 


THE  FOX-TAILED  MONKEt. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

I 

Front  Teeth  in  each  jaw  4,  placed  near  together. 

Canine  Teeth  folitary^  longer  than  the  others,  diftant  from  the  remaining 
teeth  or  grinders. 

Grinders  obtufe. 


.SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

BlackiiE-brown  Monkey,  with  the  tips  of  the  hairs  whidfli  > the  tail  ex- 
tremely full  of  hair. 

Le  Saki. 

Buff,  15.  88.  jfL  12. 


Fox-tailed  Monkey. 


Tennant,  Hiji,  ^ladr,  p,  207. 


^1^  HIS  fpecles  of  Monkey  is  dlftinguiflied  from  all  the  reft  of  Its  genus 
X by  the  iinufual  appearance  of  its  tail,  which  is  thickly  coated  with  hair  of 
extraordinary  length.  It  is  a native  of  Guiana  in  South  America. 

The  general  colour  of  this  fpecics  is  a deep  brown,  which  is  fometimes’  ac- 
companied with  a ferruginous  tinge  ^ and  in  fome  the  tips  of  all  the  hairs  are 
whitifh.  The  face  is  always  coated  v/ith  white  downy  hair,  and  is  furrounded 
by  a fort  of  beard,  of  fomewhat  longer  hairs  than  thofe  on  the  face.  The 
under  parts  of  the  body  incline  to  whitifh.  The  claws  on  all  the  feet  are 
fharp.  It  is  about  the  fize  of  a large  cat. 


VIVERRA 
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VIVERRA  MEPHITICA. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

i J * 

Dentes  Primores  fex : intermediis  brevioribus. 

Molares  plures  quam  tres. 

Lingua  retrorfum  fepe  aculeata. 

Ungues  exferti. 

Lin.  Svjf.  Nat.  6j. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Viverra  nigro-caftanea,  dorfo  albo,  cauda  villofiffima. 

Viverra  Mephitis. 

GmeL  Syfi,  Nat.  p.  83. 


IN  America  Septentrionali  generatur  qu^  in  tabula  depingitur  Viverrae  Ipe- 
cies.  Amat  prsecipue  fylvas ; aliquando  tamen,  more  putorii  Europaei,  in 
domos  irrepit  et  ilrageim  infert  gallinis.  Huic  quoque  eadem  fere  magnitudo 
eft  ac  putorio,  cum  modica  quadam  pulchritudine.  Color  imus  eximie  fer- 
rugineo-nigricat,  dorfo  fafcia  feu  fafciis  albis  longitudinalibus  notato.  Cauda 
longa  et  villofiflima  fere  tota  albet.  More  reliqui  generis  aves  quadrupedef- 
que  minores  praedatur,  ovaque  avidiffime  devorat.  Acuti  funt  dentes  unguefque 
validi. 


A a 2 


Mirus 
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Mirus  efl:  fe  defendendi  modus,  qui  dubitari  prorfus  polTet,  ni  teflarentur 
de  co  homines  fide  digniffimi.  Si  enim  fubito  irritetur,  aut  in  periculo  fit  a 
venatoribus,  effluvia  illico  emittit  dire  odeo  olentia,  ut  aera  longe  lateque  in- 
fando foetore  inquinet  et  corrumpat. 

At  vero  nifi  paulo  augeatur  veritas  ab  iis  qui  teterrimi  odoris  non  fine 
horrore  reminifcuntur,  cedit  huic  longe  quicquid  prreterea  in  rerum  natura  foe- 
dum fit  et  putidum.  Pefiilentiffimo  hoc  halitu  repulfi  canes  prjedam  longius 

/ 

perfequi  recufant,  hominefque  in  fugam  vertuntur.  Quod  fi  vel  minima  par- 
ticula humoris  odiofi  infaufte  in  venatorem  inciderit,  offendiculo  flatim  fit  om- 

T 

nibus,  nec  in  hominum  focietatem  recipi  poffit  donec  veftes  exuerit,  iterum 
iterumque  eluendas,  totumque  corpus  creberrima  purgatione  luflraverit. 

Dicitur  Viverra  mephitica  cicur  interdum  et  manfueta  in  domibus  Ameri- 
canis nutriri ; quod  fi  fiat,  praecipue  cavendum  videtur,  (ut  redte  obfervavit 
folertiffimus  quidam  phyficus,)  ne  injuria  aliqua  provocetur  ad  ultionem.  No- 
tandum prseterea  vaporem  peflilentem  emittere  non  huic  foli  fpeciei  proprium 
et  peculiare  effe,  fed  inefie  minorem  hujufmodi  vim  et  aliis  paucis  Americam 
incolentibus* 


T H E 


f 


( 173  ) 


THE  MEPHITIC  WEASEL,  or  CHINCHE. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Six  cutting  teeth,  two  canine  teeth,  in  each  jaw. 

Sharp  nofe : flender  body. 

Five  toes  before:  five  behind. 

Pennant. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 
Blackifh-brown  Weafel  with  white  back,  and  extremely  villous  tail. 


Le  Chinche, 
Skunk. 


Buff.  13.  p.  294.  pi  39. 
Pennant.  Hift.  ^adr.  p.  343. 


The  animal  here  reprefented  is  a native  of  North  America,  where  it  re- 
fides  principally  in  woods,  but  fometimes,  like  the  common  polecat, 
flrays  into  houfes,  and  commits  depredations  amongft:  poultry.  It  alfo  refembles 
the  polecat  in  fize,  but  its  appearance  is  far  miore  elegant , and  indeed  it  pof- 
fefles  no  inconfiderable  fhare  of  beauty ; its  general  colour  being  a very  fine 
blackiih-brown,  varied  on  the  back  with  one  or  more  longitudinal  bands  of 
white.  The  tail,  which  is  very  long  and  bulhy,  is  alfo  nearly  white.  Like 
others  of  this  genus,  it  preys  on  birds  and  the  fmaller  quadrupeds.  It  is 
alfo  fond  of  eggs,  which  it  greedily  devours.  It  is  armed  with  fharp  teeth, 
and  its  claws  are  of  confiderable  ftrengih. 


The 
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The  principal  mode  of  defence  which  Nature  has  beftowed  on  this  animal 
is  of  a natrn'e  fo  extraordinary,  that  w^re  it  not  allerted  by  perfons  of 
moft  unqucflionable  credit,  it  would  feem  entirely  apocryphal. 


Vvdien  fuddenly  irritated,  or  v/hen  purfued,  and  in  danger  of  being  taken, 
it  polTefles  the  faculty  of  fuddenly  emitting  effluvia  fo  powerfully  offenfive  as 
£0  taint  tlie  air  to  an  almofl;  incredible  dillance. 

If  the  dcfcriptions  given  of  this  odious  vapour  are  not  aggravated  by  the 
abhorrent  recolledlion  of  thofe  who  have  experienced  its  effedls,  every  other  ill 
fmell  which  nature  can  produce,  is  furpaffed  by  the  overpowering  fetor  of  this 
extraordinary  quadruped.  In  confequence  of  this  horrible  emanation  the  dogs 
relinquifh  their  purfuit,  and  men  are  obliged  to  fly  with  precipitation  from  the 
tainted  Ipot : but  if  unfortunately  the  lead  drop  of  the  liquid  which  it  com- 
monly difcharges  at  this  particular  jun6lure,  fhould  happen  to  light  on  the 
clothes  of  the  hunter,  he  becomes  a general  nuifance  wfflerever  he  appears, 
and  is  obliged  to  diveft  himfelf  of  his  drefs,  and  pradtice  all  the  arts  of  ab- 
lution, in  order  to  be  reftored  to  the  fociety  of  mankind. 

To  add  to  the  hiflory  of  thefe  drange  circumdances,  it  is  affirmed  that  the 
animal  is  fometimes  tamed  by  the  Americans,  and  rendered  domedic ; but, 
furely,  (as  an  eminent  zoologid  has  well  obferved,)  if  this  be  ever  really  prac- 
tifed,  the  creature  ought  to  be  treated  with  the  highed  attention,  led  it  fhould 
at  any  time  be  provoked  to  exert  its  extraordinary  faculty.  It  fhould  be 
added  that  this  pedilential  vapour  is  not  abfolutely  peculiar  to  the  prefent 

fpecies,  but  is  exerted  in  a fomewhat  inferior  degree  by  two  or  three  others 

of  its  genus,  which  are  alfo  natives  of  the  American  continent» 
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TROGON  LEVERIANUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  capite  brevius,  cultratum,  aduncum,  margine  mandibularum  fer- 
ratum . 

Pedes  fcanforii, 

Lin,  Syft.  Nat,  p,  167. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS. 

Trogon  violaceus  viridi-aureo  nitens,  alis  nigris,  abdomine  albo,  remigibus 
tribus  exterioribus  nigris  apice  albis. 


Non  plene  et  in  omnibus  congruit  formofiffima  hsec  avis  cum  ulla  Tro- 
gonis  fpecie  adhuc  defcripta.  Trogoni  tamen  violaceo  Lathami  quam 
reliquis  fimilior  eft,  nec  impolBbile  puto  quin  illius  fit  varietas ; ni  fortaffe  fexu 
tantum  differat. 

Roitrurn  plumibeo-nigricat,  verfus  apicem  albefcens.  Caput,  collum,  pedtus, 
egregie  et  faturatirn  violaceo-cyanea.  Al^  nigr^E.  Remigum  latus  exterius 
margine  albo  notatur,  unde  fit,  ut  alis  claufis,  lineae  multse  concolores  ducantur. 
Dorfum  cyaneo- viride  fubaureum  fplendet.  Tedlrices  caudae  fuperiores  quafi 
fericae,  perviridi-caeruleo  lucidiffim^.  Cauda  ipfa  nigrans,  ut  tamen  paululum 

virefcat. 
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virefcat,  e reftricibus  conflat  apicem  fere  quadratis^  feu  quafi  fubtruncatis^ 
termediis  duabus  ad  extremum  aterrimis.  Redrices  tres  utrinque  exteriores 
gradatim  breviores  nigrant^  lateribus  apicibufque  oblique  albo  terminatis,  ut  de» 
monflrat  tabula.  Abdomen  album  fubgilvo  leviffime  perfufum.  Crura  pedefque 
nigrant. 

America  Auftralis  eft  incola  Trogon  Leverianiis  j et  cum  reliquis  plerifque 
congeneribus  in  Cayena  pr^cipue  cernitur.  Magnitudine  Trogonem  violaceum 
asquat» 


The 
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THE  LEVERIAN  TROGON. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  Ihort^,  thick,  convex,  generally  dentated  on  the  edges. 
Nostrils  covered  with  ftilF  briflles. 

Feet  fcanforial. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER. 

Violaceous  Trogon  with  a glofs  of  green-gold;  v/ings  black;  abdomen 
white ; the  three  exterior  tail-feathers  black  with  white  tips. 


A HI  S moil  elegant  bird  does  not  perfedtly  agree  with  any  Ipecies  of 
Trogon  hitherto  defcribed.  It  however  approaches  more  nearly  to  the 
Trogon  violaceus,  or  Violet-headed  Curucui  of  Mr.  Latham,  than  to  any  other 
fpecies ; and  it  is  not  impolTible  that  it  may  be  either  a variety,  or  a fexuai 
difference  of  that  bird. 

The  beak  is  of  a dark  lead-colour,  growing  much  lighter  or  whitifli  towards 
the  tip  : the  head,  neck,  and  breaft,  are  of  a very  fine  and  deep  violet-blue : 
the  wings  black;  the  long-feathers  or  remiges  edged  on  the  exterior  fide  with 
white,  forming  feveral  longitudinal  ftreaks  of  that  colour  when  the  wings  are 
clofed.  The  back  is  of  a deep  blueifh  green,  with  a flight  golden  tinge. 
No.  IV.  B b The 
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The  upper  tail-coverts  filky,  and  of  a very  deep  lucid  blue-green.  The  tail 
itfelf  black,  with  a cad  of  green ; the  feathers  of  a fquarilh,  or  fubtruncated 
form,  and  the  middle  ones  flightly  tipped  with  very  deep  black.  The  three 
exterior  feathers  on  each  fide  gradually  Ihorten,  and  are  black,  obliquely  edged 
and  tipped  with  white,  as  reprefented  in  the  figure.  The  abdomen  is  white, 
with  an  extremely  flight  tinge  of  reddifh  or  buff.  The  legs  and  feet  are 
black. 

It  is  a South  American  bird,  and,  like  mod  others  of  its  genus,  is  found 
in  Cayenne.  Its  fize  is  equal  to  that  of  the  Trogon  violaceus. 
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CERVUS  CAPREOLUS. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Cornua  folida,  tenera^  corio  hirto  teda  apiceque  crefcentia^  denudata^  an- 
nua. ’ ' 

Dentes  Primores  inferiores  o6lo. 

Laniarii  nulli  (interdum  folitarii  fuperius.) 

Lirii  Syjl\  Nat.  p,  92» 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 


Cervus  cornibus  ramofis  teretibus  eredis  : fummitate  bifida. 


Cervus  cornibus  teretibus  eredis^ 
Capreolus. 


Lin,  Syft,  Nat.  f.  94, 
Brifs.  regn.  an,  p,  89.  n,  5. 
Gejn,  ^adr,  p*  324*  lO^S. 


C'^iEP^VUS  Capreolus,  Europasorum  minimus,  difliinguitur  cornubus  tit  plu- 
rimum  trifurcis,  raro  paucas  uncias  longitudine  fuperantibus.  Forma 
pulchra  et  eleganti,  eo  noftratibus  gratior  eft,  quod  nOn  advena  fit  et  exoti- 
cus, fed  indigena  et  quafi  autodlion;  in  hunc  ufque  diem  in  nonnullis  Scotiae 
montibus  ferus  et  juxta  naturam  degens. 


B b 2 


Color 
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Color  ei  fufco-cinereus,  ferrugineo  leviter  perfufus.  Corporis  inferiora  longe 
pallidiora  fere  albicant.  Facies  prope  oculos  et  fuper  roftrum  nigricat.  An- 
teit pernicitate  Capreolus  reliquos  plerofque  congeneres. 

Ingenio  timidiffinao,  segerrime  cicur  evadit:  nec  gregatim  incedit,  ut  folet 
magna  pars  cervini  generis,  fed  parvulis  tantum  eft  feledis  manipulis,  fsepif- 
fime  e mare,  femina,  et  hinnuleis  conflantibus. 


THE 
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THE  ROEBUCK. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Horns  upright,  folid,  branched,  annually  deciduous. 

Eight  cutting  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw i none  in  the  upper. 

Pennants 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 

Deer  with  fmallifh  upright  rough  trifurcated  horns. 
Roe. 


Le  ChevreuiL 


Pennant,  ^adr,  p,  ic8. 
Buff,  6,  p,  289.  pL  22.  23. 


f^l^HE  Roebuck  is  the  fmallefl  of  the  European  Deer,  and  is  diftinguifhed 
by  its  fhort  and  generally  trifurcated  horns,  which  feldom  exceed  the 
length  of  a fev/  inches.  It  is  not  only  pleafing  in  its  general  appearance, 
but  becomes  more  peculiarly  interefling  from  its  being  a native  of  our  own 
illand;  and  is  ftill  found  in  its  natural  or  v/ild  ftate  in  fome  parts  of  Scot- 
land, 


Its 


( 182) 

Its  colour  is  a cinereous  brown,  with  a (lightly  ferruginous  caft;  the  lower 
parts  of  the  body  being  much  paler  or  whitilh.  The  face  on  the  parts  near 
the  eyes,  and  the  muzzle  are  blackifli.  This  fpecies  is  remarkable  for  its  ex- 
treme fwiftnefs,  in  which  refped  it  furpaifes  mod  of  its  congeners, 

* 

It  is  of  an  extremely  wild  and  timid  difpofition.'  Roebucks  feldom  alTo- 
elate  in  large  groups  or  herds  like  many  others  of  the  deer  kind,  but  in  very 
final!  detached  parties  1 commonly  confiding  of  only  the  male,  female,  and 
young. 
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PSITTACUS  RODOCEP  HALUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  aduncum  : mandibula  fuperiore  m.obili  j cera  inftrudla. 

Nares  in  roftri  bafi. 

Lingua  carnofa,  obtufa^  integra. 

Pedes  fcanforii. 

Lin,  Syfl,  Nat,  139. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pfittacus  macrourus  viridis,  capite  rubro  caeruleo  obdudo,  gula  nigra,  tor- 
que nigro  et  pallide  viridi, 

Ffittacus  Ginginianus.  i?.  Lath,  Ind,  Orn,  f,  100^ 

Pfittacus  Erythrocephalus.  Bengalenfis. 

Gmel,  Syji,  Nat,  i,  p,  325, 


INTER  hunc  et  varietates  aliquot  minores  Pfrttaci  Alexandri  feu  torquati 
tanta  eft  fimilitudo,  ut  iis  potius  annumerandus  videatur  quam  ut  fpecies 
diverfa  defcribi.  Speciem  tamen  revera  diftindam  habuerunt  tum  Buffonus 
tum  Lathamus, 

Mandibula  fuperior  aurantia  eft,  inferior  nigricans.  Frons  gen^que  egregie 
rofea  : color  autem  rofeus  in  reliquo  capite  gradatim  fatifcit,  donec  a c^ruleo 

molli 
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molli  et  eleganti  vincatur,  lautas  illi  floridasque  farinas  fimillimo,  quae  in  pruno 
Aureliano  pr^cipue  cernitur. 

A bafi  mandibulse  inferioris  circa  collum  ducitur  torquis  anguftus  aterrimus, 
quem  ftatim  infra  excipit  alter  viroris  thalaffini  , qui  etiam  color  fuper  hume- 
ros et  uropygium  leviter  perfunditur.  Dorfum  alasque  pulchre  viridia.  Colium 
pedius  et  abdomen  flavo-virefcunt.  Super  humerum  utrumque  macula  parva 
oblonga  confpicitur  nitide  ferruginea.  Caud^  longs  reftrices  dus  intermedia 
csteris  multum  produdliores  cyanes  funt,  apicibus  albis.  Duae  hTs  proxims 
Cyanes  etiam  funt,  fed  apicibus  fubflavefcentibus.  " Reliquarum  latus  exterius 
csruleo-viride,  interius  flavo-pallens.  Crura  pedefque  grifeo-carnea.  In  India 
nafeitur  Pfittacus  rodocephalus. 


THE 


s 
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THE  R O S E - H E A D E D P A R R A K E E T. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  hooked.  Upper  mandible  moveable. 

Nostrils  round,  placed  in  the  bafe  of  the  bill. 

Tongue  flehiy,  broad,  blunt  at  the  end. 

Legs  fliort.  Toes  formed  for  climbing,  viz.  two  forward  and  two  back 
ward. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER, 

Long- tailed  green  Parrakeet,  with  deep  rofe-coloured  head  overcaft  with 
blue,  with  a narrow  collar  of  black  beneath  the  head. 

BIofTom-headed  Parrakeet,  Var.  A.  Rofe-headed  Ring  Parrakeet. 

Lath,  Synop,  i.  p.  239, 


TEIIS  beautiful  bird  in  its  general  appearance  hears  fo  near  a refemblancc 
to  fome  of  the  fmaller  varieties  of  the  Pfitcacus  Alexandri,  or  Ring 
Parrakeet,  that  it  might  almoft  be  confidered  as  rather  belonging  to  one  of 
thefe  than  as  Ipecifically  diftind.  It  is  however  regarded  as  a diftincl  fpecies 
both  by  the  Count  de  Buffon  ? and  Mr.  Latham.. 

The  upper  mandible  is  orange-coloured;  the  lower  blackifli : the  front  and 
cheeks  are  of  a fine  rofy  red ; which  colour  on  the  remainder  of  the  head 
No.  IV.  C c gradually 
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gradually  declines^  and  is  overcail:  by  a flrong  tinge  of  full,  yet  foftened  blue; 
which  perhaps  can  be  explained  by  nothing  fo  well  as  by  the  appearance  of 
that  beautiful  bloom  which  fliews  to  fo  much  advantage  on  the  furface  of  the 
Orleans  Plumb, 

From  the  bafe  of  the  lower  mandible,  round  the  neck  proceeds  a narrow 
collar  of  the  deepeft  blacky  immediately  beneath  which  is  a correlponding 
circle  of  fca-green.  A tinge  of  fea-green  is  alfo  obfervable  on  the  fioulders 
and  the  rump.  The  v/ings  and  back  are  of  a beautiful  green.  The  neck, 
bread:,  and  belly,  of  a fair  yellow-green.  On  each  fhoulder  is  a fmall  oblong 
patch  of  bright  ferruginous.  The  tail  is  long,  and  the  two  middle  feathers 
much  exceed  the  reft  in  length,  and  are  of  a fine  deep  blue,  with  white  tips : 
the  two  next  pair  are.  of  the  fame  colour,  with  pale-yellow  tips.  The  remain- 
ing tail-feathers  are  on  their  exterior  webs  of  a bkieilli  green,  and  on  their 
interior  ones  pale-yellow.  The  legs  and  feet  are  of  a greyiih  flefti-colour. 
This  fpecics  is  a native  of  India. 
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CANCROMA  COCHLEARIA. 


/ 

CHARACTER  GENERICUS, 

Rostrum  gibbofum : mandibula  fuperiore  cymbas  refupinatas  formai 

Lm,  Syft,  Nat,  p,  23  3 ^ 

■ fwmw  ■ P nmm  .n*-  ■ ■■  ipifii  mIi  r i ' ■ 

I 

CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS, 

Cancroma  dnerafcens,  ventre  riifo^  vertice  limulaque  cervicis  nigra. 

Lath,  Ind,  Orn,  p,  671» 

Cancroma  Cochlearia.  Lin, 

Cancroma  Cancrophaga  ? Lin^ 

Cochlearius. 

Brifs^  5.  p,  506,  Ii 


Singularis  huic  avi  roUrl  formatio,  quod  forfan  latius  pro  longitu-' 
dine  quam  alii  alicui  adhuc  cognitas ; mandibula  fuperiore  carinata,  feu  in 
prominentiam  longitudinalem  duda,  cymb^  inverfe  non  longe  abfimilem.  Co- 
lor primarius  plumbeo-casruleus,  pedore  pallidore,  abdomine  fufco-ferrugineo, 
m.agis  minufve  in  diverfis  fpeciminibus  faturato.  Roilrum  fufcum.  Frons  al- 
bet. Caput  crifta  nigra,  longa,  dependula  decoratur.  Aias  caudaque  brevia. 
Crura  valida  fufco-flavefcunt. 

C c 2 Varietas 
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Varietas  interdum  confpicitui^  quam  quafi  fpeciem  diftinfcam  defcripferunt 
nonnulli  phyfici^  licet  fortaffe  differat  lantum  coloribus,  aut  fexu,  aut  setate 
magis  minufve  provefta.  Hxc  corpus  fuperius  fufco-ferruginea  efl,  inferius 
albida : ad  cetera  priori  fimilis. 

Americam  Audralem  incolit  Cancroma  Cochlearia,  locaque  aquofa  frequentat, 
idditans  more  ardearum,  ranis,  pifcibiis,  reliquifque  id  genus  animalibus. 


TI-IE 
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THE  B O A T - B I L L. 


genp:ric  character. 

Bill  broad,  flat,  with  a keel  along  the  middle,  like  a boat  reverfed. 
Nostrils  Imall,  lodged  in  a furrow^ 

Toes  divided. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Cinereous  Boat-Bill  with  the  abdomen  rufous,  (fometimes  white,)  top  of  tiie 
head  and  crefcent  on  the  neck  blacks 

Boat- Bilk 

-v  Lath,  Synops,  5.,  p,  26..  /,  76. 

Boat-BilL 

Brown  illufi,  p,  92.  A 36^ 

Le  SavacoiL 

Buff,  7.  p,  443,  L 23. 


The  formation  of  the  beak  in  this  bird  is  flrikingly  fingular,  and  is  per- 
haps broader  in  proportion  to  its  length  than  in  any  other  known  birds 
the  upper  mandible  is  carinated,  or  furniflied  with  a riling  longitudinal  pro- 
minence, which  gives  it  an  appearance  not  ill  refembling  an  inverted  boat. 
The  general  colour  of  this  fpecies  is  a dull  bliieilh,  or  lead-colour;  paler  on 
the  bread;  the  abdomen  being  of  a ferruginous  brown,  more  or  lefs  deep  in 
different  fpecimens.  The  bill  is  duflcy:  the  forehead  white:  the  head  furniflied 

with 


% 
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with  a large  black  pendent  creft,  of  confiderable  length.  The  wings  and  tall 
are  lliort.  The  legs  ftrong,  and  of  a yellowifh  brown. 

Of  this  curious  bird  there  is  a variety^  which^  though  confidered  as  a diilinft 
ijDecies  by  feme  ornithologifts,  is  probably  owing  to  nothing  more  than  the 
natural  difference  of  colour,  arifing  either  from  the  more  or  lefs  advanced  age 
of  the  bird,  or  from  the  difference  between  the  male  and  female.  This  va- 
riety is  of  a ferruginous  colour  above,  and  whitifli  beneath : in  other  refpefts 
it  refembles  the  former. 

The  Boat- bill  is  a South  American  bird,  and  frequents  watery  places,  feed^ 
ing  nearly  in  the  manner  of  Herons,  on  fifh,  frogs,  &c. 
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LACEPvTA  CHAMELEON. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 


Corpus  tetrapodiim,  caudatum  nudum. 


Un.  Syft,  Nat,  f,  359, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS, 

Lacerta  cauda  tereti  brevi  incurva,  digitis  duobus  tribiifque  coadunatis. 

Lin,  Syfi,  Nat,  f.  364. 

Chamseleon. 

Aldr,  ^adr,  670» 

Chamaeleo, 

Rati  ^adr^ 

Chamxleon» 

Grcn,  Mus,  1,  p,  76, 


CHAMAELEONTI  miram  inelTe  facultatem,  colorem  pene  pro  arbitrio 
mutandi  agnoverunt  jamdiu  omnes  phyfici  ^ nec  fama  ell  aliquid  cele- 
br  atius.  Hoc  tamen  non  foil  chamaeleonti  contingit,  fed  et  aliis  multis  la- 

certis, quamvis  longe  circumfcriptior  illis  et  adductior  fit  hxc  poteflas. 

Color  chamaeleontis  generalis  efl  fub-casruleo-cinereus,  qui  interdum  in  vi- 
ridem, interdum  fubdavum,  maculis  rufis  inxqualiter  diftindlum  tranfit.  Haec 

colorum 
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Culorum  mutatio  clailirime  cernkur;,  cum  animal  ab  uno  latere  foli  expom- 
tiir : latus  enim  umbratum  plerumque  flavet,  maculis  magnis  rotundatis,  rufis^ 
variatum.  Sed  inverfo  fitu,  latus  quod  antea  erat  in  umbra  et  flavebat,  ma« 
culis  ferrugineis,  nunc  in  fufeum  mutatur,  dum  latus  oppofltum  flavum  rufo- 
maculatum  confpicitur.  Stepifllme  tamen  variant  hae  colorum  mutationes  et 
macularum  fleus. 

Dicitur  chamaeleontem  colorem  fuum  fubftanti^e  cui  imponitur  aflimilare  ^ 
quod  tametfi  verum  omnino  non  fit,  vero  tamen  eft  proximum cum  aflerunt 
Gallici  phy  fici  cham^leontem  linteo  albo  involutum,  poll  parvum  tempus  educ- 
tum, fere  album  apparuiffe.  Fefellit  tamen  illos  experimentum  fecundo 
iteratum. 

Pulmones  huic  animali  funt  maximi,  et  frequens  eft  illi  corpus  pro  arbitria 
inflandi  mos,  adeo  ut  plenum  et  pingue  diu  videatur  s aliis  temporibus,  fe 
contrahendi,  ut  ipfa  macie  confedum  crederes. 

Ad  haec  ufque  tempora  vulgo  creditur  Cham^leontem  nullo  alio  cibo  in- 
digere praeter  quem  ab  ^there  abforbeat,  aere  nempe  vefei.  Infedis  vero 
vitam  fiiftentat,  quibus  dolo  callido  infidiatur,  quaeque  linguas  fu^e,  (ut  picae 
eft  viridi,)  longiffime  et  ad  libitum  retradlae  apice  dilatato  et  tubulato  arripit,, 
et  incredibili  velocitate  in  ftomachum  ingurgitat.  Inediae  mimm  adeo  in  mo- 
dum eft  patiens,  ut  per  aliquot  menfes  fme  ullo  victu  duraverit  \ opinionem 
quas  vulgus  tenet  aliqua  ex  parte  comprobans. 

« 

Oculi  chamaeleontis  fimt  magni  et  globofi ; pars  autem  denudata  feu  con- 
fpicua,  eft  perexigua,  et  iride  conftat  aurea,  pupilla  nigricante:  oculifque  e 
contrario  direftis  poteft  ipe6tare  ^ uno  nempe  ad  cselum,  altero  in  terram  verfo, 
vel  uno  antrorfum,  altero  retrorfum.  Caput  interdum  criftatum,  interdum  fere 
planum.  Pedum  forma  eft  Angularis : antici  enim  pedes  digitos  duos  habent 

antrorfum 
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antrorfum  verfos,  trefque  retrorfum,  poflici  tres  antrorfum^  diios  retrorfuai. 
Omnes  digiti  unguibus  validis  muniti  funt ; quod  magis  notatu  dignum  eftj 
quoniam  Gronovius,  (qui  plerumque  accurate  defcribit,)  hic  pelTime  lapfus  eil^ 
cum  in  charadlere  chamseleontis  generico  dixit^,  pedes  unguibus  deflitutid' 

Ut  chamaeleonti  firmior  et  feciirlor  fit  fedes^  cauda  longa  ramulum  ardius 
ampleditur.  Diverfa  eft  illi  magnitudo : pene  pedalis  eil  interdum  in  longi- 
tudinem ; plerumque  multo  minor.  Africam  et  Afiam  incolit^  nec  non  Europae 
partes  calidiores,  Hifpaniam  nempe  et  Lufitaniam,  Inceilijs  efc  tardiOlmus,  et 
non  fine  cautela  ingredi  videtur, 
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THE  CHAMELEON, 
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GENERIC  CHARACTER. 
Body  fbur-footed>  tailed^  naked. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  Ac. 

Lizard  with  cylindric  incurved  tail,  and  toes  conjoined  by  two  and  three.. 
The  Chameleon. 


FI  E Chameleon  has  ever  been  celebrated  for  the  wonderful  power  which 
it  poHelTes  of  changing  its  colour  in  certain  particular  circumftances 
and  fituations.  This  faculty,  however,  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Chameleon  alone^, 
but  is  obfervable  in  a lefs  degree  in  feveral  other  Ipecies  of  lizards. 


The  general  colour  of  the  Chameleon  is  a blueiili  afh-colour,,  which  fome- 
time  changes  to  a green,  and  fometimes  to  a yellowiih  colour,  Ipotted  un- 
equally with  red.  This  is  particularly  obfervable  when  one  hde  of  the  animal 
is  expofed  to  a full  funfliine  3 when  the  uniiluminated  fide  generally  appears 
yellow,  with  large  roundiili  patches  or  Ipots  of  red- brown.  On  reverfing  the 
fituation  of  the  animal,  the  fame  change  again  takes  place  3 the  fide  which  was 
before  in  the  ihade,  and  yellow,  Ipotted  with  red,  now  becoming  brown  3 
v/hile  the  other  fide  becomes  yellow  and  red.  But  thefe  changes  are  fubjedl 
to  much  variety,  both  as  to  colour  and  ddfpofition  of  fpots.. 


If 
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It  has  been  faid  that  the  Chameleon  has  a power  of  airirniiatiiig  its  colour 
to  that  of  the  fnbftance-on  which  it  is  placed.  This  is  not  entirely  true  ^ 
yet  it  feems  to  make  fome  approach  to  fiich  a faculty  ; lince  the  members 
of  the  French  Academy  declare^  that  on  wrapping  a chameleon  up  in  a linen 
cloth  for  fome  minutes,  it  appeared  nearly  white  when  taken  out  i but  this 
experiment  did  not  fucceed  when  repeated  afterwards. 

The  lungs  of  the  chameleon  are  extremely  large,  and  it  has  a way  of  in- 
flating its  body,  and  appearing  very  plump  and  full  for  a long  time  together  i 
and  at  other  times  of  contrading  itfelf^  fo  as  to  appear  in  the  higheft  degree 
of  extenuation. 

There  prevails  a popular  error  relative  to  this  animal,  which  feems  to  have 
been  almoll  univerfally  received  j viz.  that  it  requires  no  other  nourifhment 
than  what  it  abforbs  from  the  atmolphere,  or  in  the  ufual  phrafe^  that  it  feeds 
on  air.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  extremely  adroit  at  catching  infeds,  which  it 
feizes  by  means  of  its  tongucj  which  is  of  a very  great  length,  and  is  retrac- 
tile, like  that  of  a woodpecker,  and  has  a fort  of  widened  tubular  opening  at 
the  end.  This  it  darts  upon  infeds  within  its  reach,  and  fwallows  them  with 
a motion  fo  quick  that  the  eye  can  fcarce  follow  it : and  by  this  means  it 
fupports  its  exiilence.  It  is  however  true>  that  it  can  remain  for  a furprifing  length 
of  time  without  any  food^  fo  that  the  common  idea  is  not  without  fome 
foundation  j for  a chameleon  has  been  kept  for  the  l]3aee  of  feveral  weekfl 
■without  the  lead  fuftenance  v/hatfoever. 

/ 

0 

The  eyes  of  the  chameleon  are  large  and  globular^  but  the  part  wdilch  Is 
expofed  to  view  is  very  Imall,  and  confifls  of  a gold-coloured  iris,  with  a 
dark  pupil.  It  has  the  power  of  turning  its  eyes  in  oppofite  diredions,  fo 
as  to  look  with  one  eye  backwards  and  the  other  forwards,  or  with  one  eve 
upwards  and  the  other  downw^ards  at  the  fame  time.  The  head  is  fometimes 
very  much  crefted,  and  fometimes  almoft  plain,  TIk  ftrudure  of  the  feet  is 
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fingiilar ; viz.  the  fore-feet  have  two  toes  forwards  and  three  backwards, 
while  the  hind-feet  have  three  toes  forwards  and  two  backwards.  All  the 

toes  are  furniilied  v/ith  pretty  fhrong  claws  5 a circumftance  which  deferves  the 
greater  attention,  as  Gronovius,  an  accurate  fyftematic  naturaliil,  has,  by  a 
moft  unaccountable  error,  made  it  a principal  charadler  of  the  chameleon  to 
be  without  claws  on  the  feet.  The  tail  is  longilli,  and  the  animal  makes 

life  of  it  to  faften  itfelf  more  fecurely,  by  coiling  it  round  the  branch  on 

which  it  fits. 

The  fize  of  the  chameleon  is  very  various.  It  fometlmes  meafures  near  a 
foot,  exclufive  of  the  tail,  but  is  generally  much  lefs.  This  curious  creature 
is  a native  of  Africa  and  Afia,  and  is  alfo  found  in  forne  of  the  warmer 

parts  of  Europe,  as  Spain  and  Portugal.  Its  pace  is  very  flow,  and  it  feems 
to  move  with  much  caution  and  circumlpeftion. 
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COR.  ACIAS  SCUTATA. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  cultratum,  apice  incurvato,  bafi  pennis  denudatum. 

Lingua  cartilaginea,  bifida. 

Pedes  'ambulatorii, 

Lin,  Syjl,  Nat,  p.  159, 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS. 
Coracias  nigra,  jugulo  pedloreque  coccineis. 


O R A C I A M fcutatam  nemo  adhuc  defcripfit.  Licet  corvo  vix  cedat 
^ magnitudine,  fumma  tamen  ei  videtur  elTe  fimilitudo  cum  Mufcicapa 
rulricolli  Lathami,  Tota  nigrat,  dorfo  alifque  fubc^eruleum  quiddam  nitentibus. 
Roflrum  validum,  bafm  modice  latum,  apicem  leviter  emarginatum. 

Mandibulas  inferioris  extremum  pallefcit.  Superioris  utrinque  ab  imo  fet^ 
feu  vibrifTae  feptem  protruduntur  infra  complanatae,  quaeque  curvatae  furfum  ten- 
dunt Exiguo  intervallo  a roftro,  colli  anterioris  color  ad  im.um  pedtus  niti- 

diflime 
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diflime  eft  cocemeus^  qvii  inde  in  obfcure  ferrugineum  tranfeuns  deeurHi 
fafcia  interrupta  ad  ipfum  abdomen, 

Cauda  leviter  rotundata  conftat  e duodecim  re6lriclbus,  quarum  duse  exte- 
riores unciae  dimidio  breviores  quam  casterse.  Crura  brevia,  modica,  nigrant. 
Ungues  validi,  poftico  reliquis  majore.  Qusenam  patria  Coraciam  fcutatam 
protulerit  pro  certo  non  aufim  affirmare. 
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THE  RED-BREASTED  ROLLER. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 


Bill  flrait,  bending  a little  towards  the  end,  edges  cultrated. 
Nostrils  narrow  and  naked. 

Toes  three  forward  3 divided  to  their  origin;  one  backward. 


Pennants 


SPECIFIC  C FI  A R A C T E R, 


Black  Roller,  with  crimfon  throat  and  bread. 


HIS  bird,  hitherto  undefcribed,  in  its  general  appearance  and  colour^ 


bears  a ftriking  refemblance  to  the  Mufcicapa  rubricollis,  or  purple- 
throated  Flycatcher ; but  is  confiderably  fuperior  in  fize.  It  is  not  much  lefs 
than  a common  crow.  Its  colour  is  an  uniform  black,  v/ith  a fight  blueifi 
glofs  on  the  back  and  wings.  The  beak  is  ftrong,  broadiih  at  the  bafe,  and 
flightly  notched  or  emarglnated  at  the  tip.  The  lower  mandible  is  of  a palifi 
colour  towards  the  point.  On  each  fide  the  bafe  of  the  upper  mandible  are 
feven  vibrilFe  or  hairs,  which  are  of  a fattened  form  at  their  lower  part,  and 
rife  upwards  in  a curved  direction.  The  fore-part  of  the  neck,  from  about 
hidf  an  irxh  below  the  beak,,  to  the  bottom  of  the  bread,  is  of  a very  rich 
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bright  fcarlet,  which  colour,  at  the  lower  part  of  the  bread,  finks  into  deep 
ferruginous,  and  is  continued  in  a broken  or  interrupted  band,  down  the  be- 
ginning of  the  abdomen. 

The  tail  confifts  of  twelve  feathers,  and  is  flightly  rounded  at  the  extremity, 
the  two  exterior  fide-feathers  being  fhorter  than  the  others  by  about  half  an 
inch.  The  legs  are  rather  fhort,  moderately  ftout,  and  black.  The  claws 
ilrong : that  of  the  back  toe  larger  than  the  reft.  The  native  country  of 
this  curious  bird  is  not  certainly  known. 
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M U S E U M L E V-E  R I A N U M. 

No.  V. 


SIMIA  SYLVICOLA. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Dentes  Primores  utrinque  quatuor,  approximati. 

Laniarii  folitarii,  longiores^  hinc  remoti. 

Molares  obtufi. 

Lin,  Syft,  Nat,  p,  34. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS^  &c. 

Simia  femicaudata  grifeo-ferriiginea^  facie  manibus  pedibufque  nigris^  natibus 
calvds. 


Generis  todus  una  e rarifumis  Simia  Sylvicola  alta  eft  circiter  tres 
pedes^  corpore  valido  et  torofo.  Cum  notentur  finguii  pili  annulis  al- 
ternis nigricantibus  ferrugineifque^  idem  fere  huic  afpedlus  ac  Simise  Mormoni, 
jampridem  in  hoc  opere  depidte.  Facies  pedefque  omnes  nigrant.  Pedum 
anticorum  feu  manuum  ungues  longuli,  fed  rotundati  : pofticorum  longiores 
tantum  non  acuminati.  Nates  amp],:£,  nud^,  rubr^eque.  Africam  incolit  h^c 
fpecies,  in  Guinea  pr^cipue  reperta. 

No.  V.  E e 
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TFIE  WOOD  BABOON, 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Front  Teeth  in  each  jaw  4,  placed  near  together. 

Canine  Teeth  folitary,  longer  than  the  others,  diflant  from  the  remaining 
teeth  or  grinders. 

Grinders  obtufe. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Short-tailed  ferruginous-brown  Baboon,  bare  behind,  with  black  face,  hands, 
and  feet. 

Wood  Baboon. 

Pennant,  Hifti  ^adr,  i,  p,  176. 


This  animal,  which  is  one  of  the  rareft  of  the  genus,  is  of  a 
very  confiderable  fize,  and  of  a robuft  frame.  Its  height  is  about 
three  feet.  Its  general  colour  a fort  of  ferruginous  grey ifh- brown,  owing  to 
the  alternate  rings  of  blackifh  and  ferruginous  with  which  each  individual  hair 
is  marked,  and  which  gives  a fort  of  fpeckled  appearance,  fimilar  to  that  of 
the  Simia  Mormon,  or  Variegated  Baboon,  already  figured  in  the  prefent 
Work. 


The 
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The  face^  hands,  and  feet  are  black.  The  nails  on  the  hands  longidi,  but 
rounded  at  their  extremities  : thofe  on  the  feet  longer,  and  much  more  in- 
clining to  acuminate.  The  fpace  on  each  fide  the  tail  is  large,  bare,  and  red» 
The  tail  very  fliort.  It  is  an  African  fpecies,  and  is  principally  found  in 
Guinea. 
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PHASIANUS  PICTUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 


GENi^  cute  nuda  laevigata. 


9 

Lin,  Syfl,  Nat,  p,  271. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Phafianus  crifta  flava,  peftore  coccineo,  remigibus  fecundariis  c^ruleis,  cauda 
cuneata, 

Lin.  Sift,  Nat,  p, 

Phafianus  aureus  fmenfis. 

Brijf,  av,  I.  p,  n.  4. 

Phafianus  variis  coloribus  Iplendidus, 

Edw,  av,  62.  t,  6^  ^ 6^,  f,  2, 


INTER  exempla  avium  varia  nitidifTimaque,  plumarum  luxuria  exube- 
rantium, infigniter  exilat  Phafianus  Pidus,  cujus  valentis  et  adulti  colores 
hebetant,  adverfo  foie,  Ipedtatorum  oculos,  fuperati  non  nifl  politilTimis  Tro- 
chilorum et  Certhiarum  jplendoribus  : cedit  enim  vel  ipfius  Pavonis  flellatus 
gemmanfque  decor.  7; 

Minor  efl:  Phafianus  pidlus  communi  feu  Colchico,  et  afpe<5tu  delicatior. 
Caput  in^gnitur  crifta  magna,  dependula,  ferica,  lucidilTime  aureo-flava.  Col- 
lum fuperius  tegitur  quafi  cucullo  e pennis  truncatis  eximie  aureo-aurantiis 

confecto. 


( ^05  ) 

confe6lo,  fafciiique  plurimis  nigris  tranfverrirn  notato.  Reliqua  pars  colli  pennis 
rotundatis,  more  fquamarum  difpofitis,  aiireo-viridibus  vellitur.  Gula  gilva  ell 
feu  cx  albo  fub-rubefcens,  fiavedine  intermifla.  Pedtus  cum  toto  corpore  infe- 
riore fplendet  ardentiffime  aureo-coccineum,  eodem  fere  modo  quo  Amaryllidis 
formofijfimce  Linn^i  flores.  Fjufdem  fere  funt  coloris  alarum  tedlrices  minores, 
nifi  quod  paulo  minus  luceant  : majores  nitide  fufeo- ferrugineae,  nigro  con- 
fperfe.  Pennae  fcapulares  lucidiflime  cyaneae.  Remiges  fufei,  margine  gilvo. 
Remigum  autem  fecundariorum  alii  magis^  infufcantiir,  nigro  guttati,  alii  fplen- 
dide  caerulei.  Dorfi  pars  pofterior  cum  uropygio  aureo-flavet,  carens  tamen 
fplendore  crifts.  Caud^  tedlrices  quae  iubjacent  pennis  flavis  quas  jam  me- 
moravimus, purpureo-ruberrimae,  quarum  nonnullae  longifllmae  et  lanceae  ad  inflar 
formatae  fuper  latera  caudae  producuntur.  Cauda  ipfa  longa  et  acutius  cuneata 
nigrat,  maculis  tamen  modicis,  ovatis,  caflaneis,  creberrime  afperfa,  ut  color 
primarius,  fcilicet  niger,  pene  delitefcat.  Roflrum  flavefeit,  ut  et  crura  calca- 
ribus arm.ata. 

P.  utilis  his  et  micantibus  plumis  avem  formofifllmam  fuperbire  voluit  Na- 
tura. Quod  fl'quis  eam  ipfam  nunquam  vidiflet,  fed  imaginem  tantum  in  tabula, 
putaret  profedto  piclorem,  colores  pulcherrime  difponendi  ftiidiofum,  ingenio 
indulfilTe  ut  imaginariam  fingeret  venuflatem.  Femina,  mare  minor,  modica 
tantum  efl;  pulchritudine,  oblcure  fufeo-flavens,  firiis  maculifque  obfcurioribus 
feu  nigricantibus  notata. 

E regione  Sinenfi  primitus  advecla  efl;  haic  fpecies,  mufcorum  Europaeorum 
grande  Decus.  Sub  noilro  tamen  coelo,  Britanniae  jamdiu  familiaris  prolem 
faepiflame  alit  nullo  fere  negotio  ; non  enim  neceflTe  efl  ut  mollius  et  delicatius 
curetur,  cum  eodem,  ut  plurimum,  utatur  vivendi  modo  quo  reliqui  congeneres. 


T II  E 
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THE  PAINTED  PHEASANT. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Cheeks  covered  with  a fmooth  naked  Hein. 


Lin> 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER^  &c. 

Pheafant  with  yellow  creft,  fcarlet  breaft^  blue  fecondaries^  and  cuneated 
tail. 

Painted  Pheafant.  Edw.  t.  68,  69. 

Lath.  Syn.  4.  _p.  717» 

Faifan  dore  de  la  Chine.  Buff,  2.  p.  355. 

PL  enL 

The  Golden  Pheafant. 


OF  the  brilliancy  with  which  Nature  fo  often  decorates  the  feathered  tribe 
the  Golden  Pheafant  of  China  is  unqueilionably  one  of  the  moft;  ftriking 
examples  : a bird,  of  which  the  colours,  when  in  a flate  of  perfedlion,  are  fo 
powerfully  lucid  as  to  dazzle,  in  a full  light,  the  eye  of  the  fpeclator ; and 
can  only  be  exceeded  by  the  poliflied  luflre  of  the  Humming-birds  and  Certhi^e. 
Even  the  Peacock  himfelf,  with  all  the  grandeur  of  hi^  plumage,  falls 

fnoit  in  comparifon, 


The 
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The  fize  of  the  golden  or  painted  Pheafant  is  finaller  than  that  of  the  Col- 
chic  or  common  Pheafant,  and  its  fliape  is  much  more  delicate.  The  head 
is  ornamented  by  a large  pendent  creil  of  the  brighteft  golden  yellow,  and 
of  an  appearance  refembling  filk.  The  upper  part  of  the  neck  is  covered 
with  a fort  of  hood,  or  mantle,  compofed  of  truncated  feathers  of  the  richeft 
golden-orange,  traverfed  with  numerous  bars  of  black.  The  remiainder  of  the 
neck  is  cloathed  with  gold -green  feathers  of  a rounded  fhape,  and  diljaofed 
in  the  manner  of  fcales.  The  throat  is  of  a bright  buff,  or  very  pale  red- 
difh-brown.  The  bread:  and  whole  under  fide  of  the  body  are  of  the  fulled, 
blighted,  golden-fcarlet,  nearly  approaching  to  the  colour  difplayed  in  the 
fparkling  petals  of  the  Jacobaean  Lily.  (Amaryllis  formofiffima  Lin.)  The 
fmaller  wino:-coverts  are  of  a fimilar  hue,  but  fomewhat  lefs  bright.  The 

larger  coverts  are  of  a high  ferruginous  brown,  dadied  with  black.  The  fca- 
pular  feathers  of  the  riched  and  mod  refplendent  Prudian-blue.  The  remiges 
or  long  wing- feathers  brown,  edged  with  buff 3 fome  of  the  fecondaries  darker, 
and  dadied  or  fpeckled  with  black  3 others  of  a rich  blue. 

The  lower  part  of  the  back  and  rump  are  of  a gold-yellow,  but  deeper 
than  the  cred.  The  tail-coverts,  (which  lie  beneath  the  yellow  part  jud  men- 
tioned,) are  of  the  riched  carmine- colour  3 fome  of  them  are  very  long  and 
lanceolate,  and  Ipread  over  the  fides  of  the  tail.  The  tail,  (which  is  long 
and  diarply  cuneiform,)  is  black,  mod  thickly  befet  with  moderately  large  pale- 
chefnut  oval  fpots,  fo  as  almod  to  invade  or  nearly  exclude  the  black 

ground-colour.  The  beak  is  pale  yellow.  The  legs  the  fame,  and  armed 

with  Ipurs. 

Such  are  the  colours  with  which  Nature  has  decorated  this  brilliant  bird  3 
which,  had  it  been  only  known  from  paintings,  would  doubtlefs  have  been 

confidered  as  the  exaggerated  reprefentation  of  fome  fanciful  artid,  intent  on 
producing  a figure  of  the  mod  profufe  and  unlimited  gaiety. 

The 
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T he  female  bears  no  marks  of  fuperior  beauty  ^ being  lefs  shan  the  malca 
and  merely  of  a pale  yeilowifii-brownj  barred  and  fpotted  with  much  deeper 
or  blacker  ftripes. 

It  is  to  China  that  we  owe  this  m.atchlefs  ornament  of  our  European 
colledlions.  It  is  a fpecies  wdiich  may  be  confidered  as  in  great  meafure  na- 
turalized to  this  country  ; fmee  it  frequently  breeds  here,  and  requires  no 
very  particular  care  in  its  management ; refembling  in  its  genera]  habits  the 
reft  of  its  genus» 


PELE- 


• f- 

Q 


r 

J 


S 


/I» 


t 

1 


X' 


i 


y • 


f-' 


fl 

'■U- 


'f 

■'f- 


••l:  *• 

<*. 


-f 


> ■ 


i 


’.  •>  / 


i 


f 


y 

' \/  , 


t . 


I * . • 


jt 


I 


.t.'\  . 


iM 


vV 


A'  - 


4 •,'•••!  - * •? 


' • 4» 


, / 
/• 


V 


t 


> i 


( 2,09  ) 


P E L E C A N U S • T R A C H Y R H Y N C H O S 

C H A R A C T E R (t  E N E R I C U S. 

Rostrum  edentulum,  reAum  : apice  adunco,  ungiuculato. 


Nares  rima  obliterata. 

Facies  nudiiiicula. 

Pedes  aequilibres : digitis  omnibus  quatuor  fimul  palmatis. 

CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pelecanus  criftatus  albus,  mandibula  fuperiore  tuberculato-carinata, 
faccata  nigro  ftriata. 

Pelecanus  criftatus  albus,  gula  faccata  nigro  ftriata. 


P elecanus  ervthrorhvncho-s . 

4 # 

Lath,  ind,  orn.  p.  884, 

GmeL  Syft.  i.  p.  571. 

SPECIEM  hanc  obiter  et  incuriofe  vifam  facile  putemus  eandem  efte  ac 
Pelecanus  communis,  feft  faltem  iftius  varietatem.  Quod  fi  eam  accuratius 
examinemus,  patebit  tantum  diffei  entise,  ut  revera  diftinblam  pronunciare  non 
dubitemus.  Tota  avis  albet,  ft  excipiamus  remiges  orafque  humerorum,  qu^e 
nigrant.  Roftrum,  quod  e flavo  pauluium  rubefeit,  non  ut  Pelecani  communis, 
laeve,  fed  ferie  longitudinali  prominentiarum  inaequaliter  aftiirgentiiim  diftinguitur. 
Saccus  qui  in  gula  magnus  lineis  plurimis  nigris  in  longitudinem  dudis  infig- 


No.  V.  F f 


niter 
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niter  utrinque  flriatus.  Ad  Pelecani  communis  magnitudinem  vix  plene  per- 
tingit Pelecanus  trachyrhynchos ; modus  vivendi  fere  idem,  Americam  incolit 
Septentrionalem.  Conveniunt  inter  fe,  ut  plurimum,  moribus  fpecies  hujus  ge- 
neris majores,  pifeibus  pr^cipue  viditando,  quorum  nec  non  et  aquae  magnam 
copiam  in  facculo  poflunt  afportare. 

Diu  habitus  ell  Pelecanus  communis  quafi  fymbolum,  et  vulgo  credi 

folitum  eft  pafcere  eum  pullos  cruore  e fui  ipfius  pe6lore  fponte  extraclo.  Ad 
quam  opinionem  quodammodo  contulilTe  verifimiiiter  fatis  putarunt  nonnulli 
fitum  ipfius  avis  fimul  atque  in  nidum  advolaverit  et  confederit ; certatim  enim 
c patulo  ore  efcam  in  facculo  allatam  vellicantibus  pullis,  roftri  apex  or^eque 
rubentia  velut  fanguine  perfufa  videntur : quod  quidem  ipfum  incuriofos  fpedta- 
tores  in  errorem  duxerit. 

Omnibus  notiffimum  eft  monftrofam  hanc  materni  amoris  imaginem,  decan- 
tatamque  iftam  phoenicis  de  flammis  exurgentis  fabulam  in  flgnis  publicis  et 
infignibus  gentilitiis  reprsefentari ; unde  fit,  ut  imperitae  multitudinis  animis  hal- 
lucinationes abfurdifllmse  in  perpetuum  dominentur. 


THE 
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THE  ROUGH-BILLED  PELICAN. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  long  and  ilrait ; the  end  either  hooked  or  Hoping, 

Nostrils  either  totally  wanting,  or  fmall,  and  placed  in  a furrow  that  runs 
along  the  Hdes  of  the  bill. 

Face  naked. 

Gullet  naked,  and  capable  of  great  diftenfion. 

Toes  all  four  webbed. 

Pmnant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Crefted  white  Pelican,  with  the  fuperior  mandible  carinated  and  tubercu» 
lated ; the  gular  pouch  ftriated  with  black. 

Rough-billed  Pelican.  Lath,  Syn,  3.  586. 

Phil,  LranJ,  42.  f,  419,  54. 


IN  its  general  appearance  this  fpecies  fo  much  refembles  the  common  Pe- 
lican, that,  on  a curfory  view,  it  might  eafily  pafs  for  the  fame  bird,  or 
at  leafb  for  a mere  variety.  When  accurately  examined,  however,  the  differ- 
ences, tho’  not  very  ftriking  to  a common  eye,  are  fufficient  to  juflify  its  being 
confidered  as  fpecifically  diflinct.  The  whole  bird  is  white,  except  the  longer 
feathers  of  the  wings,  and  the  edges  of  the  fhoulders,  which  are  black.  The 

F f 2 bill 
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bill,  which  is  of  a reddiili  yellow,  inilead  of  being  fmooth  or  even,  as  in  the 
common  Pelican,  is  furnifned  with  a very  remarkable  elevated  longitudinal 
ridge,  the  prominences  of  which  are  irregular,  or  of  unequal  heights  in  differ- 
ent parts.  The  pouch  or  gular  membrane  is  large  and  ftriated  with  nume- 
rous longitudinal  lines  of  black  on  each  fide.  In  fize  this  bird  is  fcarcely 
equal  to  the  common  fpecies,  which  it  refembles  in  its  manner  of  life.  It  is 
a native  of  North  America.  The  larger  birds  of  this  genus  agree  in  their 
general  habits ; living  principally  on  filli,  of  which,  as  well  as  of  w^ater,  they 
are  capable  of  carrying  a vaft  quantity  in  the  pouch  or  fkin  of  the  lower 
mandible. 

The  Pelican  has  been  long  confidered  as  the  emblem  of  parental  affedfion, 
and  has  been  idly  fuppofed  to  feed  its  young  ones  occafionally  with  blood, 
voluntarily  drawn  from  its  own  breafi ; an  abfurdity  the  origin  of  which  has 
with  fome  degree  of  probability  been  attributed  to  the  pofture  and  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  female  when  juft  returned  to  her  neft  with  provifion  in  her 
gular  pouch,  when  the  eagernefs  of  the  young  ones,  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
the  contents,  and  the  appearance  of  the  tip  and  edges  of  the  bill,  as  if  ftained 
whth  blood,  may  be  fuppofed  in  fome  mcafure  to  excite  this  erroneous  idea. 

It  would  be  ftsperfluous  to  ob ferve  that  this  outrageous  difplay  of  maternal 
tendernefs  ftill  continues  to  be  exhibited  on  fign-pofts  and  in  heraldic  paint- 
ings, and  together  with  the  reprefentation  of  the  Phcenix  in  flames,  contributes 
to  perpetuate  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable  amongft  popular  errors^ 
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OTIS  H O U B A R A. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  mandibula  fiiperiore  fornicata» 

N ARES  OVat^T. 

Pedes  curforii,  tridadiyli  5 femoribus  in  parte  inferiore  denudatis. 

Lath,  ind,  orn,  p,  658, 


C PI  A R A C T E R SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Otis  flavefcens  fufco  maculata,  collo  pennis  elongatis  albidis  rachibus  nigris, 
remigibus  nigris  medio  macula  alba. 

Lath,  ind,  crn.  p.  660. 

Otis  flavicans,  colli  pennis  albidis  nigro-ftriatis  longlfTimis,  remigibus  magnis 
nigris,  prope  medium  macula  alba  notatis. 

Grael,  Syft,  i.  p,  725. 


yN  Otidum  genere  finguiaris  omnino  et  rariffima  eft  fpecies  qu^  in,  tabula 
A cernitur;  et  ab  aliis  omnibus  torque  maximo  pennarum  longiffimarum.  fu- 
per  collum  prope  humeros  difpofitarum,  et  utrinque  ad  pedus  dependentium 
diflinguitur,  quem  erigere  poteft  feu  deprimere  ad  libitum.  Condat  torquis  e 
plumis  diverfe  coloratis  *.  pennae  fcilicet  qua^  in  collo  poilico  maxima  ex  parte 
nigrant,  quae  vero  utrinque  dependent,  alb^. 


i 


Caput 


( ) 


Caput  criila  alba  dependula  decoratur.  Collum  cinereum,  ftriis  tranfverfis  ni- 
gris undulatum.  Color  generalis  pennarum  in  corpore  fuperiori  pallet  levilTime 
fufco-flavefcens  feu  gilvus,  pundlulis  maculifque  fufcis  creberrime  guttatus.  Re- 
miges primores  nigri  maculam  habent  prope  medium  albam.  Cauda  modica 
pallet,  fufco  confperfa,  fafciifque  tranfverfis  fufco-nigricantibus  virgata,  Pedus  et 
abdomen  fere  albent.  Crura  longa  fufco -flavefeunt. 

Magnitudine  fuperat  Otis  Houbara  gallum  vulgarem  gallinaceum.  In  Ara- 
biae defertis  praecipue  invenitur. 


TH  E 


( 215  ) 


THE  RUFFED  BUSTARD. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  a little  convex. 

Nostrils  open^  oblong. 

Tongue  fioping  on  each  fide  near  the  end^,  and  pointed. 

Legs  long,  and  naked  above  the  knees. 

T OES  only  three  i no  back  toe. 

Fennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Yellowidi  Buftardj  fpotted  with  brown,  with  very  long  ruff-like  neck-fea- 
thers j the  longer  remiges  marked  by  a patch  of  white. 


Ruffed  Bullard. 

Le  Houbara,  ou  petite  Outarde  huppee  d’Afrique, 


Lath.  2.  805, 

Bujf.  ois.  2.  y>.  59, 


Amongst  the  birds  of  the  genus  Otis  the  moft  finguiar,  as  well  as 
perhaps  the  rareff,  is  the  fpecies  reprefented  on  the  prefen t plate,  which 
is  dillinguifhed  from  every  other  kind  by  a very  large  ruff  of  greatly  length- 
ened feathers  furrounding  the  lower  part  of  the  neck,  and  hanging  down  on 
each  lide  the  breall.  This  ruff  can  at  pleafure  be  elevated  or  depreffed 
according  to  the  will  of  the  bird^  and  confifts  of  plumes  of  different  colours : 

thofe 


( ) 


thofe  on  each  fide  being  chiefly  white,  while  thofe  on  the  back  part  are  moftly 
black. 

The  head  is  furniihed  with  a white  pendent  creft.  The  neck  is  afh-coloured 
and  undulated  with  black.  The  general  colour  of  the  plumage  on  the  upper 
parts  of  the  body  is  gilvous,  or  very  pale  yellowifli-brown,  freckled  v/ith  in- 
numerable fpots  and  markings  of  dark-brown.  The  larger  wing-feathers  or  re- 
miges are  black  : each  marked  near  the  middle  by  a patch  of  white.  The  tail 
is  of  a moderate  length,  and  of  a pale  or  whitifli  colour,  fpeckled  with  brown, 
and  marked  by  feveral  tranfverfe  bars  of  blackifh- brown.  The  breail  and  belly 
are  nearly  white.  The  legs  are  long  and  of  a yellowilh-brown. 


The  fize  of  this  j[]3ecies  conflderably  exceeds  that  of  a common  fowl.  It  is 
found  chiefly  in  the  defects  of  Arabia. 
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PSITTACUS  TERRESTRIS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  aduncum : mandibula  fuperiore  mobili ; cera  inflrudla. 

Nares  in  rofbri  bafi. 

Lingua  carnofa,  obtufa,  integra. 

Pedis  fcanforii. 

Lin^  Syji,  Nat,  p,  1J9. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pfittacus  macrourus  viridis,  nigro  flavoque  maculatus,  capiilro  rubro,  cauda 
flava  fafciis  numcrofis  nigris. 

Pfittacus  formofus. 

Lath,  ind^  orn,  p,  loj. 

N,  B,  Reftrices  duae  intermedia  virides  flavo  fafciate. 


tnter  aves  qu£e  ad  nos  a nova  Hollandia  nuper  advenerint,  parva  efl;  haec 
pfittaci  fpecies : forma  fane  adeo  venufta  ut  plurimis  iifque  forrnofiiTimis  fui 
generis  antecellat.  Magnitudo  efl  quafi  parvi  Turturis.  In  illa  generis  divifione 
ponitur,  quae  fpecies  macrouras  continet. 

Color  imus  efl  gramineo-viridifTimus ; fingulis  plumis  fuper  dorfiim  hume- 
rofque  macula  nigra  media  flavo  fafciata  ornatis.  Caput  nigro  leviter  flria- 
No.  V.  G g tum. 
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turn,  ct  in  fronte  macula  rubra  confpicitur.  Cauda  admodum  cuneata,  coloris 
eft  flaviftimi,  recftricibus  (intermediis  exceptis,)  fafeiis  plurimis  nigerrimis  tranf- 
verle  notatis.  Roftrum  pedefque  fubfufea. 

Infigniter  diifert  h^c  avis  a reliquo  genere,  quod  nunquam  arboribus  infidat, 
fed  loca  amet  juncofa  et  caricea,  humi  curfitans  more  ralli.  Crura  ei  pedef- 
que longiora  funt  quam  ceteris  pfittacis ; ungiiefque,  digitorum  praecipue  pofti- 
corum,  ita  in  longitudinem  gracilefeunt  ut  ad  alaudae  unguium  fimilitiidinem 
quodammodo  videantur  accedere. 


T He 
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THE  GROUND  PARROT, 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  hooked.  Upper  mandible  moveable. 

Nostrils  round,  placed  in  the  bafe  of  the  bilk 
Tongue  flefny,  broad,  blunt  at  the  end. 

Legs  fhort.  Toes  formed  for  climbing;  viz.  two  toes  forward,  and  two 
backward. 


SPECIFIC  C FI  A R A C T E R,  Ac. 

Long- tailed  green  Parrot,  fpotted  with  black  and  yellow  ; the  frontlet  red ; 
the  tail  yellow,  with  numerous  black  bars. 

N.  B,  The  two  middle  tail  feathers  are  green  barred  with  yellow. 


Amongst  the  new  fpecies  of  birds  lately  received  from  New  Hol- 
land is  a fmali  Parrot,  of  an  appearance  fo  fingularly  beautiful  as  to 
furpafs  mofi:  of  the  gay  tribe  to  which  it  belongs.  Its  fize  is  that  of  a 
fmall  Turtle,  and  it  belongs  to  the  divifion  in  this  genus  containing  the 
plittaci  macrouri  or  long-tailed  parrots. 

The  general  colour  of  the  bird  is  a full  grafs-green,  each  feather  on 
the  back  and  flioulders  being  marked  in  the  middle  with  a dafli  or  fpot  of 
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black  fafciatcd  with  yellow.  The  head  is  flightiy  ftreaked  with  black,  and 
in  front  is  a red  fpot.  The  tail  is  highly  cuneiform ; all  the  feathers  (ex- 
cept the  intermediate  ones)  of  a rich  jonquil  yellow,  crofled  throughout 
the  whole  length  with  numerou*  bars  of  the  deepefl:  black. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  bird,  (unlike  the  reft  of  its  genus,)  never 
perches  on  trees,  but  conftantly  frequents  fedgy  and  ruftiy  places,  running 
along  the  ground  in  the  manner  of  a Rail.  Its  legs  and  feet  are  of  a lon- 
ger and  more  {lender  form  than  in  other  parrots  j and  the  claws,  particu- 
larly on  the  hind  toes,  are  long  and  flender,  approaching  in  fome  degree 
to  thofe  of  a Lark. 
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TETRAO  UROGALLUS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  conico-incurvum,  fornicatum. 

Macula  fupra  oculos  nuda,  papiilofa. 

Pedes  plumofi. 

Lath.  ind.  orn.  p.  634. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Tetrao  pedibus  hirfutis,  cauda  rotundata,  axillis  albis. 

Lin,  Syjf,  Nat.  p.  273. 

Tetrao  flifco-rufus,  capite  colloque  cinereis,  gula  abdomineque  nigris,  axillis 
albis. 

Lath,  ind,  orn,  p.  634. 

UrogaUus  major. 

Brijf,  i,  p,  182. 


Eminet  inter  congeneres  Tetrao  Urogailus,  avium  fane  omnium  galli- 
' naceorum  quotquot  revera  Europe^e,  fi  Otidem  communem  excipiamus, 
facile  maximus.  Longus  eft  mas  fere  tres  pedes,  vix  ac  ne  vix  cedens  mag- 
nitudine Mcleagridi  Gallopavoni  Linn^i. 

Color  corporis  fuperioris  et  alarum  eft  ferrugineo- fufeus  feu  caftaneus,  virgis 
in^qualibus  tranfverfis  maculifque  nigricantibus  notatus.  Capiti  colloqiic  cinereis 
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lineae  innumerjE  nigr^  obliquae  obducuntur.  Pedus  nigrum,  nitore  relucens 
eximie  viridi.  Reliqua  inferiora  nigrant,  abdomine  et  femoribus  albo  macu- 
latis. Caud^E  latJE,  rotundatae,  fufcae,  margines  exteriores  albo  diftinguuntur. 
Rofbrum  validum  et  breve.  Oculo  utrique  fuperimponitur  quafi  crifta,  feu  cu- 
tis nuda  produda  ruberrima,  granofa.  Crura  valida,  plumis  fufcis  vefbita. 

Inter  marem  et  feminam  mira  diverfitas,  cujus  in  variis  avibus  varia  funt 
exempla.  Mare  multo  minor  femina  maxima  ex  parte  lucide  ferruginea  eft, 
lineis  maculifque  nigris  variata.  Nigrat  dorfum  cum  parte  quadam  alarum, 
quarum  reliquum  fubnigrum  maculis  pallidis  alpergitur. 

Aves  has  anteadis  temporibus  abundanter  protulit  Britannia  noftra,  in  par- 
tibus praecipue  feptentrionalibus.  In  Scotia  etiamnum,  rariffime  tamen,  dicuntur 
inveniri.  In  Hibernia  olim  extitifle  feruntur,  jam  deperditas.  In  Ardicis  re- 
gionibus, Suecia  nempe  et  Norvegia,  et  in  Alpinis  Italicis  frequentes  degunt. 
Amant  praecipue  fylvas,  baccifque  vefcuntur  , gemmis  autem  et  feminibus  pini 
fylveftris  creditur  eas  maxime  deledari. 


THE 
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THE  WOOD  G R O U S. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  convex^  ftrong,  and  fhort. 

e , 

A naked  Jcarlet  Jktn  above  each  eye. 

Nostrils  fmall,  and  hid  in  the  feathers. 

Tongue  pointed  at  the  end. 

Legs  ftrongj  feathered  to  the  toes ; and  fometimes  to  the  nails.  The  toes 
of  thofe  with  naked  feet  pe6linated  on  each  fide. 

Pennant. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Ferruginous-brown  Grous,  with  cinereous  head  and  neck,  black  throat  and 
belly,  and  white  axillte. 

Coq  de  Bruyere  ou  Tetras.  Buff.  2.  p.  191.  t.  5. 

PL  enL  73,  74, 

Cock  of  the  Wood,  or  Mountain.  Ray.  Syn.  p.  53.  A.  i. 

JVill.  orn.  p.  172.  t.  20, 


The  Tetrao  'Urogailus,  or  Cock  of  the  Wood,  may  be  confidered  as 
the  prince  of  its  genus,  and  indeed,  (if  we  exclude  the  Bufbard,)  may 
may  be  reckoned  the  largeft  of  all  the  European  birds  of  the  gallinaceous 
tribe.  The  fize  of  the  male  is  fcarce  inferior  to  that  of  a Turkey,  and  its 
length  is  not  far  fhort  of  three  feet.  Its  general  colour  on  the  upper  part 
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of  the  body  and  wings  is  a ferruginous-brown  or  cheflnut,  marked  with  irre- 
gular tranfverfe  lines  and  fpots  of  blackifh.  The  head  and  neck  are  of  a 
dark  colour,  owing  to  innumerable  tranfverfe  lines  of  black  difpofed  on  an 
afli-coloured  ground.  The  breaft  is  black  with  a rich  glofs  of  green  j the  re- 
mainder of  the  under  parts  black  ^ but  varied  on  the  thighs  and  belly  with 

patches  of  white.  The  tail  is  broad,  of  a rounded  lhape  and  of  a dark  colour, 

and  is  marked  on  the  exterior  fides  with  white.  The  bill  is  fhort  and  ftrong. 

Over  each  eye  is  a very  confpicuous  upright  creft  or  produdlion  of  bare,  red, 
granulated  fkin.  The  legs  are  ftrong,  and  coated  with  duflcy  feathers. 

The  female  is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  inftances  of  that  ftrange  differ- 
ence which  takes  place  in  the  oppofite  fexes  of  many  of  the  feathered  tribe. 
It  is  much  fmaller  than  the  male,  and  its  predominant  colour  is  a bright 
ferruginous,  barred  and  fpotted  with  black.  The  back  and  part  of  the 
wings  are  black  5 the  remainder  of  a browner  caft,  variegated  with  pale 
fpots. 

Thefe  birds  were  once  not  uncommon  in  our  ov/n  ifland ; but  were  chief- 
ly confined  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  country  : in  Scotand  they  are  ftill 

laid  to  exift,  tho*  very  rare.  In  Ireland  they  were  alfo  faid  to  be  found, 

but  feem  at  prefent  unknown.  In  the  more  northern  climates  of  Norway 
and  Sweden  they  are  frequent ; as  well  as  in  many  of  the  northern  regi- 
ons of  Afia,  and  in  the  Alpine  tradls  of  Italy,  They  live  chiefly  in  woods, 

and  feed  principally  on  various  kinds  of  berries,  as  well  as  on  the  buds  and 
feeds  of  pine-trees,  of  which  they  are  faid  to  be  particularly  fond. 
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COLUMBA  CHALCOPTERA. 


f' 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Rostrum  re<5lum,  verfus  apicem  defcendcns. 

Nares  oblong^u,  membrana  m.olli  tumida  femitedl^. 

Lingua  integra. 

Lin.  Syji,  Nat,  p,  279. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Columba  fubfufca,  roUro  pedibufque  rubris,  tedlricibus  fingulis  macula  au- 
reo-cuprea  notatis. 

Columba  Chalcoptera. 

Lath,  ind,  orn,  p,  604. 


IN  pulcherrimis  quae  a Nova  Hollandia  ha6lenus  afportatae  funt  avibus  jure 
habeatur  Columba  Chalcoptera,  quae  magnitudine  fere  palumbi  requalis 
eft,  corpore  graciliori  et  elegantiori.  Color  quoad  fuperiora  fjfco-pallet,  rec- 
tricibus alarum  majoribus  lingulis  macula  lata  fplendide  cuprea  infignitis,  unde 
per  alam  ducuntur  totidem  ordines  metallici  nitoris.  Variata  luce,  variant  quo- 
que maculae,  pulchritudinem  avis  mirum  in  modum  augentes.  Pennarum,  de 
quibus  jam  diximus,  apices  coloris  funt  leviter  cinerei.  Remiges  interiores 
No.  V.  H h fea 


( ) 

feu  fecuiidarli  fimiliter  fpeculo  luclde  caeruleo-viridi,  ut  in  anatum  alis  videre 
eft,  notantur  apicibus  fufcis. 

Cauda  plumbea  feu  caerulefcens  prope  apicem  fafciam  habet  nigricantem. 
Colli  latera  nec  non  corpus  inferius  funt  plumbeo-casrulea,  pedlore  vinario. 
A roftro  trans  oculos  excurrit  ftria  fufca,  et  utrinque  capiti  imponitur  nota 
albicans.  Roftrum  pedefque  rubra. 


THE 


( 427  ). 


THE  BRONZE  - WINGED  PIGEON. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 


Bill  weak,  flender,  ftrait  at  the  bafe,  with  a ibft  protuberance  in  which 
the  noilrils  are  lodged. 

Tongue  entire. 

Legs  fhort : toes  divided  to  the  origin. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 


Brownifh  Pigeon,  with  red  beak  and  legs  , the  coverts  each  marked  with 
a fpot  of  golden  copper- colour. 

Golden- winged  pigeon. 


JVhlte" s Voyage  to  New  South  Wales^  p,  146. 


HIS  fpecies  may  certainly  be  numbered  amongfb  the  moft  beautiful 


birds  hitherto  difeovered  in  the  continent  of  New  Holland.  Its  fize  is 
nearly  that  of  a wood-pigeon,  but  it  is  longer  and  of  a more  elegant  form. 
The  colour  above  is  a fine  pale  brown,  the  larger  wing-coverts  being  each 
marked  by  a broad  patch  of  lucid  copper-colour,  and  by  theijr  p^)rition  on 
the  wing  forming  fo  many  rows  of  large  cupreous  fpots,  of  die  riched;  me- 
tallic fplendor,  and  accompanied  by  a degree  of  varying  luflre,  which  adds 
m a lingular  manner  to  the  elegance  and  beauty  of  the  bird.  Each  of 
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thefe  feathers  is  tipped  with  pale  afh  or  dove-colour.  The  interior  remiges 
or  fecondaries  are  marked  in  the  fame  manner  with  a fpeculum  of  deep> 
lucid,  blue-green,  like  that  of  a duck  : the  tips  of  thefe  feathers  are  brown. 

The  tail  is  lead-coloured,  or  blueifh,  and  marked  near  the  end  with  a 
blackifh  bar.  The  fides  of  the  neck  and  under  parts  of  the  body  are  of  a 
blueifli  lead-colour,  but  the  breafl  has  a ftrong  call  of  vinaceous.  The  fore- 
head is  yellowil]i-\vhite.  From  the  beak  thro’  the  eyes  runs  a flreak  of  brown; 
and  a whitifh  mark  is  vifible  on  each  fide  the  head.  The  bill  and  legs 
are  red. 
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ANAS  G A M B ENSIS. 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  lamelloI^3-dentatum,  convexum,  obtufum. 

Lingua  ciliata,  obtiifa, 

Lin,  Syjl,  Nat.  p,  194. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Anas  nigra  purpureo  nitens,  fubtus  alba,  humeris  fpinofis,  roftri  bafi  gibbo. 

Anas  roftro  bah  gibbo,  corpore  nigro  fubtus  albo,  dorfo  purpurafcente, 
roftro  pedibufque  rubris. 

Lath,  ind,  orn.  p.  839. 

Anas  roftro  femicylindrico,  cera  gibbofa,  humeris  Ipinohs. 

Lin.  Syjl.  Nat.  p,  193. 

Anas  Gambenfis. 

TVill.  orn.  275.  /.  61. 


CARENT  pleraque  mufea  Anate  Gambenfi  Linnaei,  cujus  meminit  Wil- 
loughbeius  nomine  Gamho  Goojcy  notatque  Lathamus  in  Synoph  avium, 
vix  aliud  fpecimen  in  Britannia  exftare  praeter  quod  in  Mufeo  Leveriano  af- 
fervatur.  Anas  ^gyptiaca  Linncci,  fpecies  penitus  diverfa,  a quibufdam  fcrip- 
toribus  cum  hac  confunditur. 


Notam 
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Notam  habet  liiEC  noftra  praecipuam  fpinam  magnam^  acutam^  validilTimam, 
iitrinque  fiiper  humeros  fitam,  quae  quamvis  non  huic  fpeciei  propria  fit  et 
peculiarisj  major  tamen  eft  et  eminentior  quam  in  alia  ulla  quam  adhuo  no- 
vimus. Roflrum  rubet,  alTurgitque  a bafi  mandibulae  fuperioris  tuber  dilatatum 
in  fronte.  Tota  avis  fuperius  nigrat,  non  fme  purpurei  cujufdam  nitoris  vef- 
tigis,  exceptis  genis  humerifque  quae  albent.  Peftus  quoque  inferius  cum  ab- 
domine albet.  Crura  pedefque  rubra. 

I 

In  Africa  nafcitur  Anas  Gambenfis,  in  regione  Gambis  pr^cipue  confpecta. 
Magnitudine  Anatem  Anfcrem  Linn^i  aequat. 


THE 
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THE  GAMBIAN  GOOSE. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  ftrong,  broad,  flat  or  deprefTed ; and  commonly  furniflicd  at  the  end 
with  a nail.  Edges  marked  with  ftarp  lamellae. 

Nostrils  fmall,  oval. 

Ton  CUE  broad,  edges  near  the  bafe  fringed. 

Feet,  middle  toe  the  longeft. 

Pennant, 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Purplifh-black  Goofe,  white  beneath,  with  fpined  Ihoulders,  and  bill  gib- 
bous at  the  bafe. 

Gambo  Goofe. 

IVill,  orn.  p.  ^6o, 


The  Anas  Gambenfis  of  Linnaeus,  or  Gambo  Goofe  of  Willoughby,  is 
very  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  collections ; and  it  is  obferved  br 
Mr.  Lafham,  in  his  Synopfis  of  birds,  that  it  is  probably  no  where  to  be 
found  in  our  own  Country  except  in  the  Leverian  Mufeum.  The  Egyp- 
tian goofe,  (Anas  Aegyptiaca,  Lin.)  a fpecies  widely  differing  from  it, 
has  been  fometimes  confounded  with  it  by  ornithological  writers. 


Its 
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Its  principal  mark  of  diftindion  confiils  in  a large^  ftrong,  and  fliarp  fpur, 
fituated  on  each  flioulder : a particularity,  which  tho’  not  peculiar  to  the 
prcfent  fpecies,  is  poflelTed  by  it  in  a far  higher  and  more  ftriking  degree 
than  any  other  yet  difeovered.  The  bill  is  of  a red  colour,  and  rlfes  at 
the  bafe  of  the  upper  mandible  into  an  expanded  protuberance  in  front. 
The  whole  upper  part  of  the  bird  is  black,  with  a call  or  glofs  of  purple, 
except  the  cheeks  and  fhoulders,  which  are  white.  The  breaft  and  belly 
are  alfo  white. 

1 

It  is  an  African  bird,  and  is  principally  found  in  the  regions  of  Gambia. 
Its  fize  is  that  of  a common  goofe. 
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PSOPFIIA  CREPITA 


CHARACTER  GENERICUS, 

Rostrum  cylindrico-conicuin,  convexum,  aciitiufculuin,  mandibula  ftiperiorc 
longiore. 

Nares  ovatse,  patula. 

Pedes  tetradadlyli, 

Un,  Syft,  Nat,  262. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Pfophia  nigra,  dorfo  grifeo,  pe6lore  cseruleo -viridi  fplendeiite,  orbitis  nudis 
rubris. 

Lath,  ind,  orn.  p,  657. 

Pfophia  crepitans. 

Lin,  Syft,  Nat,  p.  263, 

Grus  Pfophia. 

Pall,  Spic,  4.  /.  I, 


N'^OMEN  inde  adepta  eft  haec  avis  quod  a peculiari  partium  internarum 
difpofitionem  proveniat  fimile  quiddam  voci  palumbis ; fed  abruptius  et 
majori  intervallo  : quodque  qraecipue  auditur  poft  finitam  vocem  communem 
ab  ore,  cui  fere  conftanter  refpondet  fonus  interior. 

^quat  faltem  magnitudine  gallum  vulgarem  gallinaceum,  quo  fane  major  vi- 
detur ob  colli  crurumqiie  longitudinem.  Color  niger  eft,  nitore  cajruleo-viridi 
No.  V.  I i 


ct 


( 234  ) 


et  mutabili  fuper  pedus  pmcipue  perfufo.  Pennte,  qu£  in  collo  et  peftorc, 
breves,  rotundatae,  feries,  et  fquamiformes  ; quae  vero  in  corpore  et  alis, 
elongatae,  feu  e fibris  laxis  longifque  conflantes.  Dorfi  et  alarum,  quae  cinerea, 
pars  fumma  nitet  quiddam  ferrugineum. 

In  America  Auftrali  generatur  Pfophia  crepitans.  Convenit  huic  modo  vi^ 
vendi  tum  Grallis,  tum  Gallinis,  quippe  non  modo  grana  comedit,  fed  et 
pifees. 


r 
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THE  TRUMPETER. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  fhort,  upper  mandible  a little  convex. 

Nostrils  oblong,  funk,  and  pervious. 

Tongue  cartilaginous,  flat,  torn,  or  fringed  at  the  end. 

Legs  naked  a little  above  the  knees. 

Toes,  three  before  ; one  fmall  behind,  v/ith  a round  protuberance  beneath 
the  hind  toe,  which  is  at  a fmall  dillance  from  the  ground. 

Petmant. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Black  Trumpeter,  with  grey-brown  back  ,•  breaft  gloffed  v/ith  blue-greeny 
orbits  of  the  eyes  red  and  naked. 

L’ A garni 

Buff.  CIS.  4.  p.  487.  /.  2J. 
PL  enl,  169. 


H E curious  bird  reprefented  on  the  prefent  plate  has  obtained  its  coni'- 
ll- mon  title  from  an  extraordinary  circumflance  in  the  conformation  of  its 
internal  organs,  in  confequence  of  which  it  is  enabled  at  pleafure  to  produce 
an  uncommon  found,  not  ill  refembling  the  voice  of  a wood -pigeon,  but  more 
abrupt,  or  interrupted.  This  particularity  is  moft  obfervable  after  the  bird  has 
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emitted  its  common  or  natural  note  by  the  mouth,  which  is  almofl:  conftantly 
fucceeded  by  the  internal  found  above-mentioned. 

The  fize  of  this  bird  is  at  lead  equal  to  that  of  a common  fowl,  but  its 
length  of  neck  and  legs  give  it  a dill  larger  appearance.  Its  general  colour 
is  black,  richly  glofled  (particularly  on  the  bread)  with  a changeable  blue- 
green.  The  feathers  on  the  neck  and  bread  are  fhort  and  fcale-like  : thofe 
on  the  wings  and  body  long-fibred  and  loofe.  The  wings  and  back  are  ci- 
nereous, accompanied  on  the  upper  parts  with  a ferruginous  cad.  ^ 

It  is  a native  of  South  America,  in  many  parts  of  which  it  is  not  un- 
common. In  its  habits  and  manner  of  life  it  feems  to  partake  of  the  nature 
both  of  the  Grallse  and  Galling,  feeding  not  only  in  the  manner  of  poultry, 
on  grain  and  vegetables,  but  likewife  on  fiilr, 
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CALLiEAS  CINEREA. 


CHARACTER  GENERIC  US. 

Rostrum  incurvatunrij  fornicatuiTij  mandibula  inferiore  breviore,  fubtus  ad 
baiiii  carunculata. 

Nares  deprelTae,  membrana  fiibcartilaginea  femiteft^. 

Lingua  fiibcartilaginea,  apicc  ierrato- bifida,  ciliata. 

Pedes  ambulatorii. 


Lath.  ind.  orn. 
Gmel.  Syft.  Nat. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS, 


Calleas  nigricans,  oculis  casruleis,  palearibus  rubris, 
Glaucopis  cinerea. 

Calleas  cinerea. 


Gmel.  Syft.  Nat.  p.  363. 
Lath.  md.  orn.  p.  149. 


T N illarum  avium  numero  eft  Call^eas,  quas  nuperis  temporibus  regiones 
-i.  antardlic^  fuppeditarunt.  Quod  ad  ejus  notitiam  pervenerint  phyfici  Eu- 
ropaei, debetur  omnino  illuftriffimo  Cook,  quo  duce  iter  facientibus  navibus,  a 
Nova  Zelandia  allata  eft.  Ibi  fatis  abundare  dicitur. 
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Longa  eft  cirdter  quindecim  nncias,  magnitudine  corvo  glandario  Linnasi 
fimilis.  Color  cinereus  pene  nigricat.  Frons  penitus  nigrat,  et  utrinque  a 
mandibula  inferiore  dependet  caruncula  rotundata,  magna,  rubra  j qualis  fere 
cernitur  in  gallo  vulgari  gallinaceo.  Caruncula  utriufque  balls  eft  caerulea. 
Oculorum  quoque  irides  lucide  cserulese.  Cauda  longula  leviter  cuneata. 
Mores  huic  fere  iidem  ac  cervino  generi. 


/ 
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THE  WATTLE-BIRD. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

Bill  incurvated  and  arched : the  lower  mandible  diorter  than  the  upper, 
and  fuinilhed  with  a pair  of  w^attles. 

Nostrils  depreffed,  half  covered  with  a . fomewhat  cartilaginous  mem- 
brane. 

Tongue  fiib-cartilaginous,  divided  at  the  end,  and  ciliated. 


.SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c, 

Blackifh  Wattle-bird,  with  blue  eyes,  and  red  wattles. 

Cinereous  Wattle-bird. 

Lath,  Syn,  i.  p.  364. 


TH  E Wattle  Bird  is  one  of  thofe  late  acquifitions  with  which  the  dif- 
coveries  in  the  fouthern  Flemifphere  have  enriched  ornithology.  It  was 
a bird  entirely  unknown  to  the  naturalifts  of  Europe,  till  brought  during  the 
voyages  of  the  late  Captain  Cook  from  New  Zealand,  where  it  is  faid  to  be 
not  uncommon. 
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Its  length  is  about  fifteen  inches,  and  its  fize  that  of  a jay.  Its  colour 
is  an  uniform  deep  cinereous  or  rather  nearly  black;  the  front  of  the  head 
is  of  a deep  black,  and  from  beneath  the  lower  mandible  on  each  fide 
hangs  a rounded  wattle,  of  confiderable  fize  and  of  a red  colour ; in  fub- 
fiance  not  ill  refembling  the  fame  part  in  the  common  cock.  The  bafe  of 
each  wattle  is  blue.  The  irides  of  the  eyes  are  alfo  of  a bright  blue. 
The  tail  is  rather  long,  and  in  fliape  fiightly  cuneiform.  In  its  manners  it 
feems  much  to  refemble  the  birds  of  the  genus  Corvus. 
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LANIUS  LEVERIANUS. 

\ 

CHARACTER  GENERICUS. 

Rostrum  reTiufculum,  dente  utrinque  verfus  apicem,  bafi  nudum. 

Lingua  lacera. 

Lin.  Syft,  Nat,  p,  134. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  hc. 

Lanius  cauda  cuneiformi,  corpore  albo  nigroque  vario,  redlricibus  omni- 
bus apice  albis. 

Lath,  tnd,  orn,  p,  73. 

Lanius  Leverianus, 

Gmel,  Syfi,  p,  302, 


fj^RETUS  omnino  celeberrimi  Lathami  fentcntia  avem  hanc  rariffimam 
inter  Lanios  numeravi,  licet  fortaffe  huic  generi  in  omnibus  non  plene 
refpondeat.  Species  eft  de  cujus  hiftoria  locoque  natali  nihil  adhuc  pro  ceito 
exploratum  eft,  nec  ab  alio  quopiam  defcripta  eft  praster  Lathamum,  qui  in 
fynopfi  avium  nomine  eam  diftinxit  apto  fatis  et  idoneo,  viz.  Magpie  Shrike', 
Corvi  enim  Pic^  Linnaei  fpecimini  pufillo  primo  intuitu  fimiliima  eft. 
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Obicrvavit  autem  Lathamus  eam  ad  genus  Corvi  nequaquam  polTe  perti- 
nere, quippe  quod  careat  capiftro  reverfo,  feu  fetarum  ferie,  qu^  in  ifto  ge- 
nere infignes  funt  ad  dlftindlionem.  Notavit  praeterea,  licet  ob  roftrum  validum 
inter  Loxias  fortade  non  inepte  poflet  difponi,  ad  Laniorum  tamen  fimilitudi- 
nem  magis  accedere.  Magnitudine  turdum  vulgarem  feu  rnuficum  fere  .^qiiat 
Lanius  Leverianus. 


THE 
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THE  LEVERIAN  SHRIKE. 


GENERIC  Character. 

Bill  ftrait,  hooked  only  at  the  end,  near  the  end  of  the  upper  mandible 
a fnarp  procefs. 

Nostrils  round,  covered  with  ftiff  bridles. 

Tongue  jagged  at  the  end. 

Toes  divided  to  the  origin. 

Tail  cuneiform,  Fcnnant. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  6cc. 

Shrike  with  cuneiform  tail  j body  varied  with  black  and  white  ; the  tips 
of  all  the  tail-feathers  white. 

Magpie  Shrike. 

Lath.  Syn  i,  p,  192. 


IT  is  entirely  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Latham  that  the 
very  rare  and  curious  bird  here  reprefentcd  is  placed  under  the  genus 
Lanius,  though  not  perhaps  accurately  correfponding  in  all  particulars  wdth  the 
characters  of  that  genus.  It  is  a Ipecies  whofe  hiftory  and  native  coun(;iy 
are  not  certainly  known,  and  was  never  noticed  by  any  ornithological  writer 
hill  Mr,  Latham  introduced  it  into  his  Synopfis  of  Birds,  under  the  title  of 
the  Magpie  Shrike  5 a name  by  no  means  ill  adapted  to  the  appearance  of 
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the  blrd^  v/Iiich,  at  firft  view,  bears  a ftriking  refemblance  to  a diminutive 
fpecimen  of  the  Corvus  Pica  of  Linnaeus,  or  common  magpie. 

Mr.  Latham  has  obferved  that  it  cannot  with  propriety  ,be  referred  to  the 
genus  Corvus,  fmee  it  is  deftitute  of  the  capiftrum  reverfum,  or  feries  of 
bridles  in  front,  which  charaderize  that  genus.  He  alfo  adds,  that  though  the 
itoutnefs  of  the  beak  might  almoft  admit  of  its  being  placed  in  the  genus 
Loxia,  yet  it  feems  to  have  more  conformity  with  that  of  Lanius^  Its  fize 
is  that  of  a fmall  thrufli,  and  its  length  about  ten  inches^ 
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D A S Y P U 3 N O V E M - C 1 N C T U S. 


CHARACTER  G E N E R I C U S. 

Dentes  molares  piures,  abfque  primoribus,  abfque  laniariis. 

Corpus  cataphra6lum  tefta  oiTea,  zonis  interfedta.  Lin,  Syjl,  Nat,  p,  53. 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &:c. 

i 

Dafypus  cingulis  novem,  palmis  tetradadylis,  plantis  pentadadlylis. 

Lin.  Sy^fi.  Nat,  p,  54. 

Cataphradlus  fcutis  duobus,  cingulis  novem.  ^iadr,  42. 

Tatus,  Gejn,  ^adr,  p,  935. 


D A s Y p u s I 2 - C I N C TUS? 


CHARACTER  SPECIFICUS,  &c. 

Dafypus  unicinclus  ? Lin,  Syjl.  Nat.  p.  53. 

Cataphradtus  fcutis  duobus,  cingulis  duodecim  r Brijf.  ^ladr.  43, 

Tatu  feu  Armadillo  Africanus.  Peh.  mvj,  i.  p.  47.  t.  30. /i  3,4. 


JYS TRICES  fane  et  Erinaceos  fpinis  longis  et  mucronatis,  ivianiinque 
c fquaiTiis  validis  et  acutis  contexit  Natura  : habet  vero  Dafypus  loricam 
ofleam,  mire  adeo  confectam,  eximieque  ornatam,  ut  exquifitifiimum  artiheium 
non  fine  itupore  pofTit  confpici.  Huic  quidem  generi  gula  pedlus  et  abdomen 
cute  o-ranofa  contccla  funt. 

O 

Appro- 
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Appropinquante  periculo,  illfco  fefe  contrahere  folet  Dafypus  in  formam 
ovi,  vimque  omnem  mediocrem  facile  poteft  fuftinere.  No6lu  potiflimum  eva- 
gatur, et  vermibus,  frugibus,  et  radicibus  innocue  vefcitur  : interdiu  in  antris 
fubterraneis  habitat.  Caro  ejus  multum  laudatur ; et  in  deliciis  ab  America 
Auftralioris  incolis  habetur.  Brafiliam  et  Guianam  prascipue  incolunt  Dafy- 
podes.  Valde  inter  fe  fimiles  funt  variae  hujus  generis  fpecies,  prsecipueque 
illas  diftinguit  in  loricato  corpore  circulorum  numerus.  Inter  pulcherrimas  funt 
ipecies  jam  depidlse. 

Frecunda  funt  hxc  animalia,  frequentefque  partus  edunt.  In  magnam  mo- 
lem rarilTime  crefcunt,  nec  faspe  longitudine  unum  pedem  fuperant  ; cauda 
excepta.  BufFonus  tamen  fpeciem  defcripfit,  qu^  tres  fere  pedes  praster  cau- 
dam longa  fuit.  FortalTe  igitur  qui  in  Europam  advedi  fuerint  Dafypodes,  ad 
plenam  magnitudinem  non  pervenerant. 
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THE  NI  NE -BANDED  ARMADILLO. 


GENERIC  CHARACTER. 

GpvINDERS  without  either  cutting  or  canine  teeth. 

Body  covered  by  a fort  of  ofleoiis  armour. 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Armadillo  with  the  armour  divided  on  the  back  into  nine  bands  or  zones, 
American  Armadillo,  * Fbi/.  Franf,  54.  p.  57,  /.  7. 

Le  Cachichame,  ou  Tatou  a neuf  bandes.  Buff,  10,  p.  215,  /.  37. 

Pig-headed  Armadillo.  Grewb  RaritieSy  18. 


THETWE.LVE-BANDEDARMADILLO.? 


SPECIFIC  CHARACTER,  &c. 

Armadillo  v'ith  armour  divided  into  twelve  bands, 

Le  Kabaffou,  ou  Tatou  a douze  bandes.  Buff,  10.  p,  218.  /.  40, 

Twelve-banded  Armadillo?  Tennant . ^adr,  p,  501. 


Nature,  which  has  clothed  the  Porcupine  and  the  Hedgehog  with 
fharp  quills,  and  the  Manis  with  ftrong  fcales,  has  bellowed  on  the 
genus  Dafypus  a complete  fuit  of  armour,  fo  admirably  conllruded  and  fo 
elegantly  ornamented,  that  it  is  impoifible  to  view  v/ithout  allonilhment  an  ap- 
paratus 
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paratus  of  fo  much  curiofity.  The  throat,  breaft,  and  belly,  are  covered 
v/ith  a granulated  Ikin. 

On  the«  approach  of  danger  thefe  animals  roll  themfelves  up  into  an  oval 
form,  and  are  then  fo  fecurely  cafed  up  in  their  bony  covering,  that  no 
common  force  can  injure  them.  They  are  of  a perfefbiy  harmlefs  nature, 
and  wander  about  chiefly  by  night,  in  queil  of  infeds,  roots,  and  fruit; 
and  in  the  day-time  refide  in  their  holes,  which  they  make  under  ground. 
Their  flefh  is  reckoned  excellent,  and  is  much  admired  by  the  inhabitants  of 
South  America.  They  are  found  principally  in  Brazil  and  Guiana. 

There  is  a great  general  refemblance  between  the  feveral  Ipecies  of  Ar- 
madillos, and  they  are  principally  diftiiiguiilied  by  the  number  of  divifions  on 
the  body  part  of  their  armour.  The  two  ipecies  reprefented  on  the  prefent 

I 

plate  may  be  reckoned  amongil  the  moil  ele*gant  of  the  genus.  Armadillos 
in  general  are  prolific  animals,  and  breed  frequently.  They  do  not  grow  to 
a large  flze,  and  are  feldom  feen  of  more  than  a foot  in  length,  exclufive 
of  the  tail.  Yet  the  Count  de  BufFon  has  defcribed  one  which  meafured 
near  three  feet  wdthoutr  the  tail  : in  all  probability  thofe  which  are  generally 
brought  over  to  Europe  are  not  arrived  at  their  full  fizc. 
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